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Introduction
Legal Framework and Background
The historic route of the 1804-1806 Lewis and Clark Expedition was designated the Lewis
and Clark National Historic Trail (NHT, or Trail) by Congress as part of the National Parks
and Recreation Act of 1978 (Pub. L. 95-625), which included an amendment to the 1968
National Trails System Act.
The National Trails System was first established by the National Trails System Act (Public
Law 90–543, 82 Statute 919) on October 2, 1968. The Act created a system of national trails
“to promote the preservation of, public access to, travel within, and enjoyment and
appreciation of the open-air, outdoor areas and historic resources of the Nation.”
Authorized trail categories were identified as national scenic trails, national recreation
trails, and connecting or side trails. Only two trails were designated in the 1968 Act: the
Appalachian National Scenic Trail and the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail. Fourteen
other trail routes were identified to be studied for potential designation, including the
“Lewis and Clark Trail, from Wood River, Illinois, to the Pacific Ocean in Oregon, following
both the outbound and inbound routes of the Lewis and Clark Expedition.”
Subsequent studies, including the 1977 Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail study
report, led to the recognition that many trails were primarily significant for their historic
associations. A fourth trail category—National Historic Trails—was authorized under Title
V of the National Parks and Recreation Act of 1978 (Public Law 95-625), which amended
the 1968 National Trails System Act:
National historic trails, established as provided in section 5 of this Act, which will be
extended trails which follow as closely as possible and practicable the original trails
or routes of travel of national historic significance. Designation of such trails or
routes shall be continuous, but the established or developed trail, and the
acquisition thereof, need not be continuous onsite. National historic trails shall have
as their purpose the identification and protection of the historic route and its
historic remnants and artifacts for public use and enjoyment. Only those selected
land and water based components of a historic trail which are on federally owned
lands and which meet the national historic trail criteria established in this Act are
included as Federal protection components of a national historic trail. The
appropriate Secretary may certify other lands as protected segments of an historic
trail upon application from State or local governmental agencies or private interests
involved if such segments meet the national historic trail criteria established in this
Act and such criteria supplementary thereto as the appropriate Secretary may
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prescribe, and are administered by such agencies or interests without expense to
the United States.
Three qualifying criteria were identified for designated national historic trails:
(A) It must be a trail or route established by historic use and must be historically
significant as a result of that use. The route need not currently exist as a discernible
trail to qualify, but its location must be sufficiently known to permit evaluation of
public recreation and historical interest potential. A designated trail should
generally accurately follow the historic route, but may deviate somewhat on
occasion of necessity to avoid difficult routing through subsequent development, or
to provide some route variations offering a more pleasurable recreational
experience. Such deviations shall be so noted on site. Trail segments no longer
possible to travel by trail due to subsequent development as motorized
transportation routes may be designated and marked onsite as segments which link
to the historic trail.
(B) It must be of national significance with respect to any of several broad facets of
American history, such as trade and commerce, exploration, migration and
settlement, or military campaigns. To qualify as nationally significant, historic use of
the trail must have had a far reaching effect on broad patterns of American culture.
Trails significant in the history of native Americans may be included.
(C) It must have significant potential for public recreational use or historical interest
based on historic interpretation and appreciation. The potential for such use is
generally greater along roadless segments developed as historic trails and at
historic sites associated with the trail. The presence of recreation potential not
related to historic appreciation is not sufficient justification for designation under
this category.
Among the 28 new national trails established by the amended Act was the Lewis and Clark
NHT, described as “a trail of approximately three thousand seven hundred miles, extending
from Wood River, Illinois, to the mouth of the Columbia River in Oregon, following the
outbound and inbound routes of the Lewis and Clark Expedition depicted on maps
identified as, ‘Vicinity Map, Lewis and Clark Trail’ study report dated April 1977.”
The amended Act mandated that within “two complete fiscal years of the date of enactment
of legislation designating a national historic trail […] as part of the system, the responsible
Secretary” must complete a Comprehensive Plan for the Management and Use
(Comprehensive Management Plan, or CMP). The 1978 amendment also included the first
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mention of High Potential Historic Sites (HPHS) and High Potential Route Segments
(HPRS): “For national historic trails, direct Federal acquisition for trail purposes shall be
limited to those areas indicated by the study report or by the comprehensive plan as high
potential route segments or high potential historic sites.” The 1978 legislation did not
define HPHS or HPRS, nor did it specifically require subsequent trail studies or
management plans to address them. The Lewis and Clark NHT CMP, completed in
1982, instead detailed “Recommended Trail Sites, Segments, and Motor Routes” based on
the existing “historic, natural, and recreational resources”. Thirty-four individual listings
included both recommended sites and recommended segments; additional sites were sublisted under the segments. These sites and segments, as conceived, closely paralleled the
(yet to be defined) concepts of HPHS and HPRS. Comprising an inventory of Trail sites and
segments considered significant for either historic or recreational qualities, they were
intended to address Section 7, “Administration and Development” and Section 10,
“Authorization of Appropriations” of the Act.
The National Trails System Act was amended again in 1983 under Title II of Public Law 9811. Section 5(f)(3) was revised to ensure that a “comprehensive plan for the management,
and use of the trail” include “a protection plan for any high potential historic sites or high
potential route segments.” Section 7(g) specified that either a trail study report or CMP
would list High Potential Historic Sites (HPHS) or High Potential Route Segments (HPRS),
which were subsequently defined in Section 12:
(1) The term “high potential historic sites” means those historic sites related to the
route, or sites in close proximity thereto, which provide opportunity to interpret the
historic significance of the trail during the period of its major use. Criteria for
consideration as high potential sites include historic significance, presence of visible
historic remnants, scenic quality, and relative freedom from intrusion.
(2) The term “high potential route segments” means those segments of a trail which
would afford high quality recreation experience in a portion of the route having
greater than average scenic values or affording an opportunity to vicariously share
the experience of the original users of a historic route.
Significant funding and staffing constraints (the Trail did not have even one dedicated fulltime employee until 1991), coupled with competing priorities, prevented Trail
management from beginning to address the HPHS and HPRS deficiency until 2011. That
year, a work group first met to discuss possible methodologies for identifying HPHS and
HPRS. Initially, it was considered that a comprehensive undertaking could include both
sites and segments. By 2012, however, HPHS and HPRS had evolved into two distinct
projects that would be completed on separate timelines. An HPHS committee was
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formalized; contributing members fluctuated with staff changes that occurred during the
course of the project.
The HPHS committee established a process for determining which places along the Lewis
and Clark NHT met the HPHS criteria, as defined in the Act. A series of steps was developed
to standardize the analysis of historic significance, interpretive potential, and current
conditions of individual sites. Qualifying criteria was identified and defined:
Step 1: Determine if a site is historically related to the Trail route and in close
proximity thereto. This limits the types of potentially eligible sites to those on or
near the Lewis and Clark NHT and that have historic significance related to the
expedition route. If this connection can be made, continue to Step 2.
Step 2: Determine if a site that qualified under Step 1 provides opportunities to
interpret the historic significance of the Trail during the period of its major use
(1803-1806). If there is an existing or potential opportunity for the visiting public to
learn about its significance through an interpretive experience, continue to Step 3.
Step 3: Determine if a site that qualifies under Step 1 and Step 2 has any of the four
following attributes: scenic quality, freedom from intrusion, sense of place, or
historic remnants. (While “sense of place” is not listed in the National Trails System
Act HPHS definition, this more recent term describes a quality of a place that greatly
aids visitor understanding and conveys significance.)
If the qualifying site has at least one of the four attributes, then it meets all of the criteria
for consideration as a Lewis and Clark NHT HPHS. The attributes are defined as follows:
Scenic Quality:
Scenic quality is defined as the degree, or grade of excellence, or pleasing nature of the
landscape. Sites with high scenic quality are both pleasing to view and effectively convey
elements of the historic setting experienced by the expedition.
Freedom from Intrusion:
Intrusions are defined as any inappropriate or obtrusive additions to a site that postdate
the 1803-1806 time period. Qualifying sites do not necessarily have high scenic quality, but
they are more notable for exhibiting minimal development or alterations.
Sense of Place:
Defined as the presence of physical features and aesthetic characteristics that, taken
together, convey a site’s location and historic character. The Corps of Discovery
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documented natural landscape features such as prairies, mountains, plains, and waterways.
Remnants of these landscapes described in the journals still exist along the present-day
historic route. Knowledge either gained beforehand or while at a site enables visitors to
make the emotional and intellectual connections to place themselves in the footprints of
the expedition. Modern development can occur at a qualifying site as long as visitors are
not overtly distracted or prevented from conjuring this sense of place.
Presence of Historic Remnants:
Historic remnants may include both cultural and natural resources. Cultural historic
remnants are ruins, traces, or deposited artifacts on the landscape and are evidenced by
either surface or subsurface features. Natural historic remnants are features such as
landforms, waterways, and vegetation that were described in the expedition journals and
uniquely define specific locations.

Historic
Significance

Interpretive
Potential

Scenic
Quality

Freedom
from
Intrusion

Sense of
Place

Historic
Remnants

Utilizing these criteria, potential HPHS were identified along the Lewis and Clark National
Historic Trail between its eastern terminus at Wood River, Illinois and the mouth of the
Columbia River at Cape Disappointment, Washington. A final report was submitted in
February 2018, High Potential Historic Sites: An Addendum to the Lewis and Clark National
Historic Trail Comprehensive Plan for Management and Use, which detailed 78 HPHS along
the trail.
On March 12, 2019, the John D. Dingell Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act
(Pub. Law 116-9) was enacted by Congress. An amendment of the National Trails System
Act, Section 5(a)(6) (16 U.S.C. 1244(1)(6)) under Title II, Section 2502 of Subtitle F
authorized the extension of the Lewis and Clark NHT. The trail was extended 1,200 miles
down the Mississippi River and up the Ohio River with the beginning moved east to
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
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The National Park Service then assembled a Request for Proposals solicit a consulting firm
to research and inventory Lewis and Clark associated sites along the Eastern Extension and
make recommendations for HPHS along the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. The RFP was
made available in May 2020, and the contract was awarded to SVM Historical Consulting,
LLC, Charlotte, North Carolina.
Project Methodology
The Principal Investigator for this project was Susan V. Mayer of SVM. The creation of a list
of potential HPHS for targeted research was the first task. A preliminary list of HPHS was
provided by NPS, “LECL Eastern Extension Historic Sites and Cities, 1803” compiled by Dan
Jackson in February 2019. This list included 19 locations along the Ohio and Mississippi
Rivers that qualified for consideration as HPHS based on entries from the Lewis and Clark
Expedition journals.
Pittsburgh, PA

Neville Island, PA

Georgetown, PA

Weirton, WV

Steubenville, OH

Wellsburg, WV

Wheeling, WV

Moundsville, WV

Marietta, OH

Cincinnati, OH

Big Bone Lick State Park, KY Clarksville, IN

Falls of the Ohio, IN

Louisville, KY

Confluence of the Ohio and Cape Girardeau, MO
Mississippi Rivers, IL

Fort Massac, IL
Tower Rock, MO

Ste. Genevieve, MO
As NPS estimated that between 20-30 sites would be recommended as HPHS, additional
research was necessary to determine additional locations. By going through each journal
entry made by Lewis and Clark between August 31, 1803, and December 12, 1803, a
comprehensive list of locations visited by Lewis and Clark was compiled by Mayer. To fill in
the gap of journal entries between September 19, 1803, and November 10, 1803, Mayer
utilized other primary sources from both Lewis and Clark in addition to accounts from
contemporary travelers along the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. This enabled potential the
identification of significant sites which may have been visited or recorded by the
expedition.
A required task for this project was for the consultant to visit the potential HPHS to
determine if they met the selection criteria of Scenic Quality, Sense of Place, Freedom from
Intrusion, or Presence of Historic Remnants. Mayer compiled a total of 79 locations to
assess through field study. She traveled to these sites in April 2021 (from Pittsburgh,
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Pennsylvania, to Louisville, Kentucky) and in June 2021 (from Louisville to St. Louis,
Missouri). At each location, comprehensive photos were taken as well as notes to evaluate
criteria.
Based on field study, sites were determined to be either recommended HPHS, not
considered HPHS, or undecided. Undecided sites were found to be historically significant
but did not clearly meet the criteria. Further research was conducted into these sites to
determine eligibility. Draft reports of proposed HPHS were submitted to NPS for
consideration, with feedback given from NPS staff to reconsider the eligibility of sites. The
final report was submitted in February 2022 identifying 21 HPHS along the eastern
extension of the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail.
All Lewis and Clark journal entries in this report are cited from at “Journal Entries of the
Lewis
&
Clark
Expedition,”
University
of
Nebraska-Lincoln,
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/journals. Footnotes will include the author and
date.
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Forks of the Ohio
Selection Criteria: Sense of Place
National Register of Historic Places, National Historic Landmark
Lewis arrived in Pittsburgh on July 15, 1803, with intentions to depart on the expedition by
the end of the month. However, the boat builder charged with constructing the keelboat
continually pushed back the date of completion. Lewis received word from President
Jefferson that the French had sold Louisiana to the United States as well as Clark’s
acceptance of the offer to co-command the expedition. On August 31, 1803, after six weeks
of delay, Lewis and members of what would become the Corps of Discovery departed from
the boat yard approximately one mile up the Allegheny River.1 Lewis’s first entry in the
expedition journal read, “Left Pittsburgh this day at 11 ock with a party of 11 hands 7 of
Scholars have debated whether the keelboat for the Lewis & Clark Expedition was built in either
Elizabethtown (today Elizabeth) or Pittsburgh. For many years, consensus held that Elizabethtown was the
site of the boatyard where the keelboat was constructed. But emerging evidence in 2007 showed that the
craft was built in Pittsburgh. A descendant of Pittsburgh boat builder Jacob Myers provided information
about his ancestor to the Heinz History Center, likely identifying him as the tardy drunken boatbuilder who
delayed Lewis’s departure from Pittsburgh for six weeks. Additionally, Elizabeth historian Richard T. Wiley
made no mention of the Lewis keelboat but noted two pirogues, “large vessels of the log canoe type” fitted
with sails and oars, were built at Elizabeth for the expedition. In both the journal and letters sent to Jefferson
and Clark, Lewis never mentioned Elizabeth, and his regular visits to the boatyard to hurry along the boat
builder lend credence to Pittsburgh as the keelboat construction site.
1
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which are soldiers, a pilot and three young men on trial.”2 The hands included George
Shannon, who would later be enlisted into the Corps of Discovery. Also accompanying
Lewis was his Newfoundland dog, Seaman.
The settlement which became Pittsburgh grew around Fort Pitt, built by the British at a
strategic location at the confluence of the Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers which forms
the Ohio River. As Pittsburgh industrialized in the nineteenth century, the site was
overtaken with factories, railroads, and other infrastructure. In the mid twentieth century,
the confluence was reclaimed as Point State Park, which includes the ca. 1764 Fort Pitt
Blockhouse, granite blocks outlining the foundations of Fort Pitt, and the Fort Pitt Museum.
The Heinz History Center has collections focused on the Lewis and Clark Expedition.
Historic Background
The early history of Pittsburgh is tied to the political and military conflict for control of the
fortification the Forks of the Ohio, the confluence of the Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers
forming the Ohio River, between French, British, and Native American interests. In 1754
the British began construction of a fort but were supplanted by a superior French force
who built Fort Duquesne at the site. Inevitably, the Forks of the Ohio was a western front in
the French and Indian War, and by 1758 the French had evacuated and destroyed Fort
Duquesne. The British moved in to construct Fort Pitt, which then came under American
control during the Revolution.
After American victory in the war and the Treaty of Fort Stanwix in 1784, in which the
British-allied Haudenosaunee ceded northwestern Pennsylvania, activity at the Forks
shifted to settlement and commerce. Settlers moved through the town into the newly
opened Northwest Territory. Pittsburgh was incorporated as a borough in 1794. Two years
later, French military officer Victor Collot visited the city and offered a brief yet prophetic
description:
This town contains, at the utmost, one hundred and fifty houses, some of which are
built of brick, and the rest wood. The neighbourhood of the Indians and the difficult
communication between this town, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, appear to be the
principal causes which have hitherto prevented its increase. Placed at the source of
one of the noblest rivers in the world, navigable as far as the ocean, after flowing
eleven hundred miles, through the finest and most beautiful countries on the surface
of the globe; this town, when the Indian frontier is thrown back, and the roads are

Lewis, August 30, 1803. This entry was likely mislabeled as August 30 by Lewis. He later wrote in a letter to
President Jefferson that the expedition departed Pittsburgh on August 31.
2
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rendered practicable, will certainly become one of the first inland cities of the
United States.3
Collot also produced a map of Pittsburgh showing its layout as well as the location of
fortifications.4

Figure 1 Plan of the Town of Pittsburg, Victor Collot, 1796.

By 1800 Pittsburgh had grown to over 1,500 inhabitants, and the city was a hub of boat
building for both river and ocean travel. As described by local stationer Zadok Cramer, ship
building “in and near this place deserves notice—several are now on the stocks at this
place, and one a small distance up the Allegheny river was lately launched, of 160 tuns

Victor Collot, A journey in North America, containing a survey of the countries watered by the Mississippi, Ohio,
Missouri, and other affluing rivers (Paris: A. Bertrand, 1826), 38.
4 Georges Henri Victor Collot (1750-1805) ostensibly traveled to take a tour of the western country, but in
actuality he was a French spy evaluating American military positions. U. S. Army officer Zebulon Pike was
ordered to follow Collot, who he arrested at Fort Massac but released as no charges could be filed. Collot also
would be arrested by Spanish authorities at New Orleans on his travels. His journals and maps were
published in both French and English in 1826.
3
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burden.”5 Cramer also published the Pittsburgh-focused Almanack of the Year 1802
describing commercial activity in the burgeoning frontier town:
In the town of Pittsburgh there is one extensive brewery; in its vicinity, there are
two glass works, the third for a finer kind of glass is erecting; one extensive paper
mill, several oil mills, fulling mills, powder works, iron works, salt works, saw and
grist mills, boat yards…6
He also counted 30 mercantile stores, 27 taverns, a book and stationery store (likely his
own), and two printing offices. The Pittsburgh encountered by Lewis in July 1803 was a
bustling town of over 2,400 inhabitants with thousands of settlers heading west down the
Ohio River.
At 2:00 p.m. on July 15, 1803, Lewis arrived at Pittsburgh and immediately sent a short
letter to President Jefferson stating his intention his departure as soon as possible, for “the
Ohio is quite low, but not so much as to obstruct my passage altogether.”7 But a week later,
Lewis wrote another letter to Jefferson in which he complained about the slow progress of
the boat builder:
The person who contracted to build my boat engaged to have it in readiness by the
20th inst.; in this however he has failed; he pleads his having been disappointed in
procuring timber, but says he has now supplyed himself with the necessary
materials, and that she shall be completed by the last of this month; however in this
I am by no means sanguine, nor do I believe from the progress he makes that she
will be ready before the 5th of August; I visit him every day, and endeavour by every
means in my power to hasten the completion of the work: I have prevailed on him to
engage more hands, and he tells me that two others will join him in the morning, if
so, he may probably finish the boat by the time he mentioned: I shall embark
immediately the boat is in readiness, there being no other consideration which at
this moment detains me.8

Zadok Cramer, The Ohio and Mississippi Navigator, 3rd edition (Pittsburgh: John Scull, 1802), 21. Cramer
(1773-1813) first published The Navigator, a guide to traversing the Ohio River valley from the Allegheny and
Monongahela Rivers to the confluence with the Mississippi River, in 1801. Numerous updated editions were
published through 1826.
6 Zadok Cramer, Pittsburgh Almanack for the Year 1802 (Pittsburgh: N.p., 1802), quoted in Catherine E.
Reisner, “Pittsburgh’s Commercial and Industrial Development during the Opening Years of the 19th
Century,” Pennsylvania History 18, no. 1 (January 1951), 48-49.
7 Meriwether Lewis to Thomas Jefferson, July 15, 1803, in Jackson, 110.
8 Lewis to Jefferson, July 22, 1803, in Jackson, 112. The topic of the location of the boatyard where the
keelboat was constructed for the expedition has historically been debated, with Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania
the longtime consensus. However, evidence presented by a descendent of Pittsburgh boat builder Jacob
5
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Despite Lewis’s frustration, progress was made in assembling the expedition. A wagon of
weapons and other supplies arrived from the U. S. Armory and Arsenal at Harpers Ferry,
Virginia (now West Virginia) on July 22. Seven soldiers requested from the army barracks
at Carlisle, Pennsylvania, had made their way to the Forks of the Ohio, less one recruit who
deserted once he had received the advance pay. However, one important member of the
expedition had yet to be filled—that of Lewis’s co-commander. He had offered the position
to Clark in a letter sent on June 19, 1803, and he anxiously awaited a response. As a backup
in case Clark declined, Lewis had asked Lieutenant Moses Hooke, commander of Fort
Fayette in Pittsburgh, to fill the position. But finally on July 29, Lewis received a letter from
Clarksville with the anticipated reply. As Clark wrote,
I will chearfully join you in an ‘official Charrector’ as mentioned in your letter, and
partake of the dangers, difficulties, and fatigues, and I anticipate the honors &
rewards of the result of such an enterprise, should we be successful in
accomplishing it.”9
Equally excited, Lewis responded in an August 3 letter, “and be assured I feel myself much
gratifyed with your decision; for I could neither hope, wish, or expect from a union with
any man on earth, more perfect support or further aid in the discharge of the several duties
of my mission, than that, which I am confident I shall derive from being associated with
yourself.”10
In addition to a co-commander of the expedition, Lewis was authorized to recruit an
interpreter. For this position, Lewis had in mind John Conner, a frontier trader in Indiana
who offered his services for the expedition. Conner had not responded to three letters sent
by Lewis, so he asked Clark to send someone to find the trader. As Lewis wrote to Clark, “I
am personally acquainted with this man and think that we could not get a person better
qualifyed in every respect than he is, and that it will be advisable to spare no pains to get
him.”11 However, Clark responded in a September 11 letter (which Lewis received at
Cincinnati) that Conner had snidely declined the invitation, as he had a large inventory of
goods at a Delaware settlement on the White River and the pay of $300 per year to be
laughingly low.12

Myers determined that the keelboat was built in that location. William K. Brunot, “The Building of the Lewis
and Clark Boat in Pittsburgh,” Western Pennsylvania History (Winter 2009-2010): 22-37.
9 William Clark to Meriwether Lewis, July 18, 1803, in Jackson, 110.
10 Meriwether Lewis to William Clark, August 3, 1803, in Jackson, 115.
11 Lewis to Clark, August 3, 1803, in Jackson, 115.
12 Clark to Lewis, September 11, 1803, in Jackson, 123.
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Lewis’s distrust of the boat builder and his estimated completion date of August 5 was well
placed. He reported to Jefferson that the keelboat was still incomplete, being “only partially
planked on one side.”13 Exasperated, Lewis considered abandoning the boat and
purchasing a smaller craft in Pittsburgh or downriver, but local merchants informed Lewis
that chances of finding suitable craft were unlikely. The boat builder assured Lewis that the
keelboat would be completed by August 13, though this proved to be false. Lewis vented
his frustration in a letter to Jefferson. The craftsman, he wrote, “according to his usual
custom he got drunk, quarrelled with his workmen, and several of them left him, nor could
they be prevailed on to return.” Angered, Lewis reprimanded the boat builder, “threatened
him with the penalty of his contract, and exacted a promise of greater sobriety.” Lewis
oversaw construction from that point onward, “alternately persuading and threatening, but
neither threats, presuasion or any other means which I could devise were sufficient to
procure the completion of the work sooner than the 31st of August.” 14
Finally, on August 31, 1803, the keelboat was complete. “Left Pittsburgh this day at 11 ock
with a party of 11 hands 7 of which are soldiers, a pilot and three young men on trial they
having proposed to go with me throughout the voyage,” wrote Lewis in the first journal
entry of what would become the Lewis and Clark Expedition.15 Accompanying him were a
pilot named Moore who would guide them to the Falls of the Ohio at Louisville and hands
John Colter and George Shannon, who later enlisted as members of the Corps of Discovery.
Selection Rationale
The Forks of the Ohio represent the momentous beginning of what would become the
Lewis and Clark Expedition. The chosen site of this HPHS is the Forks of the Ohio at Point
State Park. The confluence of the Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers, which form the Ohio
River, was the site of both Fort Duquesne and Fort Pitt, of which the latter’s ca. 1764
blockhouse is today the oldest extant building in Pittsburgh and western Pennsylvania.
Point State Park provides clear views of the rivers and bridges, the Pittsburgh skyline, and
surrounding neighborhoods as well as public access and opportunities for interpretation.
Excavations of Fort Pitt were conducted in 1942-1943, prompted by civic interest in
redeveloping the industrialized riverfront. The city of Pittsburgh purchased the land in
1949 and began working toward the creation of a public space on the site. Point State Park
was completed in 1974 and included the Fort Pitt Museum, the outlines of Fort Duquesne,
and a grandiose fountain at the point. The Forks of the Ohio were designated a National
Historic Landmark in 1960 and added to the National Register in 1966.
Meriwether Lewis to Thomas Jefferson, September 8, 1803, in Jackson, 121.
Lewis to Jefferson, September 8, 1803, in Jackson, 122.
15 Lewis, August 30, 1803.
13
14
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Standing at the point, you get a sense of the excitement (and perhaps fear) that the
expedition must have felt when turning west down the Ohio River on August 31, 1803.
Thus, the Forks of the Ohio fulfills the criteria of Sense of Place to quality as an HPHS.
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Brunot Island
Selection Criteria: Sense of Place
Shortly after departing Pittsburgh on August 31, 1803, the expedition stopped on Brunot
Island at the home of Dr. Felix Brunot. Lewis demonstrated his air gun to onlookers. He
allowed Blaze Cenas, nephew of Dr. Brunot, to fire the weapon. But Cenas, “being
unacquainted with the management of the gun”, misfired and struck a glancing blow to a
woman in the distance. As Lewis wrote in his journal, “the ball passed through the hat of a
woman about 40 yards distanc cuting her temple about the fourth of the diameter of the
ball; shee fell instantly and the blood gusing from her temple we were all in the greatest
consternation
supposed she was dead by [but] in a minute she revived to our
enespressable satisfaction, and by examination we found the wound by no means mortal or
even dangerous; called the hands aboard and proceeded to a ripple of McKee's rock”.16
Brunot Island remained rural farmland until 1894, when George Westinghouse purchased
the island to construct an electric generating station. The island is still the site of a power
plant and is not accessible to the public, but it may be viewed from Point of View Park in
the Duquesne Heights neighborhood.
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Lewis, August 30, 1803.
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Historical Background
Dr. Felix Brunot was born in 1752 in Morey, France. His mother died when he was young,
and he came under the guardianship of his uncle, a Catholic bishop. Though his uncle
preferred that Brunot pursue the priesthood, the young man was drawn to medical studies.
He grew up alongside Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de Lafayette, and both came to America in
1777 to join the colonial revolutionary cause. Brunot fought in many engagements,
including the Battle of Brandywine near Philadelphia. At the conclusion of the war,
Lafayette returned to France while Brunot remained in the United States.
Brunot lived in Annapolis, Maryland, and Philadelphia before moving in 1797 to Pittsburgh,
where he opened a medical practice on Liberty Street. Around 1800 he purchased for
$2,800 a 129-acre island known as Chartier’s Island or Hamilton Island two miles down the
Ohio River. He and his wife Elizabeth Kriedler, a French Huguenot, built a mansion where
they entertained many visitors including his foster brother Lafayette on his famed
American tour in 1825. Lewis became acquainted with Brunot either while in the army or
during his weeks delayed in Pittsburgh. He also had connected with many other
Freemasons in the city, including Brunot’s nephew-in-law Blaise Cenas, who was the same
age as Lewis.17 When the expedition left Pittsburgh on August 31, 1803, Lewis stopped at
Brunot Island to bid farewell to friends. He showed the group the air rifle he specially
commissioned for the expedition18 and demonstrated its capabilities—“charged it and fired
myself seven times fifty five yards with pretty good success.” Cenas then fired the weapon,
but “being unacquainted with the management of the gun suffered her to discharge herself
accedentaly.” Lewis described the ensuing events in his journal:
the ball passed through the hat of a woman about 40 yards distanc cuting her
temple about the fourth of the diameter of the ball; shee fell instantly and the blood
gusing from her temple we were all in the greatest consternation supposed she
was dead by [but] in a minute she revived to our enespressable satisfaction, and by
examination we found the wound by no means mortal or even dangerous…19
Lewis and the expedition promptly boarded their boats and departed.

“Airgun Accident,” Discovering Lewis and Clark, http://www.lewis-clark.org/article/1825#Note2,
accessed November 15, 2021. Cenas was married to Catherine Baker, daughter of Elizabeth’s sister Anna
Kriedler Baker.
18 Lewis’s airgun has attracted much attention from historians and other researchers. Roy M. Chatters spent
many years trying to determine the type of gun Lewis had specially built for the expedition, and his findings
were published in We Proceeded On in 1977. Other authors have also published their findings in the journal.
Roy M. Chatters, “The Not-So-Enigmatic Lewis and Clark Airgun,” We Proceeded On 3, No. 2 (May 1977): 4-6;
Michael F. Carrick, “Meriwether Lewis’s Air Gun,” We Proceeded On 28, No. 4 (November 2002): 15-20; Robert
Beeman, “Meriwether Lewis’s Wonder Weapon,” We Proceeded On 32, No. 2 (May 2006): 29-34.
19 Lewis, August 30, 1803.
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Since the focus of the expedition were the lands west of Mississippi River, Lewis chose not
to describe much of the settled areas of the Ohio River in detail. Thus, we turn to
contemporary traveler accounts for descriptions of many locations visited by Lewis, Clark,
and the expedition. British traveler Fortescue Cuming provided a thorough report of
Brunot Island when he visited in July 1807:
This island contains near three hundred acres of a most luxuriant soil, about half of
which has been cleared by Dr. Brunot, a native of France, who adds hospitality and
sociality to the abundance which he derives from his well cultivated farm. He has
judiciously left the timber standing on the end of the island nearest Pittsburgh,
through which, and a beautiful locust grove of about twelve acres, an avenue from
his upper landing is led with taste and judgement about half a mile to his house,
which is a good two story cottage, with large barns, and other appropriate offices
near it, and an excellent garden and nursery. He has fenced the farm in such a way
as to leave a delightful promenade all around it, between the fences, and the margin
of the river, which he has purposely left fringed with the native wood about sixty
yards wide, except where occasional openings are made either for landings, or
views, the latter of which are very fine, particularly that of M’Kee’s romantick rocks
opposite, impending over the narrow rapid which separates them from the island.20
However, flooding plagued the Brunot estate, and after a particularly devastating flood in
1811 the family began to reconsider their location. Eight years later, the Brunots moved
their primary residence back to Pittsburgh, though they retained ownership for some
years. Brunot Island remained rural farmland until 1894, when George Westinghouse
purchased the island to build an electric generating station for his Pittsburgh Railways
Company. A railroad bridge was built to connect the island to either bank of the Ohio. The
Pittsburgh and Allegheny Driving Club built a 1-mile oval circle dirt track for horse and
automobile racing. The first races were held the following year. Among winners at track
events were automotive pioneer Louis Chevrolet. The track closed in 1914, when Duquesne
Light built coal-fired Reed Power Station on Brunot Island. Even with this industrial
development, most of the island remained pastoral in nature. Larry Schneider, who worked
as an engineer at Reed in the 1960s, recalled fishing, setting up tree stands for deer
hunting, and picnicking on Brunot Island during lulls in his responsibilities. Today, the
island is off-limits to the public and only accessible via boat or ferry.21
F. Cuming, Sketches of a tour to the western country (Pittsburgh: Cramer, Spear & Eichbaum, 1810), 77.
Fortescue Cuming (1762-1828) was born in Ireland and, after studying medicine, emigrated to the United
States by 1792. Cuming purchased land in the western territory around 1806 and traveled down the Ohio and
Mississippi Rivers between 1807 and 1809.
21 Katie Blackley, “Brunot Island Once Hosted Explorers, Automobile Races And Now, Lots of Wildlife,” 90.5
WESA, December 3, 2019, https://www.wesa.fm/post/brunot-island-once-hosted-explorers-automobileraces-and-now-lots-wildlife, accessed March 15, 2021.
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Selection Rationale
Brunot Island is the site of the first incident on the expedition, which took place mere hours
after their departure from Pittsburgh. Even though the island is no longer the pastoral
setting of the Brunot farm, you can get a sense of Lewis’ excitement to share news of his
departure—and perhaps show off his new gun. As the island is not accessible to the public,
the view from Point of View Park atop the ridge at Duquesne Heights is panoramic,
allowing one to sweep their vision from the Forks of the Ohio downriver to Brunot Island.
For this reason, Brunot Island meets the criteria of Sense of Place.
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Fort McIntosh
Selection Criteria: Sense of Place, Presence of Historic Remnants
National Register of Historic Places
On September 3, 1803, the expedition “came to ancor off Mackintosh,” the site of former
Fort McIntosh near the mouth of the Beaver River. Here, Lewis discharged one of his hands,
and the expedition continued downriver. They encountered two more riffles, which caused
considerable delay, and stopped for the night three miles downriver from Beaver.22
Fort McIntosh was built in 1778 as part of a string of forts to launch an American offensive
against the British in the Northwest. A treaty with the Lenape and Wyandot in 1785 led to
settlement in northwest Pennsylvania, and the fort was abandoned in 1791. That same year
Beaver was established, and the town grew as the fort decayed. Today, the site of Fort
McIntosh, which was excavated in the 1970s, is a riverside park and is part of the Beaver
National Historic District.
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Lewis, September 3, 1803.

High Potential Historic Sites along the Eastern Trail Extension
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail
Project No. 140P6020P0029

23

Historical Background
During the American Revolution, the Continental Army planned an offensive to dislodge the
British presence in the northwest and Detroit. Troops would operate from a string of forts
westward from Pennsylvania into the Ohio country. One of these fortifications, Fort
McIntosh, was built in October 1778. Named for General Lachlan McIntosh, a commander
of the northwestern offensive, the fort was sited on a bluff 130 feet above the Ohio River
and approximately one mile downstream from the mouth of the Beaver River. Fort
McIntosh was trapezoidal in shape with cannon-mounted bastions at each corner. The
longest side faced the steep slope with the other three sides surrounded by ditches. Built
against the outer walls were barracks, powder magazines, a bakery, guardhouse, and
hospital. Interior elements included a parade ground, officer quarters, and two large
storerooms.23 Fort McIntosh hosted the largest American army force west of the
Alleghenies with two regiments of the Continental Army, a troop of mounted infantry, and
500 Virginia militiamen. But ambitious plans to attack Detroit fell through after the
Wyoming Massacre, when on July 3, 1778, British and Haudenosaunee forces killed or
captured 360 American militia and regular army personnel. Troops intended for Fort
McIntosh and other western posts were diverted to the upper Susquehanna Valley, and the
mission of Fort McIntosh shifted to maintaining an American presence in the region.
Following the war, Fort McIntosh served as a point of operation for White western
expansion.
In 1785 the fort was the site of a treaty between the Lenape and Wyandot and the state of
Pennsylvania. The state gained control of what is now its northwestern portion, and the
tribes agreed, for a sum of $2,000, to shift the boundary of tribal lands west into the Ohio
country rather than at the Ohio River. That same year, the Land Ordinance of 1785
established standards and policies for surveying and settling public lands, and posts such
as Fort McIntosh hosted surveying crews. Once the surrounding lands had been surveyed
and settlers began moving westward into the frontier, the necessity for multiple
fortifications in the region declined. Fort McIntosh was decommissioned in 1788.
On September 3, the expedition departed from their camp around 9 o’clock a. m., the late
start due to fog Lewis described as “impenetrably thick.” After passing “a riffle just below
us called Atkin’s” which the boats “got over with tolerable ease,” the expedition approached
the mouth of Beaver River. They “came to ancor off Mackintosh” just past the mouth where
Lewis discharged a hand. Three miles later downriver, they encountered a riffle Lewis
described as “the worst I think we have yet passed were obliged to unload and drag over
with horses.”24
Frank Camer, “Fort McIntosh,” National Register Nomination Form (Washington, DC: Department of
Interior, National Park Service, 1973), 5.
24 Lewis, September 3, 1803.
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After its abandonment, Fort McIntosh quickly decayed. An 1888 history of Beaver County
recounted that by 1795 the fort “had reached such a state of decay that the roofs of the
several buildings had given way, and but one wing, the western, was still standing.” 25 When
British traveler Fortescue Cuming visited the fort ruins in 1807, he noted that “no vestige
remains except the hearth of the officers’ fire-place.”26 Preservation efforts began in the
late nineteenth century when Judge Daniel Agnew of Beaver County authored a booklet in
1893 “written in aid of a Monumental Association, to preserve the site and memory of the
Fort.”27 But it was not until 1974 when excavations to locate the fort’s foundations began.
Restoration was completed in 1978 for the bicentennial anniversary of Fort McIntosh’s
construction, three years after it was placed on the National Register of Historic Places.
Selection Rationale
Fort McIntosh is proposed as an HPHS based on two criteria: Sense of Place and Presence of
Historic Remnants. While Lewis indicated that the expedition did not physically visit the
Fort McIntosh site, he recognized it as a landmark along the river. Action was taken by the
expedition at this location as Lewis discharged a hand. Directly adjacent to the Ohio River,
Fort McIntosh offers a clear view of the surrounding landscape including the mouth of
Beaver River. While there are Lewis and Clark markers at the roadside Point of Beginning
site at East Liverpool, Ohio, there is zero Sense of Place at this location, and Fort McIntosh
is a superior site to interpret the conditions of the Ohio River toward the next proposed
HPHS at Georgetown, Pennsylvania. While the riffles mentioned by Lewis are no longer
extant due to modern river control infrastructure, an essentially universal condition along
the Ohio River today, the Fort McIntosh site still offers the opportunity to interpret Lewis’s
brief stop here.

History of Beaver County, Pennsylvania (Philadelphia: A. Warner & Co., 1888), 89.
Cuming, 79.
27 Benjamin Agnew, Fort McIntosh: Its Times and Men (Pittsburgh: Myers, Shinkle & Co., 1893), 3.
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Georgetown
Selection Criteria: Sense of Place
An hour after disembarking on September 4, 1803, Lewis found that a pirogue “had sprung
a leak and had nearly filled.” To alleviate the craft’s load, the expedition stopped at
Georgetown to purchase a canoe “compleat with two paddles and two poles” at a cost of
$11. But Lewis found that “my new purchase leaked so much that she was unsafe without
some repairs.” Items stowed in the craft were wet, and the expedition stopped for the night
not far downriver to repair the canoe and dry out the cargo.28
Benoni Dawson laid out a town across from the mouth of Little Beaver Creek in 1793, seven
years after he had constructed a fortified log cabin on the site. Later named Georgetown, it
was an active river town until railroads became the primary means of transport. Extant
structures from when Lewis visited Georgetown include the ca. 1802 River Hotel, today a
private residence.

28

Lewis, September 4, 1803.
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Historical Background
Georgetown was founded by Benoni Dawson, who came to Pennsylvania from Montgomery
County, Maryland. He built what was called a fort, a stout log cabin with defensible features,
in 1786. Seven year later, he laid out lots for sale. Zadok Cramer described the town in
1801 as “a small but flourishing town just above the mouth of Mill creek” which was
“pleasantly situated on a very high bank.”29 Thomas Foster, the town’s first postmaster
commissioned in April 1802, operated the River Hotel, which today remains as a private
residence and received a license to operate a ferry in 1805.30
Every morning upon breaking camp, Lewis and the hands would reload their boats,
including a pirogue with goods intended as gifts for Native Americans along their western
route. Disembarking from their camp downriver of Fort McIntosh on the morning of
September 4, 1803, expedition members in the craft “called as in distress about an hour
after we had got under way, we came too and waaited her coming up.” The pirogue was
taking on water and had nearly filled. Lewis found this event to be “truly distressing, as her
load consisting of articles of hard-ware, intended as presents to the Indians got wet and I
fear are much damaged.” To alleviate the load of the leaking pirogue, Lewis stopped three
miles downriver at Georgetown where he purchased a canoe “compleat with two paddles
and two poles for which I gave $11.” Also, he hired a hand by the name of Wilkinson.31 The
sense of relief was temporary, for Lewis soon found that “my new purchase leaked so much
that she was unsafe without some repairs” and items stowed in the craft were wet. The
expedition stopped not far downriver to camp, where they repaired the canoe and dried
out the cargo. Luckily, Lewis wrote, the goods were “not as much injured as I had
supposed.”32
Selection Rationale
Georgetown is recommended as an HPHS for its Sense of Place. Extant properties from
when Lewis stopped to purchase a pirogue, particularly the ca. 1802 River Hotel adjacent
to the river access point, along with the limited development of the village contribute to
this experience.

Cramer, The Navigator, 22.
Joseph H. Bausman, History of Beaver County, Pennsylvania and Its Centennial Celebration, Vol. 2 (New York:
Knickerbocker Press, 1904), 839.
31 Lewis, September 13, 1803. Wilkinson would be let go at Marietta.
32 Lewis, September 4, 1803.
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Browns Island Campsite
Selection Criteria: Sense of Place
The expedition camped at the northern end of Browns Island near Hollidays Cove, Virginia
(today Weirton, West Virginia), on the rainy night of September 5, 1803. The boats carrying
essential supplies had lagged behind, and Lewis ordered a trumpet to be sounded to guide
them in. After checking the protective measures for the goods in the boats, which Lewis
found to be satisfactory, repairs were made to the leaky craft. Thick fog delayed their
departure the next morning.
Browns Island remained pastoral into the early 1970s, when on the northern end a coke
plant was built. It ceased operation in 1982, but the island continued to house coke storage
and transfer facilities. In recent years, remediation of Browns Island is ongoing, with the
former coke facilities now removed, and a solar farm is planned for the site. While the
northern end of the island was developed, the southern end of the island has remained
largely wooded and pastoral.
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Historical Background
The Weirton area was first settled by White Europeans when Harmon Greathouse arrived
from Maryland in 1771. Five years later, John Holliday built on what is now Harmons Creek
a fortified log cabin commissioned by the council at Fort Pitt to guard against British and
Native American forces. After the war, the fort was abandoned. In 1793 the village of
Hollidays Cove was founded as the oldest permanent White settlement in Brooke County. A
nearby long slender island in the Ohio River was named for Colonel Richard Brown, a
Revolutionary War veteran who moved to a tract of 1,100 acres at Hollidays Cove following
the war. French military officer Victor Collot described the river passage around Browns
Island in 1796:
…the channel is on the left, but these islands must not be approached too nearly on
that side, there being shoals near, and the rocks along the bank. In the mid channel
is eight or nine feet of water. When you have doubled Brown’s Islands, the two
chains of mountains close in on the river; there are no more low lands, and the
chain, sinking on the left, forms a terrace of great extent…33
Zadok Cramer’s The Navigator recommended passage of Browns Island “close to the
Virginia shore for about 50 yards, thence directly toward the island.”34
The expedition stopped at the head, or northern end, of Browns Island on September 5,
1803. They had traveled sixteen miles from their previous night’s camp below Mill Creek.
The weather had deteriorated that evening and “continued with some intervals through the
night to rain pretty hard.” Lewis and the keelboat had gone ahead of the loaded boats to set
up camp. But by nightfall, he wrote, “my canoes which had on board the most valuable part
of my stores had not come up,” and Lewis ordered trumpets sounded to guide the crafts to
camp. Once they arrived, he checked the conditions of the oil cloth-covered goods. Finding
them in satisfactory condition, Lewis “concluded to let them remain on board and directed
that the water which they maid should be bailed out of them occasionally through the
night, which was done.” Repairs were made to the canoes, though Lewis was irritated that
“they still leaked considerably.”35 The expedition’s departure was again delayed the
following morning by fog, which Lewis described as “thick as usual this morning.”36 He had
observed this condition since departing Pittsburgh. As he wrote in his journal the evening
of September 1, “these Foggs are very common on the Ohio at this season of the year as also
in the spring.”37
Collot, 55.
Cramer, The Navigator, 23.
35 Lewis, September 5, 1803.
36 Lewis, September 6, 1803.
37 Lewis, September 1, 1803.
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Figure 2 This 1941 postcard of Browns Island shows the pastoral setting of the island likely encountered by Lewis and the
expedition.

Browns Island remained largely untouched by development into the mid-twentieth
century. The various communities around Harmons Creek remained unincorporated until
1947, when they merged to form Weirton. The area industrialized in the twentieth century,
with the sentiments of some residents mourning the loss of “one of the most beautiful
valleys and one of the most peaceful little towns on earth” now “covered with mills and
their byproducts.”38 National Steel built on Browns Island a coke plant, which operated
from 1973 until 1982. Weirton Steel Corporation acquired the assets of National Steel in
1984 and used the island for coke storage and slag processing. A 2001 environmental
reconnaissance report by the Rahall Transportation Institute at Marshall University
described the island’s condition after decades of industrial activity:
Most of the central and northern portion of the island is open with only scattered
trees and other vegetation. Some areas are undergoing secondary succession. Plant
growth is mainly weeds and in many areas, grasses. Where mature growth trees are
present, it does appear that fill material has been placed around the trees. Exposed
surface is mostly miscellaneous fill (brick, slag, gravel). The southern end of the
island remains largely unaffected by development and contains a large number of
Mary Ferguson and Mary Campbell Bowman, “The History of Hollidays Cove: Hollidays Cove’s Historical
Past Vanishes,” Weirton Daily Times, February 8, 1974.
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mature growth trees. Undergrowth in this area is mainly common herbaceous
species. The size of this area is estimated at approximately 40 acres.39
In October 2016, Browns Island was purchased by Mingo Junction Steel Works, a
subsidiary of the Frontier Group of Companies of Buffalo, New York. The company, which
targeted brownfield sites, planned to redevelop the island into the Weirton Frontier
Crossings commercial and industrial park with a 40MW solar farm.40
Selection Rationale
Browns Island was specifically mentioned in Lewis’s journal as a campsite. Though the
northern end of the island has been developed, the southern end of Browns Island remains
pastoral as it may have appeared when the expedition camped here in 1803. This site
qualifies as an HPHS based on Sense of Place, though it should be noted that Browns Island
is not publicly accessible.

Nick J. Rahall II Appalachian Transportation Institute, Marshall University, “Environmental Reconnaissance
Report for the Weirton Port and Industrial Centre Public Port District, Browns Island Site,” Public Support for
the Development of Browns Island (October 2001), 21.
40 Rahall, 3-4; Hancock County, West Virginia Deed Book 848, Page 657; “Weirton Frontier Crossings,”
Frontier Group of Companies, https://frontier-companies.com/weirton-frontier-crossings/, accessed
February 15, 2021.
39
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Wheeling Wharf
Selection Criteria: Sense of Place
National Heritage Area
The expedition made their first multi-night stop at Wheeling, Virginia (now West Virginia)
between September 7 and 9, 1803. Here, Lewis sent a letter to President Jefferson and met
with both Colonel Thomas Rodney and Dr. William E. Patterson, the latter expressing
interest in joining the expedition. Lewis considered extending an offer to Patterson, but the
doctor failed to show at the expedition’s time of departure on September 9.
Industrialization along the Wheeling riverfront in the twentieth century severed public
connection to the Ohio River. In the 1990s the development of the Wheeling National
Heritage Area resulted in the reclamation of the downtown site through the construction of
Heritage Port.
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Historical Background

Figure 3 Wheeling as documented by Victor Collot in 1796.

The Zane brothers—Ebenezer along with Jonathan, Silas, and Andrew—first claimed lands
at the confluence of Wheeling Creek and the Ohio River in 1769. During the American
Revolution, Wheeling was burned to the ground with the capture of Fort Henry. The town
was rebuilt, and by 1802, when Zadok Cramer published the first edition of The Navigator,
Wheeling was on an upward swing:
The town is well known as the most considerable places of embarkation to traders
and emigrants that is on the western waters. It is a post town, healthfully and
pleasantly situated on a very high bank of the river, and is encreasing very rapidly.
Here quantities of merchandise designed for the Ohio country is brought in waggons
during the dry seasons, as boats can frequently go from hence when they cannon
from higher up the river—Boats are also made here.41
Wheeling was the first town of considerable size west of Pittsburgh on the Ohio River, so it
is unsurprising that Lewis chose to stop here for an extended period. He described
Wheeling as “a pretty considerable Village [containing] about fifty houses…situated on the
east side of the river on an elivated bank.”42 Colonel Thomas Rodney (1744-1811), a
41

Cramer, The Navigator, 24.
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Jefferson-appointed judge who was traveling to his seat Mississippi Territory, was also in
Wheeling at the same time and provided a more detailed description of the town:
The little town is the Court of Ohio County in Virginia. The Court House stands [on]
the east side [of] the Main Street and is but an ordinary stone building. The town
appears to contain about a hundred houses, some pretty good framed houses, and a
few of brick chiefly in one street and about half a mile long. It stands on the bank of
the Ohio above Wheeling Creek and under a lofty hill or mountain. There is two or
three boat yards here for building river boats and a number of taverns and
mercantile shops and a variety of mechanics.43
At Wheeling, the expedition could rest and regroup, and Lewis could attend to business and
replenish their supplies.
Lewis made the most of his time in Wheeling, The expedition arrived around 5:00 p.m. on
September 7, 1803. Lewis went ashore to meet a Mr. Caldwell, “a merchant of that place to
whome I had consigned a part of my goods which I had sent by land from Pittsburgh or at
any point above it.”44 Finding the supplies in good order, Lewis then met with Rodney and
his traveling companions Major Richard Claiborne and William Bayard Shields. He decided
to remain an additional day in Wheeling so the expedition could rest after their arduous
journey from Pittsburgh. As he wrote in the journal, “my men were much fatiegued and I
concluded it would be better to give them a days rest and wash their clothes and exchange
their flour for bread or bake their bread in a better manner than they had the means of
baking it while traveling.”45 The following day, he wrote a letter to President Jefferson
informing him of the delay in departure from Pittsburgh. The low condition of the Ohio
River made travel difficult, he wrote, as the many riffles and stony bars were exposed in the
low water, “lower than it has ever been known by the oldest settler in this country.” 46
Lewis also purchased another pirogue to carry the additional goods and hired a hand,
Samuel Montgomery, to guide the craft.47
Also on September 8, Lewis met with Dr. William Ewing Patterson (1782-1829), the son of
the math professor Lewis consulted in Philadelphia. The young physician professed
interest in joining the expedition. Lewis consented to this prospect, as Patterson’s medical
Lewis, September 7, 1803.
Dwight L. Smith and Ray Swick, eds., A Journey through the West Thomas Rodney’s 1803 Journal from
Delaware to the Mississippi Territory (Athens: Ohio University Press, 1997), 48. Hereafter referred to as
Rodney.
44 Lewis, September 7, 1803.
45 Lewis, September 8, 1803.
46 Meriwether Lewis to Thomas Jefferson, September 8, 1803, in Jackson, 122.
47 Montgomery would be let go at Marietta. Lewis, September 13, 1803.
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expertise would be a valuable asset in the western wilderness. Additionally, Lewis
informed Patterson, he would be a suitable candidate for co-commander if Clark declined
the position. Regardless of whether the doctor continued onward from their winter camp
near St. Louis, reasoned Lewis, the Illinois Country was in greater need of a physician than
Wheeling. Patterson agreed to these terms, and he was to be at the riverfront to depart the
following afternoon at 3:00 p.m.48
Lewis again met with Rodney and his travel party, for whom he demonstrated the air gun
as he had done at Brunot Island. Rodney described the experience:
He shewed us his air gun which fired 22 times at one charge. He shewed us the
mode of charging her and then loaded with 12 balls which he intended to fire one at
a time; but she by some means lost the whole charge of air at the first fire. He
charged her again and then she fired twice. He then found the cause and in some
measure prevented the airs escaping, and then she fired seven times; but when in
perfect order she fires 22 times in a minute. All the balls are put at once in a short
side barrel and are then droped into the chamber of the gun one at a time by moving
a spring; and when the triger is pulled just so much air escapes out of the air bag
which forms the britch [breech] of the gun as serves for one ball. It is a curious peice
of workmanship not easily discribed and therefore I omit attempting it.49
That evening, he dined with Rodney, Claiborne, Shields, and others at the tavern of
Ebenezer Zane, son of Wheeling founder Jonathan Zane. Rodney reported that they dined
on a pike caught by Claiborne and Shields in the Ohio River the previous day, which he
found “to be a very good kind of fish; and we have a cleaver diner.”50 After the meal, Rodney
accompanied Lewis “to [his] boat and partook of some watermellons.”51 Lewis described
the expedition’s plans in detail to Rodney, who recorded it in his journal:
Captain Lewes’s object is to assend the Misisipi and to visit the Lake of the Woods, to
ascertain accurately its lattitude and longitude and as well as the head of the
Misisipi, and then to return to or cross over to the Misouri and explore those parts
and branches of it that are yet unknown and the country of Louisana west of the
Misisipi. He says that the Brittish or the Canadians under the Brittish, by means of
what is called the Company of the West trading under the direction of Sir Alexander
McKenzie, the northern and western traveler in America, now trade from Canada
through the lakes and up the Fox River from the Green Bay on Lake Michigan and
Lewis, September 8, 1803.
Rodney, 50.
50 Ibid.
51 Lewis, September 8, 1803.
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down the Consin to the Misisipi, and up the River St. Pear or St. Peter, and so across
the country to the north bend of the Misouri, which course of trade comes
considerably within the terratory of the United States east of the Misisipi and will be
more so on the west side when the cession of Louisana is ratafied. This may in the
future be the cause of dispute and trouble between the United States and G. Brittain
unless early prohibited.52
On September 9 the expedition readied to leave. As he had promised, Lewis waited at the
landing until 3:00 p.m., but “the Dr. could not get ready.”53 This was perhaps for the best as
the physician was known to struggle with alcoholism and may have been an unreliable
addition to the expedition. Rodney and his party came to see Lewis off, and they “took a
parting drink and part of a water mellon on board his boat then bid him adieu and stayed
on shore to se him depart, and I waited till I saw him over the first ripple.”54 After
departing, Lewis realized that bread they had baked in Wheeling had not been loaded. The
expedition pulled ashore six miles downriver, and an annoyed Lewis “instantly dispatched
the Corpol. And two men for the bread and gave him a dollar to pay the woman for their
trouble.”55 After a rainy night, the expedition broke camp at sunrise, but the men had yet to
return. Lewis recorded in his journal, “I began to fear that he was 〈miffed〉 piqued with the
sharp reprimand I gave him the evening before for this negligence & inattention with
respect to the bread and had deserted.” The men returned at 8:00 a.m., and the expedition
departed.56
As increasing numbers of settlers moved west through the Ohio River Valley, the frontier
moved along with them. Wheeling became an established market center and experienced
two distinct periods of economic growth—one following the completion of the National
Road to the town in 1818, and another after becoming the capital of the new state of West
Virginia in 1863. Industry sprouted along the riverfront into the twentieth century.
In 1956 a four-level parking garage opened on the site of Wheeling Wharf, effectively
severing the connection between Wheeling’s commercial core and the Ohio River. But with
the emergence of the historic preservation and environmental movements, public support
grew for the reclamation of the riverfront. In the 1990s the National Park Service funded
study of downtown Wheeling, which was proposed as a National Heritage Area. The
parking garage was removed, and development of Heritage Port began. The Wheeling

Rodney, 51-52.
Lewis, September 9, 1803.
54 Rodney, 53.
55 Lewis, September 9, 1803.
56 Lewis, September 10, 1803.
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National Heritage Area Act of 2000 was signed into law as part of Department of Interior
funding in 2001.

Figure 4 Wheeling in 1890. Ohio County Public Library.
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Selection Rationale

Wheeling has high historical significance as the first site that Lewis and the expedition
stayed longer than one day. Here, Lewis received supplies he had shipped from Pittsburgh
and purchased a pirogue in which to transport them. While the riverfront at Wheeling has
undergone many changes since 1803 and bears no resemblance to the town or
environment experienced by the expedition, its reclamation as Heritage Port has
reconnected downtown Wheeling to the Ohio River. Here, interpretation of the expedition
is extant and may be increased to further enhance its Sense of Place.
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Grave Creek Mound
Selection Criteria: Sense of Place, Presence of Historic Remnants
National Register of Historic Places, National Historic Landmark
Lewis landed at what was then Elizabethtown, Virginia around 11 o’clock a.m. on
September 10, 1803, to visit “a remarkable artificial mound of earth called by the people in
this neighborhood the Indian grave.” The mound, he reported, “stands on the east bank of
the Ohio 12 miles below Wheeling and about 700 paces from the river, as the land is not
cleard the mound is not visible from the river.” He described the mound as “nearly a
regular cone 310 yards in circumference at it’s base & 65 feet high terminating in a blont
point whose diameter is 30 feet.” Trees grew on the mound, including a “white oak whose
girth is 13 ½ feet” he estimated to be 300 years old, as well as sugar (maple), hickory,
poplar, and red oak trees.57
Grave Creek Mound is the largest of a series of mounds built by the Adena culture between
250 BCE and 150 BCE during the Late Woodland Period. The settlements of Elizabethtown
and Mound City grew on either side of the mound and merged into Moundsville in 1865.
Study of the mound was encouraged by Delf Norona, a founder of the West Virginia

57

Lewis, September 10, 1803.
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Archaeological Society. A museum named after Norona is situated immediately adjacent to
the mound, which was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1964.
Historical Background
Brothers Joseph and Samuel Tomlinson left Maryland in 1770 for the flats of Grave Creek,
though Samuel returned east shortly thereafter. The Grave Creek flats covered roughly
2,000 acres in land, with smaller mounds scattered throughout the site around the larger
mound. Local tradition held that Joseph discovered a large series of mounds while hunting
deer, and he chose his homesite to be about 300 feet from the largest mound.
Elizabethtown, named for Joseph’s wife, grew on the northern side of the flats and included
most of the mounds. However, White settlers demolished many of the smaller mounds as
they cleared the land. Grave Creek Mound became a tourist attraction, drawing many
visitors starting in the late eighteenth century. English traveler Nicholas Cresswell
described the mounds in his diary in May 1775: “All these Hills appear to have been made
by human art, but by whom, in what age, or for what use I leave it for more able
antiquarians to determine.”58 The mounds were thought to have included fortifications in
writings by General Richard Butler in 1785 and Winthrop Sargeant in 1787.
The expedition arrived at Elizabethtown around 11:00 a.m. on September 10, 1803. While
most of Lewis’s journal entries up to this point were abbreviated in their description of
settlements, the mounds at Elizabethtown received lavish treatment by comparison:
“This remarkable mound of earth stands on the east bank of the Ohio 12 miles below
Wheeling and about 700 paces from the river, as the land is not cleard the mound is
not visible from the river—this mound gives name to two small creeks called little
and big grave creek which passing about a half a mile on each side of it & fall into
ohio about a mile distant from each other the small creek is above, the mound
stands on the most elivated ground of a large bottom containing about 4000 acres of
land the bottom is bounded from N. E. to S. W. by a high range of hills which seem
to discribe a simecircle around it of which the river is the dimater, the hills being
more distant from the mound than the river, near the mound to the N. stands a small
town lately laid out called Elizabeth-town there are but about six or seven dwelling
houses in it as yet, in this town there are several mounds of the same kind of the
large one but not near as large, in various parts of this bottom the traces of old
intrenchments are to be seen tho' they are so imperfect that they cannot be traced in
such manner as to make any complete figure; for this enquire I had not leasure.59

58
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Lewis, September 10, 1803.

High Potential Historic Sites along the Eastern Trail Extension
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail
Project No. 140P6020P0029

40

Lewis made his way to Grave Creek Mound, of which he also made a thorough description:
the mound is nearly a regular cone 310 yards in circumpherence at it's base & 65
feet high terminating in a blont point whose diameter is 30 feet, this point is concave
being depressed about five feet in the center, arround the base runs a ditch 60 feet
in width which is broken or intesected by a ledge of earth raised as high as the outer
bank of the ditch on the N. W. side, this bank is about 30 feet wide and appers to
have formed the enterence to fortifyed mound— near the summet of this mound
grows a white oak tree whose girth is 13 ½ feet, from the aged appeance of this tree
I think it's age might resonably calculated at 300 years, the whole mound is covered
with large timber, sugar tree, hickory, poplar, red and white oak.60
A local resident informed Lewis that excavations in a smaller mound had uncovered two
human skeletons, which had been sent to the museum of Charles Willson Peale in
Philadelphia. He offered no description of the smaller mounds, but a contemporary account
was made by an unnamed visitor to Elizabethtown in 1807:
There are four or five small mounds, all within a few hundred yards of the great one,
each about thirty feet in diameter, much lower in proportion than it, all rounded
over the tops, and like the great one showing their antiquity, by the size of the trees,
plants and shrubs which cover them, and having more than it the appearance of
timuli.61
The Grave Creek Mound remained in possession of the Tomlinson family for many years.
While the family refused to cut any trees atop the mound, excavations were not off limits.
In 1838 Abelard Tomlinson, a grandson of Joseph, and his brother-in-law Thomas Biggs
began digging shafts into the giant mound. Ethnologist Henry R. Schoolcraft visited the
mound and described the excavations in an 1851 article:
He [Abelard] formed the plan to open a gallery from its northern base to its centre,
to be intersected at its terminus, by a perpendicular shaft from the centre of the
depression in the plane of its apex. To preserve the mound, he determined to secure
the work by brick walls, that the interior might be visited. To carry out this idea, and
add to the gratification of visitors, he determined to build a wooden tower, of three
plateaux, each of less dimensions than its inferior one, being somewhat in the
teocalli style, over the top of the shaft, to crown the whole. A rotunda was excavated
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at its base, and this was converted into a museum to exhibit the articles
discovered.62

Figure 5 Engraving by J. W. Orr. From E. G. Squier and E. H. Davis, Ancient Monuments of the Mississippi Valley: Comprising
the Results of Extensive Original Surveys and Explorations (New York: Bartlett & Wellford, 1848).

The museum operated until 1847, after which Grave Creek Mound fell into disrepair. By
1860 the property had passed out of possession of the Tomlinson family. George S.
McFadden, the first warden of the West Virginia State Penitentiary located adjacent to the
mound, purchased the property in 1874. He gave serious consideration to demolishing the
mound for prison infrastructure, but this idea received much local opposition. After
McFadden’s death in 1906, his son R. J. McFadden planned to destroy the mound to sell the
land for development. The Wheeling Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution
secured an option on the property in 1908, and the following year the West Virginia state
legislature appropriated funds to purchase Grave Creek Mound. The mound was restored,
the collapsed Tomlinson excavations filled in, and landscaping installed to protect it from
erosion. Delf Norona, a Hong Kong-born British engineer and amateur archaeologist who
moved to West Virginia in 1930, became the foremost expert on the Grave Creek Mound
and was a founder of the West Virginia Archaeological Society. Due to Norona’s efforts, the
a museum to interpret the mound and Adena culture, was built in 1952 adjacent to the site.

Henry R. Schoolcraft, “Observations Respecting the Grave Creek Mound, in Western Virginia,” in
Transactions of the American Ethnological Society, Volume 1 (New York: Bartlett & Welford, 1845), 381.
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He served as curator until his death in 1978, the same year the new Delf Norona Museum
opened. Grave Creek Mound was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1964 and
added to the National Register of Historic Places two years later.63
Selection Rationale

Grave Creek Mound is recommended as an HPHS first and foremost for its Presence of
Historic Remnants as an extant physical feature visited by Lewis and described in the
expedition journal. A Sense of Place may also be interpreted at the site as the mound
inspires curiosity and wonder about its origins and purpose, feelings which were likewise
felt by Lewis.

Delf Norona, Moundsville’s Mammoth Mound (Moundsville: West Virginia Archaeological Society, 1954), 3542.
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Marietta
Selection Criteria: Sense of Place
National Register of Historic Places
Lewis and the expedition arrived at Marietta on September 13, 1803. He wrote a letter to
President Jefferson, dismissed two hands, and hired another. The following morning, the
expedition was delayed in departure due to two drunk hands who had gone missing
overnight.
Ohio Riverfront Park stretches along the Ohio River to the mouth of the Muskingum River.
Extant properties in Marietta dating to 1803 include the Ohio Land Company Office, the
Rufus Putnam House, which is located inside the Campus Martius Museum, and the Mound
Cemetery Mound.
Historical Background
The earliest evidence of habitation at the mouth of the Muskingum River is the Marietta
Earthworks. Built by the Hopewell culture between 100 BCE and 500 CE, the earthworks
are entirely contained within Marietta. The French were the first White claimants to the
area, with explorers burying leaden plates throughout Ohio to mark their territory. One of
these plates was buried at Marietta around 1749. The first known White settler was John
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Carpenter, an American who built a fortified house on the Ohio River across from the
mouth of Short Creek in 1781. Fort Harmar was built on the western side of the Muskingum
River in 1785. Three years later, the Ohio Land Company, a group of New England investors
and settlers led by General Rufus Putnam, established across the river from the fort the
first permanent White American settlement in the Northwest Territory. The town, named
Marietta in honor of Marie Antoinette and France’s alliance with the United States during
the American Revolution, was located on the eastern bank of the Muskingum. Two forts,
Campus Martius and Picketed Point Stockade, were built to protect the inhabitants from
attacks by Native Americans who resisted White incursion into their territory north of the
Ohio.

Figure 6 An engraving of Marietta as seen by Victor Collot in 1796.

Published journals by travelers provide a glimpse of Marietta around the time Lewis
visited. Zadok Cramer provided this description the town in the 1802 edition of The
Navigator:
The principal town in the Ohio company purchase in the N. W. Territory, is situated
at the confluence of the Muskingum, a fine navigable stream, with the Ohio. The
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progress of this town and the adjacent settlement was, for several years much
impeded by Indian wars; but now bids fair to become a place of considerable
importance, to which it is well entitled by the beauty of its situation, and the
universally acknowledged industry of the New Englanders, by whom the town and
lands within the purchase are chiefly settled. The inhabitants of Marietta are among
the first who have exported the produce of the Ohio country, in vessels of their own
building. […] It is a post town and has a printing press, which issues a weekly
paper.64
Rev. Thaddeus Mason Harris visited Marietta in April 1803 while making a tour of the
territory northwest of the Alleghenies, writing in his journal,
There are now within the town plat five hundred and fifty inhabitants, and ninety
one dwelling houses, sixty-five of which are frame or plank, and three of stone. It
contains also eight merchants’ stores, nineteen buildings occupied by public officers
and mechanics, three rope walks eight hundred and fifty feet long, and an academy
which is used at present as a place of worship.65
According to British traveler Fortescue Cuming, by 1807 Marietta contained about ninetyseven houses or buildings on the left bank, including a courthouse, market house, school,
and post office. He described the houses of Marietta as being built of “brick, some of stone,
but they are chiefly of wood, many of them large, and having a certain air of taste,” which
he attributed to the large number of New England natives who had settled the town. Two
blockhouses, fortified buildings to which residents could retreat when under attack, dated
to the 1790s before the Treaty of Greenville ended the Northwest Indian War and pushed
Native Americans farther west. There were about thirty structures on the right bank, the
former site of Fort Harmar, which was accessed by a rope ferry.66
Lewis and the expedition arrived at Marietta around 7:00 p.m. on September 13, 1803.
Here he wrote a letter to Jefferson in which he described methods the expedition used to
pass riffles, either by digging or being towed by horses or oxen. Lewis noted the passage
from Wheeling to Marietta was much easier than to the former from Pittsburgh, “insomuch
that I have been enabled to get on without the necessity employing oxen or horses to
obliged to cut a passage through four or five bars, and by that means past them.”67 When he
mailed the letter, Lewis certainly met postmaster Griffin Greene, who served as a colonel in
the Continental Army and was a cousin to Major General Nathanael Greene. Lewis
Cramer, The Navigator, 26.
Thomas Jefferson Summers, History of Marietta (Marietta: The Leader Publishing Co., 1903), 120.
66 Cuming, 105.
67 Meriwether Lewis to Thomas Jefferson, September 13, 1803, in Jackson, 124.
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described Greene as “much of a gentleman and an excelant republican,” and invited him
onboard the keelboat that evening.68 Additionally, Lewis had dismissed two hands—"one of
whome by the name of Wilkinson I had engaged at Georgetown, the other Saml.
Mongomery, I engaged at Wheeling”—and hired another. He recorded a running count of
the expedition party between Pittsburgh and Marietta:
my party from Pittsburgh to Mackintosh was 11 [written over 10] strong from
thence to georgetown 10 [written over 11], from thence to Wheeling 11 [written
over 10], from thence to Muskingum 13 [perhaps written over 12], from thence to
Limestone 12, at Wheeling I engaged Mongomery and a young man come on board
and agreed to work his passage, on the same terms I engaged another at Marietta or
the mouth of Muskingum.69
The expedition was delayed in departing the next morning as two hands were missing.
After a search, he recounted, “I fnally found them and had them brought on board, so drunk
that they were unable to help themselves.”70

Lewis, September 13, 1803.
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70 Lewis, September 14, 1803.
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Selection Rationale

Lewis visited Marietta and described the town, which qualifies it under the criterion Sense
of Place. While today it has little evidence of its early nineteenth century appearance,
Riverfront Park which lines the Ohio River from the mouth of the Muskingum River beyond
the Williamstown Bridge offers many opportunities for interpretation of the Marietta Lewis
encountered. The historical marker pictured above is located across the Muskingum at the
former site of Fort Harmar.
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Little Kanawha River Confluence
Selection Criteria: Sense of Place
The expedition departed their camp one mile upriver of Newport, then Virginia now West
Virginia, at sunrise on September 15, 1803. They passed the mouth of the Little Kanawha
River, which Lewis described as “about 60 yards wide at it’s mouth,” with “a considerable
settlement on this river.” Along this stretch of the Ohio River, Lewis’s dog Seamon “saw and
caught several squirrels, attempting to swim the river.”71
Newport merged with another settlement to become Parkersburg in 1810. Near the
confluence of the Ohio and Little Kanawha Rivers is Blennerhassett Island, upon which
Harmon Blennerhassett built a palatial mansion around 1799. The mansion burned around
1810, not long Blennerhassett had been implicated with Aaron Burr’s sovereign state
conspiracy. On a bluff overlooking the confluence is Fort Boreman Historical Park, the site
of a Civil War-era fortification, which provides a panoramic view of the confluence, the
cities of Parkersburg, West Virginia, and Belpre, Ohio, and Blennerhassett Island, today a
state historical park featuring a reconstruction of the mansion. The mouth of the Little
Kanawha River is accessible at Point Park just outside the Parkersburg floodwall.

71
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Historical Background
The area around the Little Kanawha River was settled by Whites around the time of the
American Revolution. The first permanent White settler near the mouth of the Little
Kanawha River was James Neal from Green County, Pennsylvania. Hired to survey the claim
made by Alexander Parker, also from Green County, Neal returned to the area in 1785 on a
flatboat with other settlers. He established Neal’s Station, a block house which served as a
place of protection for settlers and travelers.72 French military officer Victor Collot
encountered the mouth of the Little Kanawha River in 1796 when his party traveled ten
miles up the river. He noted the current to be sluggish and suitable for both commerce and
agriculture. Collot mentioned no settlement on the Virginia side of the river but noted
Belpre a mile downstream on the Ohio side. He also observed nearby Bel Pre Island (later
Blennerhassett Island) as “very considerable and well inhabited.”73 Wood County was
formed from part of Harrison County in 1799, and the county seat was set at the village at
the mouth of the Little Kanawha. At the time, the location was known as The Point or
Stokelyville for property owner John Stokely. A town was laid out by Stokely in 1800.
Named Newport, this was the settlement noted by Lewis in his September 15, 1803, journal
entry. Adjacent to Newport was the estate of Alexander Parker, where another town would
be laid out in 1809, and it would merge with Newport the next year as Parkersburg. 74
At sunrise on September 15, 1803, the expedition departed from the previous night’s camp
on the Virginia shore. One mile downriver, Lewis wrote, they “passed the mouth of the little
Kanaway” which he estimated to be “about 60 yards at it’s mouth.” He also observed “a
considerable settlement on this river.” The expedition soon passed the settlement of
Belpre, Ohio, and Blennerhassett Island, but Lewis made no mention of either location in
his journal.75
Blennerhassett Island was named for Harman Blennerhassett, an Anglo-Irish immigrant
who purchased the upper half of the island in 1798 from Elijah Backus. He built a palatial
two-story home, about which he boasted in a letter “stand me in upward of thirty thousand
dollars, not mentioning gardens and shrubbery, in the English style, hedges, post fences,
and complete farm-yards, containing barns, stables, overseers’ and negro houses.”76 But
Blennerhassett lived in the house for only about six years. In 1805 he joined with Aaron
Burr to conspire against the United States, and his property was seized by the state of
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Virginia following his arrest. Historian Martin Register Andrews provided a sympathetic
view of Blennerhassett’s involvement in the conspiracy:
The fascinating Burr owned the heart of the genial Blennerhassett and persuaded
him to invest his fortune in a venture which even yet has in it something of mystery,
but which at the time promised wealth and fame to the sanguine promoters.77
Blennerhassett’s own words allude to this, as he wrote in an 1811 to Joseph Alston, Burr’s
son-in-law:
Having mentioned Mr. Burr, I wish you, sir to observe, that I shall never more
consider a reference to his honor, good faith, or resources in any other light than as
a scandal to any man offering it who is not already sunk as low as himself.78
The Blennerhassett mansion burned in 1811. A detailed replica was constructed in the
1980s, and today the island is a West Virginia state park accessible by ferry from
Parkersburg.
Selection Rationale
The mouth of the Little Kanawha River is recommended as an HPHS for its Sense of Place.
Both the river and Parkersburg were mentioned in Lewis’s journal. A Sense of Place may be
interpreted from both Point Park at the confluence as well as at Fort Boreman State
Historical Park on a bluff at the south side of the Little Kanawha, from where the
approximate location of the September 14, 1803, campsite just upriver may be viewed.
Since neither Blennerhassett Island nor the Blennerhassett mansion were mentioned by
Lewis in his journal entry for September 15, 1803, they nominally do not qualify as part of
the HPHS. However, I have included their history in this report as the island and the
reconstructed house do provide historic context for the time period of the expedition.

Martin Register Andrews, History of Marietta and Washington County, Ohio, and Representative Citizens
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Kanawha River Confluence
Other Name:
Tu-Endie-Wei State Park
Selection Criteria: Sense of Place
National Register of Historic Places
Lewis made his last journal entry for nearly two months on September 18, 1803, after
passing Letart Falls. The expedition would have passed the mouth of the Kanawha River
the following day.
The hewn log ca. 1796 Mansion House is the oldest extant building in Point Pleasant, West
Virginia. It anchors Tu-Endie-Wei State Park along with a granite obelisk erected in 1901 to
memorialize the Battle of Point Pleasant in 1774. The Mansion House Museum, which
began operation by the local Daughters of the American Revolution at the dedication of the
obelisk, is open seasonally.
Historical Background
The confluence of the Ohio and Kanawha Rivers drew explorers and surveyors who
journeyed west of the Allegheny Mountains. A lead plate was found in the 1840s at this
location, one of many planted by the French in the seventeenth century to claim lands in
the Ohio River Valley. George Washington passed through in 1770 while leading a

High Potential Historic Sites along the Eastern Trail Extension
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail
Project No. 140P6020P0029

52

surveying crew. White settlers trickled into the area but were met with resistance from the
Shawnee and other Native American bands. Conflict erupted on October 10, 1774, when
General Andrew Lewis (no relation to Meriwether Lewis) led a force of over one thousand
men into what historian Virgil Anson Lewis called “the most fiercely contested battle ever
fought with the Indians in Virginia.”79 Gen. Lewis was victorious over Shawnee Chief
Cornstalk, who in 1777 was murdered by American troops along with his son Elinipsico
and two other Shawnee. White settlement in the area increased with the construction of
Fort Randolph at the confluence, where Gen. Lewis purchased 9,000 acres of land. In 1794
two hundred acres of land belonging to Thomas Lewis, son of Gen. Lewis, was laid off into
lots and streets. The Virginia state legislature established the town of Point Pleasant in
December of that year. One of the lots was purchased by Walter Newman, a native of
Pennsylvania who had fought in the Battle of Point Pleasant. Local tradition held that
Newman’s wife would not move west over the Alleghenies until he built her a mansion,
which served as both the Newman home and a tavern.
For reasons unknown, Lewis ceased journal entries after September 18, 1803. The
expedition had passed Letart Falls, a rapid and noted navigational hazard on the Ohio
River, and would have arrived at the Kanawha River the following day. As a description of
the confluence and its settlements were not made by Lewis, we turn to the accounts of
contemporary travelers for insight into Point Pleasant would have appeared to the
expedition. Zadok Cramer noted a “handsome little town, well situated, commanding an
extensive view of the Ohio” and, due to its popularity as a departure point for settlers,
predicted Point Pleasant would become “a place of considerable note.”80 Colonel Thomas
Rodney, who Lewis encountered at Wheeling, passed by Point Pleasant on September 28,
1803, and provided a description of the town:
The town of Mount Pleasant contains only 8 or 10 houses logged and framed and
look but mean for such a place. Here Du[n]more was in 1774, and here General
Lewes had a battle with the Indians. Many bones still remain but slightly burried
and here was once a large town of the Indians extending, Pryor says, 3 miles up the
Ohio from the Cawhawah. There is still great evidence of this.81
British traveler Fortescue Cuming gave his impression the town in July 1807:
Point Pleasant, where we arrived at seven o’clock in the evening, is beautifully
situated on a bank, at least forty feet above the common level of the Ohio, at the
conflux of the great Kenhawa with that river. It contains twenty-one indifferent
Virgil Anson Lewis, History of West Virginia (Philadelphia: Hubbard Brothers, 1889), 619.
Cramer, The Navigator, 29.
81 Rodney, 82.
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houses, including a court house of square logs, this being the seat of justice of Mason
county.82
The site of the Mansion House was purchased in 1901 as part of a memorial to the Battle of
Point Pleasant. All buildings save the cabin were cleared from the site, and a stone obelisk
was erected. The log structure, which had served as a residence after it ceased operation as
a tavern, was restored and operated as a museum by the Daughters of the American
Revolution. Shed porches were added around 1911 to protect the building. It was
measured and recorded in architectural drawings by the Historic American Buildings
Survey in 1934. Today, the Mansion House immediately fronts the Ohio River, though the
structure was likely much farther from the river when constructed. The National Register
Nomination for the Point Pleasant Battlefield reports that local tradition held a cornfield
and drill ground once filled the space between the Mansion House and the river, which
eroded the bank over time.83
Selection Rationale
The expedition would have passed the mouth of the Kanawha River around September 19,
1803. While Lewis stopped making journal entries the previous day, he likely would have
noted the confluence and its settlements much like he did when passing the Little Kanawha
River and what is now Parkersburg, West Virginia. The presence of the Mansion House at
Tu-Endie-Wei State Park, which dates to the time of the expedition, aids in interpreting a
Sense of Place and would qualify as Presence of Historic Remnants if noted in the
expedition journal.

Cuming, 123.
Clifford M. Lewis, “Point Pleasant Battlefield,” National Register Nomination Form (Washington, DC:
Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 1970).
82
83

High Potential Historic Sites along the Eastern Trail Extension
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail
Project No. 140P6020P0029

54

Big Bone Lick
Selection Criteria: Scenic Quality, Sense of Place, Freedom from Intrusion,
Presence of Historic Remnants
National Register of Historic Places, National Natural Landmark
President Thomas Jefferson ordered Lewis and Clark to record all fauna on their expedition
with emphasis on prehistoric animals, which he believed may still exist in the west. In
Cincinnati Lewis conferred with Dr. William Goforth, who had collected fossils from Big
Bone Lick in Kentucky. On October 4, 1803, several days after Lewis had sent the
expedition downriver, he traveled overland to the site. However, the property owner
ceased further removal of specimens from the land, so Goforth agreed to send items from
his own collection to the president.
The history of Big Bone Lick reaches back into the Ice Age, when mammoths, mastodons,
and other large herbivores visited the salt lick. The marshy land trapped some animals,
who died and were preserved in the boggy soil. On order from President Jefferson in 1807,
Clark led the first organized paleontological expedition in American history to Big Bone
Lick. He gathered three hundred bones and teeth which were exhibited in the White House.
Big Bone Lick became a state park on July 2, 1960, and named a National Natural Landmark
in 2009.
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Historical Background
Over 10,000 years ago during the Pleistocene, commonly referred to as the Ice Age, the salt
springs at Big Bone Lick attracted herbivorous mammals such as mastodon, mammoths,
ground sloths, bison, and giant stag moose. The soil around the spring was soggy, and
megafauna like mammoths, which weighed upward of five tons, risked sinking into the
mud. The trapped animals died, and their bones were preserved via mineralization. Big
Bone Lick became a treasure trove of natural history, a subject in which President Jefferson
had a keen interest. When he ordered the western expedition in 1803, the search for Ice
Age species was an emphasized area of exploration as contemporary scholars posited these
animals perhaps still existed in unexplored regions. In instructions to Lewis issued on June
20, 1803, Jefferson ordered him to give special attention to “objects worthy of notice”
including “the animals of the country generally, & especially those not known in the U.S.” as
well as “the remains or accounts of any which may be deemed rare or extinct.”84 Big Bone
Lick, south of Cincinnati in Kentucky and along Lewis’s route down the Ohio River, was a
prime location where Lewis could gather the desired specimens.

Figure 7 Approximation of Cincinnati as it appeared in 1802, drawn by Henry Howe in 1846. From Howe, Historical
Collections of Ohio, Vol. 2, Ohio Centennial Edition (Cincinnati, OH: C. J. Krehbiel & Co., 1904), 768.

Lewis arrived in Cincinnati on September 28, 1803. Here he received two letters from Clark
dated August 21 and September 11. In his response, he recounted the journey since
departing Pittsburgh to be “the most tedious and laborious passage.”85 The expedition
paused several days, Lewis explained in a letter to Jefferson, since the expedition members
were “much fatiegued with the labour to which they have been subjected in descending the
river.”86

Jefferson’s Instructions to Lewis, June 20, 1803, in Jackson, 63.
Lewis to Clark, September 28, 1803, in Jackson, 124. As Lewis ceased regular journal entries on September
18, 1803, any information beyond that date until the next entry on November 11, 1803, are taken from
letters, newspapers, and other contemporary sources.
86 Meriwether Lewis to Thomas Jefferson, October 3, 1803, in Jackson, 126.
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Lewis conferred with amateur paleontologist Dr. William Goforth, who had collected fossils
from Big Bone Lick. The doctor had begun excavations at the Kentucky site “beginning of
May last” in search of a complete mammoth skeleton. He found, Lewis wrote to Jefferson, “a
large number of specimens of the bones of this anamal, tho’ generally in a very imperfect
and mutilated state” as well as “several grinders of the anamal generally supposed to be an
Elephant” in excellent condition. Though the remainder of Goforth’s collection remained at
Big Bone Lick, Lewis examined these specimens and described them in the letter:
All the bones, which I observed in the possession of Dr. Goforth appear to be those
of the Mammoth, accept only the Elephant-like grin[d]ers; the most remarkable
among them was a portion of the lower or larger part of a tusk; measuring one foot
ten inches in circumpherence and five feet eight inches in length, the Dr. informed
me when he first obtained it, it was upwards of six feet in length and weighed one
hundred pounds; the greatest[t] circumpherence of the tusks of Mr. Peale’s skeleton
I believe is not more than one foot six 1/2 inches.87
Mammoth tusks, Lewis reported, “were conical, much Curved, and also spiral or twisted,”
though some were flattened. Several of the bones were in “a good state of preservation”
including mammoth jaw “grinders” and specimens which Lewis identified as “Elephants
teeth.”88 These discoveries, wrote Lewis, made Big Bone Lick “a place of more interesting
enquiry than formerly,” and he decided to “seize the present moment to visit it.” However,
the owner of lands which included Big Bone Lick, David Ross of Virginia, barred the
removal of additional bones from the site. Goforth offered two specimens, “the one a
grinder of the Elaphant, the other, that of the Mammoth, the former weighs ten and 1/2
pounds, the latter I have not weighed,” from his personal collection as well as bones he had
already extracted at the lick.89
On October 1, after three days’ rest, Lewis sent the boats ahead while he prepared to visit
Big Bone Lick. By horse, the site was only seventeen miles, but numerous bends in the Ohio
River made the water route over fifty miles. He departed Cincinnati early on October 4,
1803. At Big Bone Lick, Lewis made selections from the extracted specimens and took them
to an Ohio River landing for transport to Jefferson.90 Lewis rendezvoused with the
expedition to continue toward the Falls of the Ohio, where Clark awaited their arrival.
Thomas Rodney, who Lewis encountered at Wheeling, visited Big Bone Lick about a week

Lewis to Jefferson, October 3, 1803, in Jackson, 127.
Ibid., 129-130
89 Ibid., 126.
90 The bones never made it to Washington, D.C., as the boat sank while moored at Natchez, Mississippi.
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later. He found that “Captain Lewes had got the long tusk lately found and one or another
has carried of[f] all the larger bones.”91

Figure 8 Map of Big Bone Lick, 1831. From Monthly American Journal of Geology and Natural Science, Vol. 1, No. 4 (1831),
published in "Big Bone Lick, Kentucky," Museum Notes, No. 33 (March 1967).

In 1807 Clark visited Big Bone Lick on orders from President Jefferson. Goforth had sent
specimens to Great Britain for exhibition, and Jefferson wanted some of his own since the
Lewis shipment had been lost. Clark led ten men to Big Bone Lick where they gathered
three hundred bones and teeth for display in the White House. This expedition became the
first organized paleontological expedition in American history.92 The site was created Big
Bone Lick State Park in 1960. It was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in
1972 and designated a National Natural Landmark in 2009.
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Rodney, 111.
R. A. Davis, “Big Bone! Kentucky’s Original Stick-in-the-Mud,” Rocks & Minerals 56, no. 3 (1981), 115-118.
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Selection Rationale

Big Bone Lick meets the specifications to be considered an HPHS under all four criteria. The
approximate location along Big Bone Creek where the Goforth excavations occurred
minimally impacted by development consisting of unpaved walking trails. Hence, Big Bone
Lick is one of the few sites on the eastern extension of the Lewis and Clark Trail which
qualifies as an HPHS based on Freedom from Intrusion. The areas around the creek also
evoke a Sense of Place and have high Scenic Quality. Lastly, while the early dig sites are no
longer distinguishable, the park museum has on display many fossils and other prehistoric
remains like those Lewis would have collected, meeting the criterion of Presence of
Historic Remnants.
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Mulberry Hill
Other Name:
George Rogers Clark Park
Selection Criteria: Sense of Place
Mulberry Hill was the childhood home of William Clark and York, his enslaved Black
servant. A two-story log home was built around 1784 for John and Ann Clark three miles
southeast of Louisville on the south fork of Beargrass Creek. William inherited the property
when his father died in 1799. He sold Mulberry Hill to his eldest brother Jonathan by 1803
and moved across the Ohio River to Indiana with brother George Rogers Clark.
In the late nineteenth century, the property passed out of Clark family possession, and by
1900 the derelict house had partially collapsed. Mulberry Hill was razed in 1917 for World
War I training facility Camp Zachary Taylor. In 1921 Clark family descendants purchased
the site, which they donated to the City of Louisville for a park named for George Rogers
Clark. The park contains the Clark family cemetery, which includes the graves of John and
Ann Clark, though other family members were reinterred at Cave Hill Cemetery in
Louisville.
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Historical Background
Mulberry Hill was the boyhood home of both William Clark and York, who each were
shaped by their childhoods in Virginia and Kentucky as well as their experience with the
Lewis and Clark Expedition. William Clark was born in Caroline County, Virginia, on August
1, 1770, the ninth of ten children of John and Ann Rogers Clark. York also was born in
Caroline County in the early- or mid-1770s to a family enslaved by the Clarks. Around age
twelve, York was assigned to be the body servant of young William. According to historian
Robert Betts, York would have trained as a valet, “one who would later serve his master at
the table, shave him, assist him in dressing, and attend to all his needs.”93 He would have
accompanied Clark to handle business deals and other sensitive situations, indicating York
was likely trained on proper manners and speech.

Figure 9 Mulberry Hill in 1890. From Alfred Pirtle, James Chenoweth: The Story of One of the Earliest Boys of Louisville and
Where Louisville Started (Louisville, KY: The Standard Printing Co., 1921).

The Clark family moved from Virginia to Kentucky, passing by way of Pittsburgh, in winter
1784-1785. At that time, Kentucky was a perilous frontier where Native Americans actively
resisted the intrusion of White settlers. The Clarks settled a few miles south of Louisville on
a 300-acre estate they named Mulberry Hill. On the land they built a six-room, two-story
Robert Betts, In Search of York: The Slave Who Went to the Pacific with Lewis and Clark (Boulder: Colorado
Associated University Press, 1985), 96.
93
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log house, which family tradition held was constructed of mulberry logs. All worked to
subsist on the frontier, and it was likely that both York and William worked as laborers and
farmhands on the Kentucky homestead.
That William Clark became a leader of the Corps of Discovery was unsurprising, as the
Clark home was a center of social and political activity in Louisville. As historian Reuben
Gold Thwaites surmised, the adolescent Clark was influenced by the “sturdy pioneers of the
Kentucky movement, bringing their tales of Indian warfare and other perils and hardships
of the early days,” along with “gentlemen and lawyers of the new settlements,
Revolutionary soldiers seeking homes in the growing West, men of enterprise, culture and
promise, permanent founders of a new civilization.”94 Clark’s five older brothers—
Jonathan, George Rogers, John, Richard, and Edmund—all served in the American
Revolution, with the eldest two eventually rising to the rank of general during their military
careers. He followed in their footsteps when he joined the Kentucky volunteer militia in
1789 and the Indiana militia the following year. Clark enlisted in the Legion of the United
States in 1791 and fought in the Northwest Indian War under General Anthony Wayne.
After five years, he resigned his commission citing poor health and returned to Louisville.
The whereabouts of York during Clark’s military service were unknown.
Back in Louisville, wrote Thwaites, “Captain William Clark became, in his retirement, a
young country gentleman, and at first, after recovering his health, placidly occupied himself
with the business of his now aged father’s estate.”95 In addition to his father’s estate, Clark
also managed the financial interests of his brother General George Rogers Clark. During the
Revolutionary War, as a tenuous young nation struggled to monetarily support its troops,
leaders such as Gen. Clark purchased necessary supplies. But both the federal government
and the Virginia legislature declined to reimburse him, and Gen. Clark found himself
heavily in debt. William wrote in a 1797 letter, “I have rode for Bro. Geo in the course of
this past year upwards of 3,000 miles continually on the pad, attempting to save him.”96
Betts conjectured that York may have been alongside Clark during his post-army period. As
his nephew William Clark Kennerly noted in his memoir Persimmon Hill, Clark rode “back
and forth through the Cumberland Gap to tidewater Virginia in his brother’s interest, York
riding at his side.”97 While Betts cast doubt on the credibility of Kennerly, an elderly man
recounting stories heard during his childhood, the historian pointed out that body servants
commonly traveled with their masters. Additionally, he wrote, “because Clark was not
Reuben Gold Thwaites, “William Clark: Soldier, Explorer, Statesman,” Washington Historical Quarterly 1, no.
4 (July 1907), 236.
95 Ibid., 238.
96 Clark letter quoted in Jerome O. Steffen, William Clark: Jeffersonian Man on the Frontier (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1977), 28, cited in Betts, 101.
97 William Clark Kennerly and Elizabeth Russell, Persimmon Hill: A Narrative of Old St. Louis and the Far West
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1948), 14, quoted in Betts, 101.
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feeling well at the time, it would have been highly irregular for York not to have attended
him on the many trips he took between 1796 and 1803.”98
Ann Clark died in 1798, and John Clark followed the next year. Both were buried in the
family cemetery at Mulberry Hill. Not long afterwards, the eldest Clark son, Jonathan,
prepared to move his family from Virginia to Kentucky. William managed the move for his
brother. He purchased 410 acres of land near Mulberry Hill, traveled to transfer the
household from Spotsylvania County, and oversaw the construction of the Trough Spring
estate. Clark wrote in a March 2, 1802, letter to his brother, “I Shall Set in to build your
house Monday next I have ingaged the Hughing Shingles & joiners work to be done
imediately, ˄ also the hewing part [˄] I shall indeavor to have every comfort in as great
fowardness for you as possible at your arrivall.”99 Also around this time, William sold
Mulberry Hill to Jonathan and moved into the cabin of Gen. Clark across the river in
Clarksville, Indiana. As historian Thwaites stated, the reason for the sale was to protect the
property from the financial entanglements of Gen. Clark—“William Clark, self-sacrificingly
loyal to his brother’s interests, parted with a large share of his own possessions, even the
ancestral seat of Mulberry Hill.100
In the late nineteenth century, Mulberry Hill passed out of Clark family possession. Rogers
Clark Ballard Thurston, a grandson of Clark’s sister Fanny, wrote in 1894, “The old cabin is
still standing, but in a badly dilapidated condition, and I hear, now uninhabitable.” 101
Mulberry Hill was razed in 1917 for Camp Zachary Taylor, a World War I training camp. In
1921 Clark family descendants purchased the site, which they donated to the City of
Louisville for a park named for George Rogers Clark. The park contains the Clark family
cemetery, where John and Ann Clark are buried, as well as a cypress tree reputed to date to
the time of the Clark settlement.

Betts, 101.
William Clark to Jonathan Clark, March 2, 1802, in James L. Holmberg, ed., Dear Brother: Letters of William
Clark to Jonathan Clark (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2002), 45. Trough Spring is extant and is today
a private residence.
100 Thwaites, 238.
101 William Hayden English, Conquest of the Country Northwest of the River Ohio, 1778-1783 and Life of Gen.
George Rogers Clark, Vol. 1 (Indianapolis: The Bowen-Merrill Company, 1896), 45.
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Selection Rationale

Of the recommended HPHS, Mulberry Hill is one of the few sites that has a direct
connection to York. While the house is gone, there remains a Sense of Place of the farm
which once stood in the pastoral setting of George Rogers Clark Park. Also extant at the
park is a cypress tree reputed to be at least 200 years old, which contributes to the Sense of
Place.

High Potential Historic Sites along the Eastern Trail Extension
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail
Project No. 140P6020P0029

64

George Rogers Clark Home Site at the Falls of the Ohio River
Other Names:
Old Clarksville Site
Selection Criteria: Scenic Quality, Sense of Place
National Register of Historic Places, National Natural Landmark
Lewis and Clark came together on October 14, 1803, after about six weeks and over 600
miles traveled by the expedition from Pittsburgh. The Louisville Farmer’s Library reported
the following day, “Captain Lewis arrived at this port on Friday last. We are informed, that
he has brought barges &c. on a new construction, that can be taken in pieces, for the
purpose of passing carrying places, and that he and captain Clark will start in a few days on
their expedition to the Westward.” Lewis and Clark continued preparations to head west
while staying at the cabin of George Rogers Clark, Many of the recruits for the expedition
joined them here, including Nathaniel Pryor, William Bratton, and brothers Reubin and
Joseph Field. The expedition departed from the mouth of Mill Creek the afternoon of
October 26.
At the time of the expedition, the Falls of the Ohio River were the only major navigational
barrier on the Ohio River. Improvements began in 1830 with the construction of the first
locks. A hydroelectric dam was added in 1927, and the McAlpine Dam and Locks were
expanded and improved in the 1960s. The Falls were named a National Natural Landmark
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in 1966. Falls of the Ohio State Park was established in 1981 on the Indiana side of the
river. At the entrance to the park near the interpretive center is a prominent statue
commemorating the meeting of Lewis and Clark. The Old Clarksville Site, which featured a
replica of George Rogers Clark’s log cabin until a fire destroyed the structure in May 2021,
is included in the park.
Historical Background
Approximately 300 million years ago during the Devonian geological period, the site of
Louisville and the Falls of the Ohio were covered with great coral reefs on the seabed.
When the Ice Age glaciers covering North America melted, what became the Ohio River
exposed these petrified coral formations to create the Falls of the Ohio. Native Americans
saw the Falls as both a bountiful target for hunting and fishing and a challenge to traverse,
especially the deepest passage which later was named Indian Chute. They were the first
pilots of the Falls, guiding European explorers over the navigational hazard. But by the late
eighteenth century, White settlers had pushed out the tribes and now served as the river
pilots.102 French military officer Victor Collot encountered the Falls of the Ohio on his
travels on 1796. He provided a description of the feature as well as his experience passing
through the rapids:
The fall is occasioned by a great bank of calcareous stone. Two miles above, the river
widens much, runs gently, and its bed becomes deeper. Its breadth is three quarters
of a mile, and its depth from twelve to fifteen feet. Near the fall the islands and rocks
by which it is formed take up nearly three quarters of the bed of the river, and fill up
and obstruct all the side on the south-east; the waters have no other passage in dry
seasons than on the side of the north-west; but as they are much confined, and the
plane over which they roll is very shelving, and they have to make their way across
every obstacle, they rush along with the greatest impetuosity and violence.
On the side which is obstructed, there are only five or six inches of water, and often
the bank of stones is dry. In the channel where the boats pass, the depth of water
varies, but is never less than from four or five feet: this depth would become more
than sufficient to pass at all times with security, if the windings of the channel were
not so abrupt and numerous, and the current so strong; but in the present state of
passage, the pilot has scarcely time to steer, or the boat to change its direction. We
had ourselves a disagreeable experience of this, since, notwithstanding the skill and

Leland R. Johnson and Charles E. Parrish, Triumph at the Falls: The Louisville and Portland Canal
(Louisville, KY: U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Louisville District, 2007), 2.
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attention of our pilot, we touched one of these points against a rock, which took off
three feet of our keel.103
As Ohio River flatboat traffic increased in the 1780s, captains unfamiliar with the Falls
required assistance to pass. The state of Kentucky began licensing pilots to guide boats
through the rapids. James Patten, who served under General George Rogers Clark, and his
son-in-law John Nelson were among the first to be licensed pilots in 1797. Collot’s boat was
likely guided by an unlicensed pilot as he passed through the previous year and Indiana
Territory had no pilot program.104

Figure 10 Plan of the Rapids or Falls of the Ohio, Latitude of Louisville, Victor Collot, 1796.
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General George Rogers Clark founded a pair of settlements on either side of the Ohio River
at the Falls—Louisville, Kentucky in 1778 and Clarksville, Indiana in 1783. The general had
received a grant of 150,000 acres in Indiana as payment for his service and leadership of
the Virginia militia. He constructed a cabin atop a bluff overlooking the Falls and parceled
the rest to his former soldiers. A town, named Clarksville for its benefactor, was intended to
be established on 1,000 acres of the land at the river. Sadly, Gen. Clark’s residence in
Clarksville was the culmination of the embarrassing end of his decorated military career.
He had been accused of being being drunk on duty, after which he resigned and retired to
Louisville. To add to his disgrace, the general was heavily in debt as he had fronted money
for supplies for his troops during the war. Neither the state government of Virginia nor the
federal government reimbursed him. When Collot visited Louisville in 1796, he found Gen.
Clark, once a “person of great military talents, and who had acquired considerable
reputation in the war which procured independence to America,” to be a shell of himself
“often found lying in a state of stupefied drunkenness in the streets.” During an evening
walk, Collot recounted, he came across a group of people surrounding the blanket-covered
mass of a man who had fallen asleep. When Collot inquired about the situation, a
shopkeeper gave him a pitied look and said, “Do you not see, Sir, it is that hero, that great
man?”105 Much like the downward decline of its namesake, the village of Clarksville did not
flourish. Collot provided a less-than-flattering description of the riverside settlement:
Below the current, and on the same side, is another little town, called Clarksville,
still worse situated in every respect than Louisville. The spot on which it is built is
liable to inundations, and as there are many shoals on this side, the boats which
intend stopping after passing the fall, are obliged to go on the side opposite to Lower
Landing, not being able to approach this place. This town, therefore, is on the
decline, and contains at present only five or six huts.106
William Clark essentially took on the role of his brother’s keeper. Along with his enslaved
servant York, he moved to Clarksville with Gen. Clark in 1802. William traveled extensively
to manage his brother’s business and restore any semblance of good name and credibility
to the Clark name. As recompense, Gen. Clark transferred a tract of 65,000 acres at the
mouth of the Tennessee River to William, which he laid out as the town of Paducah,
Kentucky in 1827.107
Though disgraced, George Rogers Clark was still sought out as an expert on the western
frontier. John James Audubon questioned him on the natural history of the west. William
Clark certainly learned much from his brother, whose well of knowledge was a vital
Collot, 153-154.
Ibid., 150-151.
107 Paige Cruz, “Down the Ohio and Up the Mississippi,” We Proceeded On 45, No. 3 (August 2019), 22.
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contribution to the expedition. Gen. Clark wrote to President Jefferson on December 12,
1802, having read an inquiry posed to William about his 1795 inspection of Fort Jefferson
just below the confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. If Jefferson were considering
William for “enterpriseing & active persuits,” which Gen. Clark could not undertake, “I will
with the greatest pleasure give my bro. William every information in my power on this, or
any other point which may be of Service to your Administration.” Gen. Clark added a
ringing endorsement: “He is well quallified almost for any business.”108
Clark received the letter from Lewis asking him to join the expedition on July 17, 1803. He
promptly wrote back with his acceptance as well as his plans to recruit men to accompany
them: “I shall indeaver to engage (temporally) a fiew men, such as will best answer our
purpose.”109 Less than a week later, Clark had several potential expedition members. Many
privileged young men approached Clark about joining the venture, but Clark refused to
consider them as “they are not accustomed to labour and as that is a verry assential part of
the services required of the party”.110 By mid-August, Clark reported that he had recruited
“the best woodsmen & Hunters, of young men in this part of the Countrey.” He was very
conscientious of the demands the expedition would place on its members, as he informed
Lewis, “A judicious choice of our party is of the greatest importance to the success of this
vast enterprise, and as the best men may [be] got we should be much in our own [. . .] to
take indifferent.”111 Recruitment of potential expedition members continued into the fall.
Lewis asked Clark to contact John Conner, a trader who had expressed interest in joining
the expedition but had yet to respond to Lewis’s letters. Clark eventually found Conner at
“the Dellaware Towns on White River” in Indiana. In a letter to Clark, Conner snidely
declined the offer to travel west as he had a large inventory of goods to trade. Clark
recounted the response in a September 11, 1803, letter to Lewis:
[He Says that if he had] nothing to do at prest. he would not oblige himself for the
sum I had offered him (300) pr. & should not think himself two much recompensed
for 5000$ even if he was able to leave his home.112
Clark thought it was for the best, as Conner was not conversant in the languages of Native
Americans west of the Mississippi River.
Six weeks after departing Pittsburgh, Lewis and Clark finally came together. Historian
Stephen Ambrose magnanimously proclaimed this meeting as a key historical event: “When
George Rogers Clark to Thomas Jefferson, December 12, 1802, in Jackson, 7-8.
Clark to Lewis, July 18, 1809, in Jackson, 111.
110 Clark to Lewis, July 24, 1803, in Jackson, 113.
111 Clark to Lewis, August 21, 1803, in Jackson, 117-118.
112 Clark to Lewis, September 11, 1803, in Jackson, 123.
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they shook hands, the Lewis and Clark Expedition began.”113 The Louisville Farmer’s
Library reported on October 15, 1803, “Captain Lewis arrived at this port on Friday last. We
are informed, that he has brought barges &c. on a new construction, that can be taken in
pieces, for the purpose of passing carrying places, and that he and captain Clark will start in
a few days on their expedition to the Westward.”114 Falls of the Ohio historians Leland R.
Johnson and Charles E. Parrish noted that keelboats would have descended the Falls
through the narrow chute along the Kentucky bank. They posited Clark arranged for a
licensed Kentucky pilot to guide the boats through the Falls to the mouth of Mill Creek.115
Lewis and Clark spent much time in Clarksville preparing to head west. The Corps of
Discovery was formally established with the enlistment of several men including Nathaniel
Pryor, William Bratton, George Shannon, Reubin Field, Joseph Field, and John Colter. On
October 26, 1803, the expedition departed from the mouth of Mill Creek. Jonathan Clark
accompanied his brother in the keelboat about ten miles downriver to near Little Cane Run.
He recorded this in his journal, “Capt. Lewis and Capt. Wm. Clark set of on a Western tour –
went in their boat to Mr. Temple’s,” the farm of his son-in-law and daughter Benjamin and
Eleanor Clark Temple.116
The health of George Rogers Clark declined in the years after the expedition left his cabin. A
heavy drinker, he suffered a stroke in 1809, and burns from falling into the fireplace led to
his leg being amputated. Unable to live independently, Gen. Clark moved to Locust Grove,
the Louisville home of his sister Lucy Clark Croghan. George Rogers Clark died on February
13, 1818, after suffering another stroke.

Stephen Ambrose, Undaunted Courage: Meriwether Lewis, Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening of the
American West (New York: Simon & Schuster Paperbacks, 1996), 117.
114 Farmer’s Library, October 15, 1803.
115 Johnson and Parrish, 10.
116 Holmberg, 64.
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Figure 11 Architect Thomas Kelah Warton produced this pen and ink sketch of the Portland and Louisville Canal when he
passed through on November 29, 1853. Thomas Kelah Wharton, "Passing through the Canal at Louisville by starlight,”
Sketchbook, unpublished, 1853.

Starting in the nineteenth century, the national trend of internal improvements of
American waterways targeted the Falls of the Ohio, as they obstructed river traffic from the
Northwest to New Orleans. The first locks at the Falls, the Louisville and Portland Canal,
were privately constructed in 1830 with the federal government as the major stockholder.
In 1874 the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers took over maintenance of the facilities. The canal
was widened, and a hydroelectric dam was added in 1927. Further improvements in the
1950s and 1960s diverted all navigation through the locks, which were renamed the
McAlpine Locks and Dam.117 These changes to the Falls of the Ohio relegated the former
navigational barrier to a mere marvel of geology and hydrology. The Falls were named a
National Natural Landmark in 1966. Studies of the Falls in the early 1980s by the National
Park Service found that only one of the three original chutes of the falls, Indian Chute,
remained, though it had been blasted in the late nineteenth century. Additionally, only one
of the four original islands, Sand Island, was extant. Shippingport Island had been formed
from a peninsula when the canal was built in 1830. These changes, summarized by Johnson
117
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and Parrish, “meant that neither the indigenous natives nor European pioneers would have
recognized the Falls in 1981 as the wholesome environment they had enjoyed in 1781.”118
The establishment of the Falls of the Ohio National Wildlife Conservation Area in 1982 led
to the full ownership of the landmark by the federal government. An interpretive center
was built on the Indiana shore in the 1990s. The Falls were named an integral site of Lewis
and Clark history during the bicentennial celebration in 2003, and a statue of the two men
meeting at the Falls was dedicated at the site.

The original Clark cabin was destroyed in 1854. A replica was constructed in 2001 at the
Old Clarksville Site, which was listed on the National Register in 1974. The cabin was
destroyed by fire in May 2021.

118

Johnson and Parrish, 258.
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Selection Rationale

The Falls of the Ohio, even contained and controlled with locks and dams, are impressive
and awe-inspiring. While these alterations detract from its Scenic Quality, but do not
disqualify it under this criterion, the Sense of Place cannot be denied. The powerful rapids
which required careful navigation to traverse can still be interpreted.
Clark lived in his brother’s cabin as he recruited men for the expedition and prepared for
Lewis’s arrival. York would have accompanied him on his travels and was likely present
alongside him the entirety of Clark’s time here. Once Lewis and Clark finally joined
together, they remained here for several days before departing west. The reproduction
cabin (as it existed before the 2021 fire) and its minimally developed surroundings, which
evoke a Sense of Place, qualify the site as an HPHS.
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Fort Massac
Selection Criteria: Sense of Place, Presence of Historic Remnants
National Register of Historic Places
On November 11, 1803, the expedition arrived at Fort Massac. Lewis resumed regular
journal entries, writing, “Arrived at Massac engaged George Drewyer in the public service
as an Indian Interpreter, contracted to pay him 25 dollards pr. Month for his services.”119
Lewis and Clark recruited two men from the enlisted soldiers, John Newman and Joseph
Whitehouse. Additional recruits from Fort Southwest Point in Tennessee had not arrived,
and Lewis sent Drouillard to locate them. The expedition left Fort Massac around 5 p.m. on
November 13.
The French built a fort at the mouth of Massac Creek in 1757 but abandoned the location at
the end of the French and Indian War. Americans rebuilt the fort in 1794, and Fort Massac
became the port of entry into the Illinois country. The fort was damaged in the 1811-1812
New Madrid earthquakes and decommissioned in 1814. The site of Fort Massac became the
first state park in Illinois in 1908. It includes a replica of the 1802 American fort and the
archaeological outline of the 1757 French fort, the original location of all iterations of Fort
Massac.
119

Lewis, November 11, 1803.
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Historical Background
European activity at the mouth of Massac Creek dated to the sixteenth century, when
Hernando de Soto supposedly built a fortification in the area in 1542. French explorers
constructed a short-lived palisaded trading post and mission near Massac in 1702, but the
site was not permanently fortified until 1757. Named Fort Massiac, it would be the last
French fort constructed in the Northwest Territory. At the end of the French and Indian
War, the French abandoned the fort which was later destroyed by the Chickasaw.
The United States rebuilt Fort Massac, as the name was altered, in 1794. French military
officer Victor Collot visited Fort Massac on his survey of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers in
1796. Though he posed as a traveler, Collot was actually evaluating American military
positions, and he described the fort in detail:
This fort is erected on a small promontory; it is built with wood, and has four
bastions surrounded with palisades, of the same form and construction as all those
mentioned in the course of this work. […] The platform, on which the fort is erected,
is about seventy feet above the level of low water, and has consequently nothing to
fear from inundations. But the bank being perpendicular, and the fort placed very
near the precipice, which is daily giving way, two of the bastions that face the river
are in danger of being borne off by the first floods; the ditch and palisades having
already shared that fate.120
He also identified seven or eight houses occupied by Canadian hunters and boatsmen. In
May 1801 American forces moved to Cantonment Wilkinson, a new installation twelve
miles down the Ohio River. But this new fortification was short-lived, as Secretary of War
Henry Dearborn ordered the site evacuated within a few months. The following year Fort
Massac was re-occupied by a company of the 1st Regiment Infantry under Captain Daniel
Bissell, who commanded the fort until 1808. The facility became the port of entry to the
Illinois country and served as a customs station for collection of duty and cargo inspection.
The first post office in the area was established at the fort in 1803. Fort Massac also became
a hub of ship building on the Ohio River in the early 1800s, with several large tonnage
ocean-going vessels constructed in the area.
In preparation for the western expedition, Dearborn authorized Lewis to recruit men from
the U. S. Army posts at Fort Massac and Fort Kaskaskia:

Collot, 192-193. Collot was arrested at Fort Massac by U. S. Army officer Zebulon Pike, but he was released
as no charges could be filed.
120
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You will call on the Commanding Officers at Massac and Kaskaskais for such Noncommissioned Officers & privates as will be necessary to accompany you on your
tour to the Westward. Directions have been given to the Commanding Officers of
those Posts to furnish you with such Men as you may require from their respective
Companies.121
At Massac Lewis also expected to add recruits he had requested from Fort Southwest Point
in Tennessee.

Figure 12 This artist's rendering of how Fort Massac may have appeared was included in a 1948 brochure for the state park.

The expedition members arrived at Fort Massac on November 11, 1803. Here they paused
three days to rest, acquire supplies, and select potential members from the enlisted ranks.
Frontier scout and hunter George Drouillard, who was of French Canadian and Shawnee
heritage, was hired as an interpreter for the expedition with $30 advanced in pay. As the
promised recruits from Tennessee had not arrived, Lewis sent Drouillard locate them and
then proceed to Cahokia. Lewis and Clark evaluated soldiers for the expedition, selecting
John Newman, Joseph Whitehouse, and fourteen others to accompany them to Kaskaskia.
Following a day of rest and taking bearings, the expedition departed Fort Massac the
afternoon on November 13, 1803.122
The 1811-1812 earthquakes at New Madrid damaged Fort Massac. Repairs were made, but
the fort was decommissioned in 1814 and its garrison moved to St. Louis. Area settlers
scavenged the abandoned site for its wood and brick, and by 1820 Fort Massac was

Henry Dearborn to Meriwether Lewis, July 2, 1803, in Jackson, 102.
William Clark to Jonathan Clark, December 16, 1803, in Holmberg, 60. Drouillard arrived at Cahokia on
December 16, 1803, with eight recruits from Tennessee.
121
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practically dismantled. The former fort briefly served as a training camp during the Civil
War in 1861-1862 but was abandoned following a measles epidemic.

Fort Massac became the first state park in Illinois in 1908. A partial reconstruction of the
1794 fort was built in the 1970s to the east of the original location, but it was demolished
in 2002 and replaced with a replica of the 1802 fort visited by Lewis and Clark. Excavation
of the original French fort began in 1939, with the outline of its foundations marked with
sawed-off telephone poles.
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Selection Rationale

Fort Massac is recommended as an HPHS for its Sense of Place and Presence of Historic
Remnants. The reconstruction of the fort as it appeared during Lewis and Clark’s visit aids
in interpreting Sense of Place. The original location of the fortification has been excavated
and demarked, thus this site qualifies under the criterion Presence of Historic Remnants.
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Confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers
Other Name:
Fort Defiance
Selection Criteria: Sense of Place
On the evening of November 14, 1803, the expedition arrived “on the point at which the
Ohio and Mississippi form there junchon.”123 For the next six days, Lewis and Clark made
observations establishing the longitudinal and latitudinal coordinates of the confluence and
explored the region. They encountered a group of Shawnee and Delaware, their first known
contact with Native Americans on the expedition, camped on the Missouri side of the river.
After visiting the former site of Fort Jefferson downriver of the confluence, Lewis and Clark
came to an American trading encampment across the river where they found “a number of
our men who had left camp contrary to instructions & drunk.”124 The expedition departed
the confluence area on November 20 and began working their way up the Mississippi River.
In 1803 the confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers was located within the presentday limits of Cairo below 2nd Street, but over time its location shifted to the south. In 1960
the site was dedicated the Cairo Point-Fort Defiance State Park with the Boatman’s
Memorial observation tower constructed at the confluence. The sculpture “Proceeding On”
123
124

Lewis, November 14, 1803.
Lewis, November 17, 1803.
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was installed in 2005 to commemorate the activity of the Lewis and Clark Expedition in the
area.
Historical Background
On the evening of November 14, 1803, the expedition arrived at the confluence of the Ohio
and Mississippi Rivers. “This evening landed on the point at which the Ohio and Mississippi
form there junchon,” Lewis wrote in the journal.125 His entry was short due to a fever which
had plagued him since the previous night. The expedition remained in the vicinity for six
days while Lewis and Clark established the longitudinal and latitudinal coordinates of the
confluence.

Figure 13 Clark drew this map of the confluence using the measurements he and Lewis took while encamped here. William
Clark, "December 19-21, 1803 and map of the junction of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers," William Clark field notes, Beinecke
Library, Yale University.

125

Lewis, November 14, 1803.
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Lewis and Clark began taking bearings from various locations around the confluence on
November 15. Clark also made a partial survey of the point and measured the width of the
Ohio River, determining that it was 1,274 yards wide at just above the junction and 1,435
yards wide at the Mississippi River by Clark’s calculation. The combined width of the rivers
at their confluence was 2,002 yards.126 The following day, they started exploring, “Passed
the Missippi this day and went down on the other side after landing at the upper habitation
on the oposite side” in modern Mississippi County, Missouri. There they encountered a
camp of Shawnee and Delaware, the first known contact of the expedition with indigenous
peoples. In his journal entry that night, Lewis recounted the meeting:
one of the Shawnees a respectable looking Indian offered me three beverskins for
my dog with which he appeared much pleased, the dog was of the newfoundland
breed one that I prised much for his docility and qualifications generally for my
journey and of course there was no bargan, I had given 20$ for this dogg myself—
127

While Lewis declined the offer for Seamon, the expedition traded other goods with the
Native Americans. Clark wrote in a letter to his brother Jonathan,
Opposit the mouth of the Ohio on the west Side of the Mississippi a Small Settlement
is formed of four or five Americans, we met with a great many Showonee Indians,
we ˄ and [˄] traded with them for different kinds of wild meets, Such as Biar,
Venisons, Ducs, Tongues, and Beaver Tales—”.128
Returning to camp, Lewis and Clark found that the men had caught a large catfish, of which
“we were surprised at the apparent size” of over four feet long and 128 pounds. Lewis also
observed “a heath hen or grows” (likely the greater prairie chicken) but lamented that he
had not brought his gun.129
Wind stifled activity on November 16, for as Lewis observed, “the [wind] blew very heard
last night from N. and continued without intermission throughout the day it became could
about twelve oclock— the canoes were driven by the violence of the waves against the
shore and filled with water”. The expedition remained in camp where Lewis measured the
level of the Ohio River at the point. He recorded it to be “36 F[eet] 8 I[nches] above the
level of the water at thime [the time?] which may with much propriety be deemed low
water mark as neither the Ohio or Missippi wer ever known to be lower.” Measurements
Lewis, November 15, 1803.
Lewis, November 16, 1803.
128 William Clark to Jonathan Clark, December 16, 1803, in Holmberg, 60-61.
129 Lewis, November 16, 1803.
126
127
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the previous day on the western bank of the Mississippi found that river to be “52 feet 8
Inches and the bank at this hight is sometimes overflown so that allowing the water to be
on a level a dike in the point to be on a level with the opposite bank must be raised 16 feet
and to render it completely safe a few feet higher.“130
Early the morning of November 18, Lewis, Clark, and eight men set out in boats to visit the
site of Fort Jefferson on the Kentucky shore. General George Rogers Clark had built the fort
in 1780, and Clark himself had inspected the site in 1795. Lewis described the location of
the former fort:
the river run from the point of junction S. 80 E. to the point of an island about 4
miles distant; at this or oposite to it found six Shawano [Shawnee] hunting camps;
the Island is formed by a byo [bayou] which makes out nearly in the direction
observed course of the river, the river turning more to the S., this byo runs about 2
¾ approaching the highland very nearly in one point, and [after] receieving the
waters of Mayfield creek emptys itself again into the missippi, the lower mouth of
this byo affords much the best navigation to the mouth of the creek, it is at the
junction of this creek & byo that fort Jefferson stands on a rising ground, North of a
Byo & West of the creek—131
The party then crossed to the west side of the river where they located “the huts of some
persons who had established themselves for the purpose of trading with the Indians.”
Unfortunately, Lewis noted, they also found “a number of our men who had left camp
contrary to instructions & drunk,” who they “had much dificulty in geten” back to camp.132
After another day taking bearings, the expedition departed from their camp on the Ohio
side at 10:00 a.m. on November 20 to begin the arduous task of rowing up the Mississippi
River.
While Lewis and Clark evaluated the confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers for
potential fortification, over a half century passed before military construction occurred at
this key strategic position. In 1861 a Union supply depot was located at the confluence. Fort
Defiance served as a launch point for Grant’s campaign into Tennessee, which culminated
in the Vicksburg campaign and Union control of the Mississippi River by 1863. Following
the war, the earthworks fortification was abandoned. The town of Cairo, which had been
chartered in 1818 and laid out at the confluence, continued to grow in the succeeding
years, becoming a railroad hub with ferries crossing the Mississippi River. An impressive
federal courthouse, customs house, and post office was constructed at Cairo in 1872.
Lewis, November 17, 1803.
Lewis, November 18, 1803.
132 Ibid.
130
131
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However, the town declined in the twentieth century due to flooding and population
shifting away from rural southern Illinois, and today it is a mere shadow of its former self.
The site of Fort Defiance was dedicated in 1960 as the Cairo Point-Fort Defiance State Park,
and the Boatman’s Memorial tower was constructed in commemoration of lives lost on the
rivers. The park was initially a popular roadside destination, but over the years flooding
and lack of maintenance led to its decline. Operation of Fort Defiance State Park shifted to
the city of Cairo in the 1990s, though the state of Illinois resumed oversight in 2014. In
celebration of the Lewis and Clark Expedition’s activity at the confluence, a sculpture
entitled Proceeding On was installed at the point in 2005.
Selection Rationale

The confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, like the Forks of the Ohio in Pittsburgh,
must have elicited feelings of excitement and uncertainty about entering unknown
territory for the members of the expedition. Standing at the point between the two rivers
may evoke similar thoughts when interpreting the site through the lens of Lewis and Clark.
This site is recommended as an HPHS for its Sense of Place.
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The Red House
Other Name:
The Red House Interpretive Center
Selection Criteria: Sense of Place
The expedition arrived at Cape Girardeau on November 23, 1803. Clark and the boats
continued upriver to set up camp while Lewis met with Commandant Pierre-Louis de
Lorimier at his residence and headquarters, the Red House. Lewis wrote extensively in his
journal about Cape Girardeau, the first non-American settlement they had encountered on
the expedition, and Lorimier’s family. After supper at the Red House, one of Lorimier’s sons
accompanied Lewis to the expedition’s camp at the site of Old Cape Girardeau, today Cape
Rock Park.133
Former French soldier Jean Baptiste de Girardot established a short-lived trading post on a
rocky promontory overlooking the Mississippi River in 1733. Called Cape Girardot, the site
retained its name when Lorimier received a grant for 6000 acres in 1793 just south of
Girardot’s original site. He built the Red House in 1797, though it was destroyed by a
tornado in 1850. An approximate replica using period-appropriate construction was
completed in 2003 for the Lewis and Clark Expedition bicentennial celebration and serves
as a museum of early Cape Girardeau history.
133

Lewis, November 23, 1803.

High Potential Historic Sites along the Eastern Trail Extension
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail
Project No. 140P6020P0029

84

Historical Background
In 1733 Jean Baptiste de Girardot established a trading post on a rocky promontory
overlooking the Mississippi River. Girardot had been stationed as an ensign at Kaskaskia
between 1704 and 1720. The post, which became known as Cape Girardot, served for a
short time as a welcome connection to the European world for trappers and river traders.
Girardot eventually moved on, and the trading post dissolved. Sixty years later, the Spanish
governor general of Louisiana granted 6,000 acres at Cape Girardeau to Pierre-Louis de
Lorimier. A French Canadian whose wife Charlotte Pemanpieh Bougainville was of
Shawnee descent, Lorimier was an experienced trader with Native Americans and fluent in
the customs and language of area tribes. He established a trading post near Girardot’s
original location. Lorimier had also been designated commandant by the governor general.
From the Red House, Lorimier’s home which also served as his headquarters, he oversaw
trade, military activity, and Native American relations in the region between Ste. Genevieve
and New Madrid.

Figure 14 Plan of Cape Girardo, Victor Collot, 1796.
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By 1799 several trading houses had been established in Cape Girardeau, including
Steinbeck & Reinecke and Michael Quinn, along with gunsmith Solomon Thorne and
blacksmith John Risher. Bartholomew Cousin, a Frenchman who served as Lorimier’s
second-in-command, built a cabin near the Red House. Blacksmiths John Pattterson and
Charles Seavers located in Cape Girardeau by 1802 as did carpenter and sawer David
Wade. These tradesmen were American, drawn by advertisements placed by Lorimier for
settlers in southern states. His recruitment succeeded in increasing the population of Cape
Girardeau from 622 in 1799 to a bustling town of 1,206 in 1803.134
The expedition arrived at Cape Girardeau on November 23, 1803. Clark and the boats
continued upriver to set up camp at Old Cape Girardeau (today Cape Rock Park), the site of
the original Giradot trading post, while Lewis went to the Red House in search of Lorimier.
He was told the commandant and his family were attending a horse race. As Cape
Girardeau was the first town outside the United States encountered by the expedition,
Lewis provided an in-depth description of both the area and its inhabitants. Settlement had
commenced eight years before, he noted, and “has now increased to the number 1,111
persons, they are allowed a bounty in lands proportioned to the number of their respective
familys which are called head rights.”135 The Cape Girardeau district under Lorimier’s
command, Lewis recorded,
estends from the grand bend of the Mississippi to Apple River without limitation
back this settlement extends the distance of sixty miles W. from the river as far as
the river St. Francis. West from Cape Jeredeau about 16 miles is a large settlement of
duch descendants who have emigrated from the Atlantic States; these people here
preserve their uniform charracter, of 〈sober,〉 temperate, laborious and honest
people, they have erected two grist mills and a saw-mill— The estimated distance
by the french watermen to NewCape Jerd: is 42 miles from the mouth of Ohio.—
the old cape is 2 miles dist. bearing N. 10 E.136
Lewis described the frontier culture of Cape Girardeau, which was largely French but
tinged with southern American influences. He gave much attention to the horse races in his
journal, noting that Lorimier’s horse lost the main race, costing the commandant four
horses valued at $200. As currency was scarce on the western frontier, “their circulating
medium is principally Horses, Cattle, Cotton & lead – Horses from 50 to 200$. Cattle from 8
to 10$, Cotton & lead are less fluctuating in their price, the former is estimated a $100 a
Ton and the latter at $80 pr. Ton—“. The crowd at the race was boisterous, reminding
Southeastern Missourian, Old Cape Giraradeau (Cape Girardeau, MO: Naeter Brothers Publishing Co., 1946),
28.
135 Lewis, November 23, 1803.
136 Ibid.
134
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Lewis “very much of their small raises in Kentucky among the uncivilized backwoodsmen,”
unsurprising considering most of the Americans at Cape Girardeau had emigrated from
that state and Tennessee.137
At the insistence of Lorimier, Lewis joined his family for supper. Lewis described the
commandant’s family extensively in his journal entry that night. Lorimier, he wrote, was
about five feet eight inches tall and dark complected with brown eyes. Though around the
age of sixty, Lorimier’s long dark hair was untouched by gray. Judging from his description,
Lewis was fascinated by the commandant’s hair:
he is remarkable for having once had a remarkable suit of hair; he was very
cheerfull & I took occasion to mention this to him he informed me that it was
on[c]e so long that it touched the grond when he stood errect—nor was it much less
remarkable for it's thickness; this I could readily believe from it's present
appearance, he is about 60 years of age, and yet scarcely a grey hair in his head;
which reaches now when cewed (the manner in which he dresses it) nearly as low
as his knees, and it is proportionally thick; he appears yet quite active—
this
uncommon cue falls dow his back to which it is kept close by means of a leather
gerdle confined around his waist.138
Lorimier’s wife Charlotte was a “very desent woman” who was “very handsome when
young.” Her clothing was a mix of styles from her heritage,
dresses after the Shawnee manner with a stroud leggings and mockinsons, differing
however from them in her linin which seemed to be drawn beneath her girdle of her
stroud, as also a short Jacket with long sleeves over her linin with long sleeves more
in the stile of the French Canadian women.139
The Lorimiers had three grown children, two sons and a daughter, of whom the latter
Lewis described as “an agreeable affible girl, & much the most descent looking feemale I
hae seen since I left the settlement in Kentuckey a little below Louisville.” Following their
meal, “which was really a comfortable and desent onen,” one of the commandant’s sons
accompanied Lewis to the expedition’s campsite north of the town at Old Cape Girardeau.
They departed the following morning at 7:00 a.m.140

Lewis, November 23, 1803.
Ibid.
139 Lewis, November 23, 1803.
140 Ibid.
137
138
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Lorimier died in 1812 and was buried in what is today Old Lorimier Cemetery. The Red
House was destroyed by a tornado in 1850. In preparation of the bicentennial celebration
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, a reconstruction of Lorimier’s house was built using the
poteaux-sur-solle ("post-on-sill") technique common to French settlers in the region.
Selection Rationale

The Red House Interpretive Center qualifies as an HPHS for its Sense of Place. Although the
structure is not the original house that was built and occupied by Louis Lorimier, the
reconstruction allows interpretation of and the ability to experience the structure Lewis
visited in 1803.
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Old Cape Girardeau
Other Name:
Cape Rock
Selection Criteria: Scenic Quality, Sense of Place
After arriving at Cape Girardeau on November 23, 1803, Clark and the expedition headed
upriver to establish camp while Lewis remained in town to meet with commandant Louis
Lorimier. Their camp was at the site of Old Cape Girardeau, a high limestone promontory
above the river, where Jean Baptiste de Girardot established a trading post in 1733. When
Lewis arrived at the camp that night, he found Clark feeling unwell. The following morning
as the expedition was pushing off, Nathaniel Pryor appeared after being lost for the
previous two days.
The namesake promontory of Cape Girardeau was comprised of limestone and extended
out into the Mississippi River. Much of it was blasted away for the construction of railroad
tracks along the river around 1900. Today, the site is maintained by the city as Cape Rock
Park, and what remains of the promontory affords a scenic view of the surrounding area.
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Historical Background
In 1733 former French soldier Jean Baptiste de Girardot established a trading post on a
rocky promontory overlooking the Mississippi River. The post became known as Cape
Girardot and flourished as a connection to the European world for trappers and river
traders. Girardot eventually moved on, and the trading post dissolved. The name was
retained when Louis Lorimier was awarded 6,000 acres of land in 1793. He established his
own trading post south of Giradot’s location and built a home, called the Red House, where
the town of Cape Girardeau would later be laid out.

Figure 15 This 1935 painting of Cape Rock drew from descriptions of older residents to depict the formation's appearance
before it was partially cleared for railroad construction in 1904. From Southeastern Missourian, Old Cape Girardeau (Cape
Girardeau: Naeter Brothers Publishing Company, 1946).

On November 23, 1803, the expedition arrived at Cape Girardeau. Clark and the boats
continued upriver to camp at Old Cape Girardeau while Lewis went in search of
commandant Louis Lorimier. After meeting with the commandant and dining with the
Lorimier family, Lewis was guided three miles north to the campsite. While a description of
Cape Rock itself was not noted in the journals, Lewis recorded his impression of the rocky
terrain on either side of the Mississippi River:
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all day but here putts in some high clifts the summits of which are crowned with
pitch-pine & seader, these rocks are nearly perpendicular in many places sixty feet,
and the hight of the hills apear to be about 120 feet above the bank which forms
their base of perhaps 15 or 18 feet tho from appearance they never over flow. the
rock which compose these clifts is a singular one tho' not uncomon to this country
it is a Limestone principally, but imbeded in this stone there are detached pieces of a
stone resembleing flint of yellowish brown colour which appear at some former
period to have been woarn smothe and assume different shapes and sizes as the
pebbles of runing streams usually do tho' now firmly united and forming a portion
of the solid mass of this rock—141
At the campe, Lewis recorded, “here I found my boat and people landed for the night.
found Capt. Clark very unwell.”142 Clark had suffered a relapse of the abdominal issues
which had plagued him since departing Louisville. In a letter Clark wrote to his brother
Jonathan from the winter camp at Wood River, Illinois, on December 16, 1803, he described
his condition:
a fiew days after I parted with you on the river bank, I was taken Violent ill by a
Contraction of the muskelur Sistem, this indisposition Continued Several days and
was ultimately removed by the exertions & Close attention of Capt. Lewis, after a
fiew days of tolerable health, I was again attacked with a violent Pain in the Sumock
& bowels, with great Obstruction in in those parts, which Could not be removed
until I arrived at Kaskaskees which was Eleven Days…143
The following morning, as the expedition prepared to depart around 7:00 a.m., Nathaniel
Pryor appeared. He had gone hunting on November 22 but had failed to return to camp.
Lewis noted in his journal, “one of my men [Nathaniel Pryor] who went out to hunt this
morning has not yet come up, had several guns fired to bring him too, and the horn
freequently blown but without effect.”144 Pryor remained missing the morning of
November 23, and Lewis ordered guns fired again to no avail. Finally on the third day,
Lewis wrote, “Pryor the man who had been absent and lost for the last two days hailed, we
passed the river and took him in he was much fatiequed with his wandering and somewhat
indisposed.”145

Lewis, November 24, 1803.
Lewis, November 23, 1803.
143 Holmberg, Dear Brother, 60.
144 Lewis, November 22, 1803.
145 Lewis, November 24, 1803.
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142
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Figure 16 Cape Rock Park as it appeared in 1946. From Southeastern Missourian, Old Cape Girardeau (Cape Girardeau:
Naeter Brothers Publishing Company, 1946).

Cape Rock remained generally undisturbed for the next century. In 1904 the portion of
Cape Rock which extended out into the river was blasted away for construction of the St.
Louis and San Francisco (Frisco) Railroad. Local business leaders supported the purchase
of the Cape Rock site in 1915 for creation of a park. The city of Cape Girardeau acquired the
land in the 1930s, though it was not added to the public park system for another forty
years. A boulder was placed atop the cape by a private citizen in 1933, with a marker citing
the cape’s historic significance as Giradot’s original trading post location affixed.
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Selection Rationale

The location of Old Cape Girardeau at Cape Rock Park is recommended as an HPHS based
on Scenic Quality and Sense of Place. The overlook at Cape Rock Park provides a scenic
view of the Mississippi River. Atop the remains of the cape is a marker commemorating the
site of Girardot’s trading post. As described by the city’s website for the park, Cape Rock
Park is “mainly undeveloped in an effort to promote the natural area located on the west
side of the property.”146 Unfortunately, neither Lewis nor Clark described the cape itself,
which would have qualified the site under the criterion Presence of Historic Remnants.

“Cape Rock Park,” City of Cape Girardeau,
https://www.cityofcapegirardeau.org/departments/parks/parks___trails/cape_rock_park, accessed October
26, 2020.
146

High Potential Historic Sites along the Eastern Trail Extension
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail
Project No. 140P6020P0029

93

Tower Rock
Other Name:
Grand Tower
Selection Criteria: Scenic Quality, Sense of Place, Freedom from Intrusion,
Presence of Historic Remnants
National Register of Historic Places
The expedition arrived at Tower Rock just before sunset on November 25, 1803. Lewis
climbed the rock to take bearings, while Clark sketched a map showing the location of the
rock and their camp. Lewis also provided a description of the formation in his journal:
“Hight of rock which forms the grand Tower is—92 Ft.— On the W. side and about 25 feet
up this rock is a small cavern— the rock is limestone & the same quality of the clifts
heretofore discribed (i e) intermixed with a considerable portion of Flint stone.”147
Tower Rock is a Devonian period limestone pinnacle rising out of the Mississippi River
approximately 150 feet from the Missouri shore. Native Americans and White explorers
noted the prominent geological feature, which created turbulent conditions at what was
then a narrow point in the river. President Ulysses S. Grant signed an executive order in
1871 reserving Tower Rock for the public. It was listed on the National Register in 1970

147

Lewis, November 26, 1803.
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and is contained within Tower Rock Natural Area, which was created by the state of
Missouri in 1972.
Historical Background
The Devonian limestone pinnacle known as Tower Rock, or the Grand Tower, has served as
a landmark on the Mississippi River for centuries. French priest Jacques Marquette
described the rapids around Tower Rock as they appeared in 1673:
There is a small cove, surrounded by rocks, twenty feet high, into which the whole
current of the river rushes, and being pushed back against the waters following it,
and checked by an island near by, the current is compelled to pass through a narrow
channel. This is not done without a violent struggle between these waters, which
force one another back; or without a great din…148
He reported Native Americans believed the area was inhabited by a Manitou, or demon,
which devoured travelers. Another French expedition passed Tower Rock in 1698 when
Father Jean Francois Buisson de Saint Cosme and two priests conducted missionary work
along the Mississippi River Valley. St. Cosme wrote in a letter to the Bishop of Quebec,
Some arpens below there [Cape Antoine, Missouri] is another rock which advances
into the river and forms an island, or rather a rock two hundred feet high, which
making the river turn back very rapidly and entering the channel, forms a kind of
whirlpool there, where it is said a canoe was engulfed at the high waters. […] You
ascend this island and rock by a hill with considerable difficulty. On it we planted a
beautiful cross, which has never been known in this region…”149
Lewis and Clark arrived at Tower Rock just before sunset on November 25, 1803, coming
ashore north of the geological feature to make camp. The land on either side of the river
from Cape Girardeau, Lewis wrote, “has been pretty generally high and bold on the Lard.
and the reverse on the Stard quatr. at this place the high land approaches the river equally
around the rock formation on both sides.”150 The superstitious beliefs recounted by the
French persisted, for Tower Rock, Lewis understood, “seems among the watermen of the
mississippi to be what the tropics or Equnoxial line is with regard to the Sailors; those who
have never passed it before are always compelled to pay or furnish some sperits to drink or

Ibid.
Jean Francois Buisson de Saint Cosme, quoted in Louis Houck, A History of Missouri, Vol. I (Chicago: R. R.
Donnelley & Sons Company, 1908), 241.
150 Lewis, November 25, 1803.
148
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be ducked.”151 He described the turbulent waters passing Tower Rock in his journal entry
the following day:
When the river is high the courent setts in with great violence on the W. side of this
rock and being confined on that by a range of high hills is drven with much
impetuosity through a narrow channel fromed by the rock which composes this
rock, and one which forms the base of the Sugar-loaf point, this courent meets the
other portion of the river which runs E. of the Tower and on the Tower side in an
obtuse angle; these strong courants thus meeting each other form an immence and
dangerous whirlpool which no boat dare approach in that state of the water; the
counter courent driving with great force against the E. side of the rock would
instandly dash them to attoms and the whirlpool would as quickly take them to the
botom. In the present state of the water there no danger in approaching it […] the
passage through this difficult pass of the Mississippi in high water is on the E. side of
the river to the point which it forms on that side with the high-land where stands a
large rock, thence across the river above the Tower to the Lard. shoar; but in low
water the nearest and most convenient passage is the rout we took close arond the
E. side of the G. Tower.152
Lewis climbed the rock, from whence he had taken bearings. As he described Tower Rock,
Hight of rock which forms the grand Tower is—92 Ft.— On the W. side and about
25 feet up this rock is a small cavern— the rock is limestone & the same quality of
the clifts heretofore discribed (i e) intermixed with a considerable portion of Flint
stone.153

Lewis, November 25, 1803.
Lewis, November 26, 1803.
153 Ibid.
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Figure 17 Map of the Grand Tower as drawn by Clark. William Clark, “Clark’s Map of the Grand Tower, route about
November 25, 1803,” Lewis and Clark Expedition maps and receipt, ca. 1803-1810, Beinecke Library, Yale University.

He observed the tower was part of a line of ridges spanning either side of the river. On the
west side of the Mississippi River from the tower was what Lewis called “the sugarloaf
point.” He climbed this rocky hill, from where he observed “a most beautifull and
commanding view from summit of the sugarloaf point; it commands the top of the grand
Tower about 60 feet and overlooks the low surrounding country: the view of the river
above is particularly beautifull.”154 Clark made sketches of the area, including a map that
showed the location of the rock in the river and where the keelboat came ashore. The
“High Points” labeled on his map were described by Lewis as “the rang of hills which
appear to the E. & stretching from the river below; from S. to N."155 These hills included the
Devil’s Backbone directly across the river, which he further elaborated upon:
A ridge of Hills 200 feet high make across the river at this place; and the Gd. Tower
as well as the sugarloaf point, as also a rock detached from both these and likewise
the hills, another side of the bason all appear once to have formed a part of the
range of hills which cross the Mississippi at this place, and which in the course of
154
155

Lewis, November 26, 1803.
Ibid.
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time have been broken down by the river— the last mentioned rock is detached
from the hills about 400 yards, and about 300 from the Sugar loaf point; the rock
thus detatched measures 120 yards in circumpherence at it's base, and is 40 feet in
hight perpendicular; it's sides show the water marks, and is so steep there is no
possibility of ascending it without artificial aid.156
The expedition broke camp the next morning and departed at 6:30 a.m.

Figure 18 Swiss artist Karl Bodner sketched Tower Rock in 1833. “Tower-Rock,” from Prince Maximilian of Wied, H. Evans
Lloyd, trans., Travels in the Interior of North America, 1832-1834 (London: Ackerman and Co., 1843).

The arrival of steamboats made the rapids around Tower Rock simply an inconvenience. At
the end of the Civil War, the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers proposed the clearance of rocks
around the tower, potentially endangering its existence. In 1871 President Ulysses S. Grant
signed an executive order which declared Tower Rock “reserved for public purposes, as

156

Lewis, November 26, 1803.
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recommended by the Secretary of the Interior.”157 The rock formation was listed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 1970. Today, it is contained within Tower Rock
Natural Area, which was created by the state of Missouri in 1972.
Selection Rationale

Tower Rock is recommended as an HPHS based on all four criteria. As the site was explored
and thoroughly documented in the journals by Lewis, it qualifies for Sense of Place and
Presence of Historic Remnants. The view from both the riverbank as well as Lewis’s
“sugarloaf point,” which is accessed by an easy hiking trail, possesses high Scenic Quality.
Tower Rock Natural Area is remote and remains a largely untouched wooded landscape,
and though the opposite shore of the river has been developed, the site meets the
standards for Freedom from Intrusion.

The executive order is quoted in Ann Rogers, “A Grand Tower: The Mississippi Tower Rock,” We Proceeded
On 24, No. 1 (February 1998), 6.
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Fort Kaskaskia
Selection Criteria: Scenic Quality, Sense of Place, Presence of Historic Remnants
National Register of Historic Places
Lewis continued overland to Fort Kaskaskia on November 28, 1803. Clark and the
expedition made their way to the post the following day. At Fort Kaskaskia, Lewis and Clark
recruited up to twelve enlisted soldiers, including Patrick Gass, John Ordway, and John
Collins, and acquired more supplies. The boats led by Clark departed Kaskaskia on
December 3, 1803, and two days later Lewis continued on horseback to Cahokia and St.
Louis to confer with Spanish and American officials.
Kaskaskia, originally a Native American village, was the site of a French fort built in 1736.
When the British gained control of the area after the French and Indian War, the French
residents of Kaskaskia destroyed the fort. George Rogers Clark took control of the town in
1778, and American troops occupied Fort Kaskaskia until around 1807. While the location
of the fort atop a bluff remained untouched by the Mississippi River, the town was forced to
relocate after the river began changing course in 1881. Fort Kaskaskia was acquired by the
state of Illinois in 1929 and made a state park. It was listed on the National Register in
1974 as part of the French Colonial Historic District.
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Historical Background

Figure 19 The six locations of Kaskaskia. From August Reyling, Historic Kaskaskia (St. Louis, MO: Reyling, 1963).

Kaskaskia took its name from a tribe of the Illinois, a group of approximately twelve
Algonquian-speaking culturally similar tribes. Their village, also known as Kaskaskia, and
followed the movements of the tribe. The first two locations recorded by French
missionaries were along the Illinois River, near modern Utica and Peoria. The third site of
Kaskaskia, established around 1700 under the leadership of Kaskaskian chief Rouensa, was
located just south of St. Louis on the Mississippi River and was jointly occupied by the
Kaskaskia and Tamaroa. Rouensa led the tribes further south in spring 1703, settling near
the mouth of the Kaskaskia River. Joining with the Michigamia, another group of the
Illinois, a fourth Kaskaskia was founded. Jesuit missionaries established a mission at
Kaskaskia around this time. A stone church was constructed in 1714 to serve both the
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converted Native Americans and traders and farmers who settled around the town. With
the influx of White Europeans, the Kaskaskia and other tribes left to establish a new village
further up the Kaskaskia River.
Control of the Mississippi River was tantamount to European interests in North America.
The French government initiated a program of fortification construction in the area during
the early eighteenth century. Between 1719 and 1721, French commandant Pierre
Boisbriant oversaw the construction of Fort de Chartres sixteen miles north of Kaskaskia. A
wooden fort on a hill south of Kaskaskia was completed in spring 1736 and garrisoned by a
company of French regular troops. The structure deteriorated over the years, and during
the French and Indian War it was rebuilt as an earthen redoubt. After British victory in the
war, the French abandoned Kaskaskia. Both the fort and the village formally came under
control of Great Britain on October 9, 1765, two years after the Treaty of Paris. The French
military occupants removed to St. Louis as did many civilians.
The French-speaking village was initially left undefended by the British, who chose to
garrison troops at Fort de Chartres. In the summer of 1766, British army Captain Harry
Gordon arrived at Kaskaskia to evaluate its condition. He wrote in his journal on August 19,
The Kaskaskias Village is on the Plain. It consists of 80 Houses, well built, mostly of
stone, with Gardens and large Lots to each, whose inhabitants live generally well, &
some of them have large Stocks of Cattle & Hogs. There was a new Fort begun by the
French, of Logs opposite the Village on the rising Ground, t’other side of the River,
but entirely commanding it.158
French residents of Kaskaskia detested the thought of British control of the fort. Late one
October night, a mob of villagers moved against the fort. They filled the well, blew up the
powder magazine, and set fire to the blockhouses and other interior buildings, pickets, and
anything else within its bounds that was flammable.159 The British troops at Fort de
Chartres attempted to repair and reinforce that fort against the Mississippi River. However,
a massive flood in June 1772 swept away its western wall, filling the fort with seven feet of
water. The British removed to Kaskaskia and fortified the former Jesuit college building,
which they named Fort Gage after General Thomas Gage. During the American Revolution,
British reinforcement of eastern forces decimated the garrison at Fort Gage. George Rogers
Clark, then a Virginia militia colonel who had been ordered to harass British holdings in the
west, attacked Kaskaskia. He noted in his journal, “I broke into the fort, secured the
“Extract from Journal of Captain Harry Gordon,” in Charles A. Hanna, The Wilderness Trail (New York: Geo.
A. Putnam’s Sons, 1911), quoted in J. F. Snyder, “Fort Kaskaskia,” Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society
6, no. 1 (April 1913), 66.
159 Snyder, 68.
158
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governor, Mr. Rocheblave, in 15 minutes had every street secured,etc.”160 With the
celebratory ringing of the church bell by residents on July 4, 1778, Kaskaskia became an
American possession. However, after two years Fort Gage was abandoned, and all troops
and supplies were transferred to Fort Jefferson at the Ohio River confluence.

Figure 20 Kaskaskia in the early 19th century. From Charles O. Paullin, John K. Wright, ed., Atlas of the Historical Geography
of the United States (N.p.: Carnegie Institution of Washington and the American Geographical Society of New York, 1932),
plate 52.

The former fort at Kaskaskia was reoccupied in fall 1803 with the pending transfer of
Louisiana from France to the United States. Secretary of War Henry Dearborn ordered
Captain Amos Stoddard, who had been scouting potential locations for a fort on the eastern
bank of the Mississippi River, to instead rendezvous with the company of Captain Daniel
Bissell at Kaskaskia. There, they would prepare for posting on the western bank of the river
once the land was officially in American possession. On September 4, 1803, Stoddard and
Bissell leased 120 acres of land for three years from John Edgar. The military reserved the
right of “erecting a Garrison on said premises, of procuring such quantity of stone, of
making such quantity of brick and of cutting such quantity of timber and of taking such

160

E. G. Mason, Kaskaskia and Its Parish Records (Chicago: Fergus & Co. 1881), 22, quoted in Snyder, 71.
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other materials as may be necessary to complete said Garrison.”161 The post, which
assumed the historical name of Fort Kaskaskia, was located at the site of its predecessors
above the Kaskaskia River.
On November 28, 1803, Lewis left the expedition camp at Horse Island to walk the six miles
to Kaskaskia. Clark recorded in the journal that he and the boats “Set out this morning of 8
oClock from the lower point of the horse Island, which Island is Situated opposit the mouth
of Kaskaskies River Commonly Called Aucau Creek.“ They worked their way upriver and
“arrived at the Landing opposit old St. Genevie, (or Misar)” at Kaskaskia. The expedition
remained in the Kaskaskia area for five days.162
Lewis detailed their actions at Kaskaskia in a December 19, 1803, letter to Jefferson:
On my arrival at Kaskaskias, I made a selection of a sufficient number of men from
the troops of that place to complete my party, and made a requisition on the
Contractor to cause immediately an adequate deposit of provisions to be made at
Cahokia subject to further orders or other destination should circumstances render
it necessary.163
Lewis and Clark recruited twelve men from to join their expedition from Captain Russell
Bissell’s infantry company and Captain Amos Stoddard’s artillery company. The captains
had received orders from Secretary of War Henry Dearborn “to furnish one Sergeant &
Eight good Men who understand rowing and boat to go with Capt. Lewis,”164 These men
were John Ordway, Patrick Gass, John Boley, John Collins, John Dame, Francois Labiche,
John Robertson, Ebenezer Tuttle, Peter Weiser, Isaac White, Alexander Willard, and
Richard Windsor. In an 1859 biography of Patrick Gass written by Wellsburg Herald
publisher John G. Jacob, a description of Gass’ recruitment at Fort Kaskaskia was given:
Capt. Lewis came to Kaskaskia in the fall of 1803, in his search for suitable material
for such a corps, and among others who volunteered was Mr. Gass, who happened to
be stationed at this post, and to whose adventurous disposition the opportunity
presented charms that could not be resisted. To travel where white man had never
trod before, was an eminence of venture that rose up mountain high in his
imagination, and the danger only dared him to undertake it. Patrick Gass was easily
enrolled on the Captain’s books, as a member of the party, but Patrick had more
Clarence Edwin Carter, ed., “The Territorial Papers of the United States,” Vol. VII, “The Territory of Indiana,
1800-1810,” (Washington, DC: United States Government Printing Office, 1939), 155.
162 Clark, November 28, 1803.
163 Lewis to Jefferson, December 19, 1803, in Jackson, 145.
164 Henry Dearborn to Russell Bissell and Amos Stoddard, July 2, 1803, in Jackson, 103.
161
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difficulty in effecting a release from his military engagements. It so happened that
the detachment to which he belonged was about going into cantonment for the
winter, and Mr. Gass’ accomplishments as a carpenter, joined to his other good
qualities, made his immediate commander unwilling to part with him.165
Lewis also requisitioned a cask and seventy-five pounds of gunpower.166
While at Kaskaskia, Clark reported they “had very Comfortable quarters with Capt. Stodart,
and a Mr. Wm. Morrison a merchent of that place.”167 But he and Lewis learned that the
Spanish lieutenant governor of Upper Louisiana168 intended to stop the expedition from
traveling west. As Clark was still recovering from illness, they determined that Lewis would
continue alone to St. Louis. Clark finally found relief from the medical issues which had
plagued him since departing Louisville. He detailed his discomfort in a letter to his brother
Jonathan:
a fiew days after I parted with you on the river bank, I was taken Violent ill by a
Contraction of the muskelur Sistem, this indisposition Continued Several days and
was ultimately removed by exertions & Close attention of Capt Lewis, after a fiew
days of tolerable health, I was again attacked with a violent Pain in the Sumock &
bowels, with great Obstruction in in those parts, which Could not be removed until I
arrived at Kaskaskees which was Eleven Days, at that place I precured some Allow
which gave me relief.169
Clark explained that his illness also prevented him from providing more extensive
observations of the trip from Louisville to Kaskaskia. He and the expedition departed
Kaskaskia on December 4, and Lewis the following day.

John G. Jacob, The Life and Times of Patrick Gass (Wellsburg, WV: Wellsburg Herald, 1859), 36.
Lewis’s Receipt to Amos Stoddard, December 1, 1803, in Jackson, 142.
167 Ibid.
168 Although Louisiana was a French possession at the time, the Spanish continued to administer the territory.
169 William Clark to Jonathan Clark, December 16, 1803, in Holmberg, 60.
165
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Figure 21 Kaskaskia in 1875. From An Illustrated Historical Atlas Map of Randolph County, Ills. ([unknown], IL: W. R. Brick &
Co., 1875).

In 1808 Kaskaskia was designated the capital of Illinois Territory, but this would be the
town’s peak in influence and prosperity. With the admission of Illinois as a state in 1819,
the capital moved to Vandalia. Frequent flooding contributed to Kaskaskia’s decline. In
1844 a particularly devastating flood resulted in eight feet of water inundating the town.
Concurrently, the ever-shifting Mississippi River bent toward the Kaskaskia River channel.
Environmental historian F. Terry Norris attributed the river’s change of course to erosion
exacerbated by overlogging of the nearby forests for steamboat fuel. By 1881, he stated,
“the unstable, defoliated bankline of the Mississippi migrated toward the eastern side of
the floodplain.”170 Kaskaskia became a riverfront town, and the Mississippi River continued
its eastward shift. By 1910 only one house, the former residence of French-Canadian trader
and first lieutenant governor of Illinois Pierre Menard, remained at the site of French
F. Terry Norris, “Where did the villages go? Steamboats, deforestation, and archaeological loss in the
Mississippi Valley,” from Andrew Hurley, ed., Common Fields: An Environmental History of St. Louis (St. Louis:
Missouri Historical Society Press, 1997), 88.
170
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Kaskaskia. Residents relocated the village west of the Mississippi River. Today, Kaskaskia is
essentially a ghost town with a handful of residents. Extant buildings from the relocation
include the ca. 1894 Immaculate Conception Church and the Kaskaskia Bell State
Monument, which contains the ca. 1741 Kaskaskia Bell known as the “Liberty Bell of the
West” that rang in honor of George Rogers Clark’s occupation of Fort Kaskaskia in 1778.

Figure 22 Fort Kaskaskia remains, 1940. Historic American Buildings Survey.

The former site of Fort Kaskaskia, located atop a bluff overlooking the new path of the
Mississippi River, remained intact. The location was acquired by the state of Illinois in 1929
and created Fort Kaskaskia State Park. It was included as part of the French Colonial
Historic District, which was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1974.171

The French Colonial Historic District extended from the site of Fort de Chartres south to Kaskaskia Island
on either side of the Mississippi River. Margaret K. Brown, “French Colonial Historic District,” National
Register Nomination Form (Washington, DC: Department of Interior, National Park Service, 1973).
171
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Selection Rationale

Kaskaskia was an important stop for the expedition, as Lewis and Clark recruited up to
twelve men from the enlisted soldiers garrisoned here to potentially join the Corps of
Discovery. The location of Fort Kaskaskia atop the bluff is the only extant site visited by
Lewis and Clark, and it qualifies under the criterion Presence of Historic Remnants as well
as Sense of Place. The vista from the fort’s location as well as an overlook in Fort Kaskaskia
State Historic Park, which affords a view of Beaver Island adjacent to the village of
Kaskaskia, has high Scenic Quality.
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Ste. Genevieve
Selection Criteria: Sense of Place, Presence of Historic Remnants
National Register of Historic Places, National Historic Landmark District
The expedition entered the American Bottom region along the Mississippi River when they
arrived near Kaskaskia, only a few miles downriver from Ste. Genevieve. While Lewis
remained at Fort Kaskaskia, Clark explored the area and took bearings. He recorded his
observations about Ste. Genevieve in the journal on December 4, 1803:
Set out this morning before Sunrise at ¾ of a mile passed the mouth of a Small Creek
Called Gabia, at the mouth of this Creek is the landing place for the Tradeing Boats of
St Genevieve, a Small town Situated on the Spurs of the high land at ¾ of a mile
distant nearly South This Village contains (as I am informed) about 120 families,
principally French,— above the mouth of this Creek the high lands approach the
river, Several French families are Setled near the bank, above the Creek, opposit this
settlement and above the upper Point of the Island a Creek mouths on the Starbd.
side172
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Clark, December 4, 1803.
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The expedition camped on Le Grand Champs, the rich alluvial plain that had drawn French
settlers to the area.
Ste. Genevieve was established in 1750 as the first permanent White settlement on the
western bank of the Mississippi River in French Upper Louisiana. Due to flooding, the town
relocated upriver by 1793. Ste. Genevieve National Historical Park, established in 2020,
includes a half dozen structures which date to the expedition.
Historical Background
Seventeenth century French explorers reported lead and salt deposits west of the
Mississippi River. Fort de Chartres was constructed on the east bank around 1720 in part
to protect mining operations across the river. A rich alluvial plain, known as the American
Bottom, stretched primarily along the east bank of the Mississippi River from Kaskaskia to
near St. Louis. High limestone and dolomite bluffs enclosed the plain, which ranged from
two to nine miles wide. French settlement in the seventeenth century concentrated in the
American Bottom, with Kaskaskia, Prairie du Rocher (“rock prairie”), Ste. Genevieve, and
other villages established around community fields. Settlers moved to the large alluvial
plain called Le Grand Champs (“the big field”) and by 1750 established Ste. Genevieve as the
first White permanent settlement in Upper Louisiana.
The latter half of the eighteenth century saw many changes in the possession and
habitation of Ste. Genevieve. The signing of the Treaty of Paris in 1763 transferred the
French lands east of the Mississippi River into British possession. French residents of
Kaskaskia removed west across the river to Ste. Genevieve, only for the territory to come
under control of Spain the following year. During the American Revolution, the French
inhabitants of Upper Louisiana sided with the colonists. American General George Rogers
Clark arrived at Kaskaskia with his Virginia militia forces on July 4, 1778, and took the town
from British control without any shots fired. Following the war, an influx of Native
Americans moved into the Ste. Genevieve district. Shawnee and Delaware tribes were
convinced by Louis Lorimer, who established a trading post at Cape Girardeau, to relocate
from the Ohio River Valley. Additionally, Peoria moved west across the river while Osage
expanded their range to the east.173
While Ste. Genevieve prospered due to its location on the Mississippi River and the rich
alluvial plains, floods plagued the town. In 1784 residents drafted articles of public works
including levees. But the following year, named l'Année des eaux (“the year of the big
waters”), springtime floods overflowed the planted fields. Residents began moving upriver
Carl J. Ekberg, Colonial Ste. Genevieve: An Adventure on the Mississippi Frontier (Gerald, MO: Patrice Press,
1985), 95.
173
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to higher ground between the forks of Gabouri Creek, where Joseph Coulture had located
several years previous. Francois Vallé pere, Jacques Boyer, and Jean Baptiste La Croix were
among the residents to move to Petites Côtes (Little Hills), later named Nouvelle Ste.
Genevieve.174 The relocation of the town was not considered complete until 1793, when the
Catholic church was disassembled and moved to the new site. The second iteration of Ste.
Genevieve was laid out in a grid of square blocks with a public square near the center. By
1799, it had a population of 945 which grew to 1,300 within five years. Though the
inhabitants of Ste. Genevieve were nearly all French, Americans had begun moving into the
area as early as 1788.175 French military officer Victor Collot, who visited the new Ste.
Genevieve on his travels in 1796, provided a thorough description of the town:
This little town contains at present twelve hundred inhabitants of both sexes, whites
and blacks, slaves and freemen, of which two hundred and forty bear arms; but out
of that number, sixty only can be considered as soldiers.
On the upper part of the platform on which St. Geneviève is situated, stands a small
fort, of the same form and constructed with the same kind of materials as that of St.
Lewis; that is to say, square, and surrounded with planks to support the earth; and
serve at the same time for palisadoes. Two pieces of iron cannon of two pounders, a
corporal and two soldiers, were at this time the sole defence of the place.
This position on the whole is extremely bad, being much too distant from the river
to protect its navigation.176
A fort had been constructed at Ste. Genevieve in 1794 by Spanish officials in response to a
rumored joint American and French invasion of Upper Louisiana, but the wooden structure
was essentially in ruins by 1803.
Henry Brackenridge, an American who was sent as a child to live with the Beauvais family
in Ste. Genevieve, provided a thorough description of the town in his Views of Louisiana. Le
Grand Champs, located between the town and the Mississippi River, was “a fine bottom,
commencing from the Gabourie, and extending eight or nine miles down the river; and for

Gregory M. Franzwa, The Story of Old Ste. Genevieve (St. Louis: Patrice Press, 1990), 59; Ekberg, 420-421.
The descriptor Nouvelle was dropped once the original town was abandoned in the early 1790s.
175 Douglas C. McVarish, “Ste. Genevieve Historic District,” National Register of Historic Places Nomination
Form (Washington, DC: Department of Interior, National Park Service, 2001), 121; Robert Sidney Douglass,
History of Southeast Missouri, Vol. 1 (Chicago: Lewis Publishing Company, 1912), 56.
176 Collot, 253.
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the greater part of that distance, three miles in width,” and contained approximately 7,000
acres.177 The new location of Ste. Genevieve, he wrote, was
situated about one mile from the Mississippi, between the two branches of a stream
called Gabourie, on a flat of about one hundred acres, and something higher than the
river bottom. There is a second bank about twenty feet higher than this, upon which
the town begins at present to extend; this is merely a slip, however, and bounded by
a third bank, eighty feet above the level of the river…178
Along with lead mining, agriculture was a primary occupation of Ste. Genevieve residents,
Brackeridge described the layout of the communal farming area:
One fence encloses the whole village field, and this is kept up at the common
expense. The river side is left open, the steepness of the bank rendering any
enclosure unnecessary. This field is divided into a number of small lots, of an equal
size; a certain number of arpents in front, and a certain number in depth. The more
wealthy possess and cultivate several of these lots, while some of the poorer class
do not own one entire. But nearly all the inhabitants have a share in them…179
Lewis and Clark entered the American Bottom as the expedition approached Kaskaskia. On
November 28, 1803, the expedition arrived “at the Landing opposit old St. Genevie, (or
Misar)” where they made camp.180 Over the next several days while at Kaskaskia, Lewis
and Clark selected enlisted men from the garrison. Both men also made observations in the
area, ranging from Ste. Genevieve north beyond the ruins of Fort de Chartres. Clark
recorded their camp’s location the evening of December 3 downstream of Ste. Genevieve on
Le Grand Champs—"Set out from the landing at half passed 4 oClock passed an Island near
the middle of the River the lower point within three quaters of a mile, came to on the Larbd
side after Dark.”181 Though Clark never noted in the journal a visit to Ste. Genevieve, he
recorded his observations in a journal entry the following day:
This Village contains (as I am informed) about 120 families, principally French, –
above the mouth of this Creek the high lands approach the river, Several French
families are Setled near the bank, above the Creek, opposit this settlement and
above the upper Point of the Island a Creek mouths on the Starbd. Side.182
Henry Marie Brackenridge, Views of Louisiana, Together with a Journal of a Voyage up the Missouri River, in
1811 (Chicago: Quadrangle Books, Inc., 1962), 125.
178 Brackenridge, 124-125.
179 Ibid., 127.
180 Clark, November 28, 1803.
181 Clark, December 3, 1803.
182 Clark, December 4, 1803.
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A traveler provided a more thorough description of Ste. Genevieve that year:
It is inhabited by twelve hundred people who are especially engaged in the
cultivation of wheat and in the chase; they own lead mines from which they derive
great profits. In their forests they find bears prodigiously fat and large, the oil from
which is much sought after by the inhabitants, even by those of Louisiana. They
raise good vegetables and make excellent butter and cheese. That city is large
enough and rich enough to support a priest, yet it does not have any, and the people
are dying. They are governed by a Commandant who always terminates in a friendly
manner the quarrels which arise among them.183
Clark provided a brief description of the topography of the American Bottom as he traveled
upriver: “The high Lands which sets in opposit St. Genesvieve, Continues with Small
intervales of Low Land on that Side of the Mississippi, the other appearing low and Subject
to be overflowed.”184

183
184

Paul Alliot, quoted in Douglass, 58.
Clark, December 5, 1803.
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The Ste. Genevieve Historic District was designated a National Historic Landmark District
in 1960 and placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1966. In 2020 the Ste.
Genevieve National Historical Park was established as a unit of the National Park Service.
Over a half dozen extant structures date to the time of the Lewis and Clark Expedition
including the Beauvais-Amoreaux House (1792), Louis Bolduc House (1793), and JeanBaptiste Valle House (1794).
Selection Rationale

Ste. Genevieve is selected as an HPHS based on its Sense of Place and Presence of Historic
Remnants. Le Grand Champs, the alluvial plain camped upon by the expedition, retains the
pastoral and agricultural nature as it would have been observed by Clark. Many homes
built when the residents of the town relocated in the late eighteenth century are extant
within the Ste. Genevieve National Historical Park, which provides a venue for
interpretation of the expedition. Near Ste. Genevieve, the American Bottom topography
may also be viewed at Magnolia Hollow Conservation Area (pictured above).
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Fort de Chartres
Selection Criteria: Presence of Historic Remnants
National Register of Historic Places, National Historic Landmark
While at Kaskaskia, Lewis and Clark explored the area and made observations. On
December 3, 1803, Clark took bearings from various locations near the ruins of Fort de
Chartres, a former French fortification upriver of Kaskaskia. He recorded that he “had a
view of two sides of the Fort, which at the distance of about 2 miles and a half.”185
Fort de Chartres was originally built as a wooden fortification in 1720 to protect French
trade interests. Frequent floods destroyed several iterations of the fort, and by 1753 the
French commissioned a stone fort on the site. The fort came under British control after
their victory in the French and Indian War. They held Fort de Chartres until 1772, when the
south wall and bastion collapsed into the river, and removed to Fort Gage at Kaskaskia.
Locals scavenged the ruins for building materials, with only the stone powder magazine
remaining by 1900. The state of Illinois purchased the site in 1913, and reconstruction of
the site to its 1753 appearance continued over the next several decades. Fort de Chartres
was named a National Historic Landmark in 1960 and placed on the National Register of
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Clark, December 4, 1803.
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Historic Places, first as part of the French Colonial Historic District in 1974 and as an
individual site two years later.
Historical Background
The modern stone reconstruction of Fort de Chartres represents the third fort of its name
built in the American Bottom area of Illinois. The first iteration in 1720 was located
approximately eighteen miles north of Kaskaskia. The wooden fort was destroyed in 1727
by Mississippi River flooding and rebuilt farther from the river. The new fort, also
constructed of timber, slowly deteriorated over the next two decades, and a plans for a
stone fortification were made by French authorities. Engineer Jean Baptiste Saucier drew
up plans for a stone fort at the original location of Fort de Chartres, and construction began
in 1753. The stone walls of Fort de Chartres were eighteen feet high, over two feet thick,
and enclosed approximately four acres. Interior structures included two long barracks, a
guard house, officers’ quarters, a storehouse, a chapel, the powder magazine, and kitchen
and outbuildings arranged around a parade ground.186 Construction ended in 1763, just as
the French ceded Illinois to Great Britain per terms of the Treaty of Paris. The British took
control of Fort de Chartres in 1765. Military engineer Philip Pittman visited Fort de
Chartres when his unit traveled up the Mississippi River to take control of French posts
after the treaty. He provided a thorough description the fort, which he found was known to
be “the most commodious and best built fort in North America.” But the fort was
endangered by its close location to the river, for “the bank of the Mississippi, next the fort,
is continually falling in, being worn away by the current, which as been turned from its
course by a sand-bank, now encreased to a considerable island covered with willow.”187
Pittman reported that in the previous decade, the distance from the fort to the river had
decreased from one half mile to a mere eighty paces, and that the once fordable channel
now had a depth of forty feet. British occupation of Fort de Chartres continued until 1772,
when its garrison was recalled to Philadelphia, and the fort was abandoned. That same
year, the south wall and a bastion collapsed into the Mississippi River. Locals scavenged the
site for building materials, and Fort de Chartres gradually faded away.
The expedition arrived at Kaskaskia on November 28, 1803, where they rested, recruited
men, and obtained supplies. Both Lewis and Clark made observations and took bearings
around Kaskaskia, with Clark and the expedition ranging out north of Ste. Genevieve. On
December 4, they passed “the mouth of a Small Creek on the Larbd. side, opposit the upper
point of a small Island; and lower point of a large Isld. situated opposit Old fort Charters.”
The boats landed at the smaller island, where Clark took bearings and observed Fort de
Stephen Lissandrello, “Fort de Chartres,” National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form
(Washington, DC: Department of Interior, National Park Service, 1975), section 8.
187 Philip Pittman, The Present State of the European Settlements on the Mississippi (London: J. Nourse, 1770),
46.
186
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Chartres, “from this point I had a view of two sides of the Fort, which at the distance of
about 2 miles and a half.” The Mississippi River ran between the fort and the island as
Pittman had observed, but Clark saw that “[t]he chanel which forms the Island next to the
fort is intirely dry, and appears to be filling up with Sand and mud.”188

Figure 23 Fort de Chartres photographed in the 1930s. Historic American Buildings Survey.

By 1900 little physical evidence of Fort de Chartres remained, with only the stone powder
magazine and traces of the wall extant. The state of Illinois purchased the site in 1913 and
began restoration of the powder magazine. Reconstruction of the fort continued over the
next several decades. In 1960 Fort de Chartres was named a National Historic Landmark. In
1974 it was placed on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the French Colonial
Historic District, which encompassed the region from Kaskaskia to the fort. Two years later,
Fort de Chartres was listed on the National Register as an individual site.
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Clark, December 4, 1803.
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Selection Rationale

As Clark observed the ruins of Fort de Chartres in a journal entry on December 4, 1803, the
site qualifies as an HPHS under Presence of Historic Remnants. A Sense of Place may also
be interpreted at the site.
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Appendix A: Sites Eliminated from Consideration
A number of sites along the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers were considered to potentially
qualify as HPHS as they were found to have historic significance during the 1803 travels of
the Lewis and Clark Expedition. These sites were researched to ascertain eligibility as
HPHS but were determined to not qualify under the criterion. Most sites were visited
primarily to experience the potential for Sense of Place. The list of eliminated sites
includes:
Elizabethtown (PA)

Keelboat Launch Site (PA)

McKees Rocks (PA)

Neville Island (PA)

Logstown (PA)

Beaver River Confluence
(PA)

Steubenville (OH)

Wellsburg Wharf (WV)

Judge Joseph Barker, Jr.
House (OH)

Blennerhassett Island (WV)

Belpre (OH)

Buffington Island (WV)

Ravenswood (WV)

Letart Island (WV)

Racine (OH)

Gallipolis (OH)

Huntington (WV)

Vanceburg (KY)

Limestone (KY)

Cincinnati (OH)

Port William (KY)

Augusta (KY)

Locust Grove (KY)

Filson Historical Society
(KY)

West Point (KY)

Leavenworth (IN)

Alton (IN)

Grandview (IN)

Henderson (KY)

Old Shawneetown (IL)

Elizabethtown (IL)

Cave-in-Rock (IL)

Lusk Creek Confluence (IL)

Paducah (KY)

Fort Jefferson (KY)

Wickliffe Mounds (KY)

Cairo (IL)

Thebes Courthouse (IL)

Ware (IL)

Trail of Tears State Park
(MO)

Horse Island (MO)

Schmidt’s Island and
Establishment Creek (MO)

East St. Louis (IL)

Cahokia Mounds (IL)
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Elizabethtown
Scholars have debated whether the keelboat for the Lewis & Clark Expedition was built in
either Elizabethtown (today Elizabeth) or Pittsburgh. For many years, consensus held that
Elizabethtown was the site of the boatyard where the keelboat was constructed. But
emerging evidence in the years following the bicentennial celebration showed that the
craft, in actuality more of a barge than what is considered a keelboat, was built in
Pittsburgh. An August 2003 article by Pittsburgh Post-Gazette staff writer Patricia Lowry
provided a historiography of the keelboat debate. Earlier claims of the construction site
originated with relatives of Elizabeth boat builders in the mid-nineteenth century. But the
claims fell apart in the twentieth century, and Pittsburgh was considered to have been the
site of the keelboat construction. Elizabeth historian Richard T. Wiley made no mention of
the Lewis keelboat but noted two pirogues, “large vessels of the log canoe type” fitted with
sails and oars, for the expedition were built at Elizabeth.189 Lowry noted a Lewis and Clarkrelated exhibit at the Heinz History Center gave the Monongahela River boatyard of
William Greenough as the keelboat’s origination.190 In 2007 a descendant of Pittsburgh
boat builder Jacob Myers provided information about his ancestor to the Heinz History
Center, lending credence to the possibility that the Pittsburgh-based Myers was the tardy
drunken boatbuilder who delayed Lewis’s departure from Pittsburgh for six weeks.191
Lewis does not mention Elizabeth in his journal entries leading up to departure, and his
regular visits to the boatyard to hurry along the boat builder lend credence Pittsburgh as
the construction site for the keelboat. Finally, as stated in the footnotes of the annotated
expedition journals, “The craft was built in Pittsburgh in July and August of 1803.”192 This
information indicated that the keelboat was most likely constructed in Pittsburgh, and
Elizabeth was eliminated as an HPHS candidate.

Richard T. Wiley, Elizabeth and Her Neighbors (Butler, PA: Ziegler, 1936), 68.
Patricia Lowry, “Who built the big boat?” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, August 3, 2003, https://old.postgazette.com/localnews/20030803lewisboat0803fnp3.asp, accessed January 22, 2022.
191 William K. Brunot, “The Building of the Lewis and Clark Boat in Pittsburgh,” Western Pennsylvania History
(Winter 209-2010): 22-37.
192 “August 30, 1803,” footnote 8, Journals of the Lewis & Clark Expedition,
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/item/lc.jrn.1803-08-30, accessed January 22, 2022.
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Keelboat Launch Site
“It was not untill 7 O’Clock on the morning of the 31st Ultmo. that my boat was completed,
she was instantly loaded, and at 10 A.M. on the same day I left Pittsburgh,” wrote Lewis in a
letter to President Thomas Jefferson.193 The Allegheny River waterfront access at the David
L. Lawrence Convention Center is the approximate site of the boatyard where Lewis and
the expedition departed. A historical marker commerating this event has been erected 100
yards upstream just below the Fort Wayne Railroad Bridge near Fort Duquesne Boulevard
and Waterfront Place. The area is very developed, and there is no Sense of Place at the site.

McKees Rocks
After the ordeal at Brunot Island, Lewis then “called the hands aboard and proceeded to a
ripple of McKee’s rock* where we were obleged to get out all the hands and lift the boat
over about thirty yards.”194 There was no interpretable location at McKees Rocks. The area
is highly developed and industrialized, and no public access to the river is available. The
riffles which Lewis passed here are under water or removed.
193
194

Lewis to Jefferson, September 8, 1803, in Jackson, 121.
Lewis, August 31, 1803.
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Neville Island
The expedition had great difficulty passing two riffles at Neville Island on September 1,
1803. The first riffle, Lewis wrote, took two hours to dig a channel through the obstruction,
but to pass the second riffle, “we were obliged to unload all our goods and lift the emty Boat
over.”195 Both riffles are now gone due to the damming of the Ohio River. Neville Island is
highly developed and industrialized. The right channel of the Ohio River around the island
may be viewed from Memorial Park, but there is no Sense of Place here.

195

Lewis, September 1, 1803.
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Logstown
Established in 1725, Logstown was a village shared by Shawnee, Delaware,
Haudenosaunee, and other Native American peoples. It was burned by Oneida leader
Scarouady in 1754. American General Anthony Wayne established a training camp named
Legionville at the site in 1792. A riffle named for the village detained the expedition for four
hours on September 2, 1803. Lewis sent men to hire a local farmer and his horse and ox to
help pull the keelboat past the riffle.
Today, both Logstown and Legionville are memorialized with several historical markers
clustered alongside Pennsylvania State Highway 65. White the site is near the river, there is
no Sense of Place.
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Beaver River Confluence
On September 3, 1803, the expedition passed the mouth of “big bever creek” and came to
anchor in the river at the site of Fort McIntosh.196 The mouth of the Beaver River may be
observed from Rochester Riverfront Park in Rochester. However, at the time of my visit,
most of the park was inaccessible due to utility construction. Regardless, the Sense of Place
was not as high as what may be interpreted at Fort McIntosh.

196

Lewis, September 3, 1803.
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Steubenville
Fort Steuben was constructed in 1786 to provide protection to the surveyors mapping the
Northwest Territory, but it was destroyed by fire in 1790. The town of Steubenville was
founded around 1798 by settlers from New Jersey. A Federal Land Office was established
here in 1801. Lewis and the expedition passed Steubenville around 2:00 p.m. on September
6, 1803, after which they hoisted the sail on the keelboat. About two miles downriver, the
keelboat got stuck on a riffle, and “the wind blew so heard as to break the spreat of it, and
now having no assistance but by manual exertion and my men woarn down by perpetual
lifting I was obliged again to have recourse to my usual resort and sent out in serch of
horses or oxen.” Lewis sent men back to Steubenville where they hired a team of oxen to
haul the boat over the riffles.
A reconstruction of Fort Steuben was started in 1986, and the Land Office log cabin was
moved to the site. Access to and view of the Ohio River at Steubenville are marred by the
Ohio River Scenic Byway (Ohio Highway 7), the Steubenville Sewage Treatment Plant, and
the blasting of the ridge for West Virginia Highway 2 across the river. While Fort Steuben
does have historic markers recognizing the site’s Lewis and Clark connection, the Sense of
Place was not interpretable.
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Wellsburg Wharf
Lewis recorded in his journal on September 7, 1803, that the expedition “passed Charles
town on the E. shore above the mouth of Buffaloe over which there is built a handsom
wooden bridge, this has the appearance of a handsome little Village, containing about forty
houses—
this village is three miles below our encampment of last evening…”197
Charlestown was renamed Wellsburg in 1816. Corps of Discovery member Sergeant Patrick
Gass was born in Pennsylvania and lived in Wellsburg. After the end of his army service in
1816, Gass returned to Wellsburg. He died there in 1870 at age 99, the last living member
of the expedition. Gass’s journal from the expedition was the first published in 1807, and a
biography, The Life and Times of Patrick Gass, was published in 1859 by local
newspaperman John G. Jacob.
Wellsburg Wharf Park is the location of a historical marker and the ruins of ca. 1830s
wharfs. When Lewis passed in 1803, Charlestown was already known as a shipping center.
Unfortunately, Millers Tavern, which dated to 1797 and was adjacent to the park as shown
in the above photo, was demolished in recent years. If the tavern were extant, Wellsburg
would have qualified as an HPHS for its Sense of Place and Presence of Historic Remnants.
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Lewis, September 7, 1803.
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Judge Joseph Barker, Jr. House
Lewis stopped nine miles above Marietta on September 12, 1803, to barter foodstuffs from
a farmer. The Barker House near Newport is approximately that distance from Marietta,
and the National Register nomination for the ca. 1832 house notes the Barker family owned
land outside of Marietta. It may be that an older house once stood on this land, and perhaps
Lewis bartered with the Barkers. However, the only structure at the site, which overlooks
the Willow Island Locks and Dam, is the house which postdates the expedition. Thus, it
does not quality as an HPHS.
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Blennerhassett Island
Blennerhassett Island is named for Harman Blennerhassett, who built a palatial two-story
home on the island. In 1805 he joined with Aaron Burr to conspire against the United
States, and the house was seized by the state of Virginia after his arrest. The Blennerhassett
mansion burned in 1811. A detailed replica was constructed in the 1980s. Today, the island
is a West Virginia state park accessible by ferry from Parkersburg.
Lewis made no mention of Blennerhassett Island in his September 15, 1803, journal entry
which included the mouth of the Little Kanawha River and Parkersburg. The
Blennerhassett Mansion would have been clearly visible from the river. If Lewis had
mentioned the island or the house, then it would be considered an HPHS based on Sense of
Place and Presence of Historic Remnants.
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Belpre
Belpre is immediately across the Ohio River from Blennerhassett Island and the
Blennerhassett Mansion. Since Blennerhassett Island has been eliminated as a potential
HPHS, Belpre has little historical significance to the expedition. In his journal on September
15, 1803, Lewis mentioned “the settlement of Bellpray—a yanke settlement,” but this
reference is surmised by scholars to refer to Belleville, West Virginia.198

“September 15, 1803,” Journals of the Lewis & Clark Expedition,
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/item/lc.jrn.1803-09-15#n02091504, accessed January 15, 2022.
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Buffington Island
The expedition passed several riffles near Buffington Island, which Lewis referred to as
Emberson’s Island, on September 16, 1803. His journal entry stated, “the day was fair,
passed severale very bad riffles and among the rest Emberson's Island, while they were
geting the boat through this long riffle I went on shore and shot some squirrels.”199 While
the island is explicitly mentioned by Lewis in his journal, the ambiguity of his writing
makes it unclear whether the location where he shot the squirrels while waiting for the
men to pass the riffle was either Buffington Island or on the Ohio or West Virginia shores.
Because of this unknown element, Buffington Island is not recommended as an HPHS.
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Lewis, September 16, 1803.
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Ravenswood
Ravenswood is located between the riffles that Lewis passed about four miles upstream on
September 16, 1803, and the sandbar five miles south where he stopped to dry out
equipment and goods on September 17, 1803. Ravenswood does not meet any criteria to be
considered as an HPHS.
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Letart Island
Letart Falls was a notable section of rapids on the Ohio River upriver from Marietta, Ohio.
Contemporary travelers presented contrasting views of Letart Falls, as either “universally
feared as one of the most terrific parts of the navigation of the rivers”200 or “the rapid,
which it ought to be called more properly than falls.”201 Lewis described the feature in his
September 18, 1803, journal entry:
at nine in the morning passed Letart's falls; this being nine miles distant from our
encampment of the last evening—
this rappid is the most considerable in the
whole course of the Ohio, except the rappids as they ar called opposite to Louisville
in Kentuckey— the descent at Letart's falls is a little more than 4 four feet in two
hundred fifty yards202
This would be Lewis’s last journal entry until November 11, 1803, when the expedition
arrived at Fort Massac.

Archer Butler Hulbert, The Ohio River: A Course of Empire (New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1906), 260-261.
Cuming, 120.
202 Lewis, September 18, 1803.
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The United States began its wave of internal improvements starting in the 1820s, and
efforts were underway to clear snags, logjams, and other obstructions in rivers. The Army
Corps of Engineers hired crews to blast and remove rocks from Letart Falls in 1900. Dam
and Locks No. 21, 22, and 23 were built at the end of the Letart Falls rapids, becoming
operational between 1919 and 1921. These were replaced by the Racine Lock and Dam, a
hydroelectric generating dam constructed between 1964 and 1971.
Letart Island and the former site of the rapids is viewable from a curve in Bucktown Road
in Letart Falls, Ohio. The island is included in the Ohio River Islands National Wildlife
Refuge. However, since the rapids have been removed, there is no Sense of Place remaining.
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Racine
Racine is just downstream from the dam and locks which flooded the remains of Letart
Falls. The site was visited to assess whether a view of the former location of the falls could
be interpreted. A large coal-powered electrical generation plant immediately across the
river mars any potential Scenic Quality or Sense of Place.
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Gallipolis
Approximately 500 French families founded Gallipolis in 1790. As the second oldest
settlement in the Northwest Territory after Marietta, the town has a decidedly French
layout around a central square. Gallipolis City Park is surrounded on three sides by
storefronts and some residences, and a street divides the park from the riverfront. As
Gallipolis was not mentioned by Lewis in his journal and the riverfront is dominated by a
boat launch and parking area, Sense of Place may not be ascertained here.
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Huntington
Harris Riverfront Park is located beyond the floodwall. The Sense of Place could not be
interpreted as Lewis was not making journal entries when he would have passed
Huntington.
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Vanceburg
As Vanceburg is located downriver from Letart Falls, there is no record of whether the
expedition stopped here. It is possible that Lewis may have mentioned the settlement, or
maybe Salt Lick Creek, if he were keeping his journal. On October 1, 1803, Colonel Thomas
Rodney camped near Vanceburg, about which he wrote, “There is a very hansom
settlement and little town here on the Kentuky shore and a salt works ¼ mile out of town
on Salt Lick Creek.”203 But as Vanceburg is not mentioned in Lewis’s journal, it does not
quality as an HPHS.
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Rodney, 91.
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Limestone
The mouth of Limestone Creek was settled by Simon Kenton in 1775. He built blockhouses
at both the river landing and three miles inland at what was known as Kenton’s Station
(later renamed Washington) in 1784. The settlement, incorporated as Maysville three years
later, became a principal Ohio River port in Kentucky. The town has a potential direct
connection to the expedition, as scholars believe that Corps of Discovery member Private
John Colter likely flagged down Lewis at Maysville and convinced him to give him a trial on
the expedition.204
The historical context of Maysville near the mouth of Limestone Creek dates to after the
expedition period in the late 19th and early 20th century. The Washington Historic District,
formerly Kenton’s Station, has numerous structures dating to before 1803, but it is
unknown if Lewis visited this location. Limestone Landing Park, the location of a historical
marker intepreting Colter, is a small area beyond the obtrusive railroad-topped floodwall.
Limestone Creek has been dammed by the levee, and it drains into the Ohio River through
two concrete culverts. While Maysville is historically relevant, the only criterion which
would quality, Sense of Place, is difficult to interpret in its modern setting.
“September 24, 1803,” Discovering Lewis & Clark, http://www.lewis-clark.org/article/18030924,
accessed January 15, 2022.
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Cincinnati
Lewis and the expedition arrived in Cincinnati on September 28, 1803. Letters from Clark
sent on August 21 and September 11 awaited him. Lewis wrote a letter to Clark noting that
the trip from Pittsburgh had been “most tedious and laborious.”205 He mentioned that he
had two hands on trial and would likely hire them for the expedition, perhaps George
Shannon and John Colter. Lewis also wrote a letter on October 3 to President Thomas
Jefferson while in Cincinnati where he conferred with Dr. William Goforth, a physician
studying the prehistoric remains at Big Bone Lick in Kentucky. Goforth granted permission
for Lewis to take specimens from his collection to send to the president.
While Cincinnati is a historically relevant location for the Lewis and Clark Expedition, there
are no extant properties from the time Lewis visited. In 1803 Cincinnati was a newly
incorporated town of around 1,000 residents. The city has grown tremendously since then,
and today the riverfront area of Cincinnati is completely developed. Even though
Pittsburgh is similarly developed, the Sense of Place at Cincinnati was no discernable.
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Port William
Lewis may have taken notice of Port William when passing by in October 1803. Port
William, which was chartered in 1794 and became the seat of Gallatin County in 1799, grew
into a modest town with a store, two taverns, and a blacksmith shop as well as a warehouse
for inspection of hemp, flour, tobacco, and other products. Colonel Thomas Rodney passed
Port William on October 11, 1803, likely just over a week after the expedition, and provided
a description of the town:
There is a pretty little town on the uper side [of the Kentucky River] with 6 or 7
brick houses in it and 15 or 20 wooden ones. The situation is pleasant. There is also
a plantation and wooden buildings on the lower side.206
Ultimately, because Port William was not mentioned in Lewis’s journal, it is not considered
a candidate as an HPHS.
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Rodney, 115.
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Augusta
The expedition would have passed the town of Augusta about six days after the mouth of
the Kanawha River. Augusta was founded at the mouth of Bracken Creek around 1796 by
Phillip Buckner, who had received a land grant for his Revolutionary War service. He
donated 600 acres from which to plat the town and sell lots. Within a few years, Front
Street (today Riverside Drive) along the river was lined with houses and other structures,
many of which survive today. Augusta is incredibly fortunate these structures from its
earliest days remain, which Lewis and the expedition would have seen while passing or
visiting the town in 1803. The properties lining Front Street (today Riverside Drive) along
the river include the John Payne House (ca. 1800), the Schoolfield Log School (ca. before
1797), a portion of the Tom Cline House which formerly served as a waystation and tavern
(ca. before 1797), and the Robert Davis House (ca. 1798). This riverfront area was
designated the Water Street National Historic District in 1975. However, Augusta is not
recommended as an HPHS for Sense of Place and Presence of Historic Remnants due to its
lack of mention in Lewis’s journals.
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Locust Grove
Locust Grove was the home of Clark's sister Lucy Clark Croghan. Lewis and Clark visited
the home upon their return east in 1806, but it is unknown whether they called on the
Croghans in October 1803. Thus, this location does not quality as an HPHS.
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Filson Historical Society
While relevant as a site for historical research and its possession of Lewis and Clark
artifacts, this site does not meet any of the criteria to be considered as an HPHS.
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West Point
John Shields was thought to have been a resident of West Point when Lewis and Clark
recruited him to the Corps of Discovery in October 1803.207 Brothers Joseph and Reubin
Field, who joined the expedition at Pittsburgh, also hailed from the West Point area. The
expedition may have stopped at the town on the mouth of the Salt River on their way down
the Ohio River. Lewis mentioned as an aside in his November 23, 1803, journal entry that
they stopped at a settlement “in Kentuckey a little below Louisville.”208 However, it is
unclear whether Lewis referred to either West Point or the plantation of Clark’s brother-inlaw Jonathan Temple. As West Point is not explicitly noted in Lewis’s journal, it is not
considered to be eligible as an HPHS.

James J. Holmberg, “Lost & Found: Discharge Papers of John Shields,” We Proceeded On (February 2004),
35; U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh District, “The Bicentennial Celebration of the Lewis and Clark
Corps of Discovery, 2003-2006,” Ohio River Navigation Charts (January 2003), 5.
208 Lewis, November 23, 1803.
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Leavenworth
Leavenworth was laid out in 1818 under a bluff. It was nearly wiped out in the 1937 Ohio
River flood, and most of the town was relocated onto the bluff by the following year. The
Overlook Restaurant opened on the bluff in 1948 as a café and grocery store/gas station. A
public parking area is located immediately adjacent to the restaurant. The view from this
bluff is expansive and certainly has Scenic Quality. But as Leavenworth has no historic
significance to the expedition and was not mentioned in the journal, it does not quality as
an HPHS.
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Alton
The quiet secluded community of Alton predates Indiana statehood. A Lewis and Clark
marker is located by the river in Alton Community Park. However, there is no discernable
Sense of Place here since the site was not recorded in Lewis’s journal.
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Grandview
While the boat launch at Grandview enables access to river sites encountered by Lewis and
Clark, there is little Sense of Place interpreted here.
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Henderson
The village of Red Banks, a joint settlement of Whites and Cherokee, was established here
in the 1780s. The town of Henderson was laid out in 1797. It grew as a shipping center, and
a state inspection station for tobacco exports to New Orleans was established in 1801. The
town was noted for its famed resident John James Audubon, who lived in Henderson from
1810 until 1819. As the town would have been passed or visited during the period when
Lewis did not make regular entries in his journal, Sense of Place cannot be determined.
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Old Shawneetown
Shawneetown was founded before 1800 as oldest White settlement in Illinois. Flooding
plagued the area, and the town relocated away from the river in 1937. What remains today
is known as Old Shawneetown, a sparse town dominated by the ca. 1839-1840
Shawneetown Bank State Historic Site and houses and commercial buildings scattered
amongst empty lots. Across from the bank is a collection of historical markers interpreting
the Lewis and Clark Expedition and other local sites. Nearby stairs ascend the levee to
afford a view of the Ohio River. As the location was not mentioned in the expedition
journal, Old Shawneetown does not have the requisite historic significance or Sense of
Place to be considered as an HPHS.
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Elizabethtown
In 1808 James McFarland, the first White settler in Hardin County, contracted to supply
beef to Fort Massac. He built a tavern on the trail between Nashville and the salt works in
1812 and began a ferry service the following year. This establishment became
Elizabethtown, which he named for his wife. It is notable as the trailhead for the River-toRiver Trail to Grand Tower, Illinois. However, Elizabethtown was not settled until after the
expedition, and it does not meet the historic significance to be considered as an HPHS.
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Cave-in-Rock
Lewis and Clark had not yet resumed making regular journal entries when they would have
passed Cave-In-Rock around November 7, 1803. While the cave was a major landmark on
the Ohio River at this time, it is not eligible as an HPHS due to lack of evidence that the
expedition encountered the cave. Otherwise, Cave-in-Rock would have qualified.
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Lusk Creek Confluence
Golconda, Illinois was the largest community downstream of Shawneetown on the Ohio
River in the early decades of the nineteenth century. The town was founded by Major James
V. Lusk, who came to Kentucky from South Carolina in 1796. He received a license to
operate a ferry in 1797 and moved to the Illinois side of the river the following year. In
1816 the settlement was renamed Sarahville and designated the county seat of newly
created Pope County. The following year, the town was platted and renamed Golconda after
a city in India.
Lusk’s Ferry may have been a noted settlement by Lewis and Clark as they traveled to Fort
Massac in early November 1803. A historical marker is located here connecting Golconda to
the expedition. However, there was not a strong Sense of Place as the settlement falls in the
area where neither Lewis nor Clark kept regular journal entries.
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Paducah
The Paducah area has two ties to the expedition. First, Lewis and Clark likely camped in
McCracken County on their way to Fort Massac. Also, Paducah was established by William
Clark in 1827. The Clark connection is not a valid reason for historic significance as
consideration as an HPHS. There are historical markers near the riverfront at the National
Quilt Museum, and statues in front of the museum commemorate Native Americans who
aided the western expedition as well as Seamon, Lewis’s dog.
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Fort Jefferson
While at the confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, Lewis and Clark visited the
former site of Fort Jefferson, an American military post active in 1780-1781. The exact
location of the fort is unknown, though it is noted to have been somewhere between a hill
overlooking the confluence and Mayfield Creek. Lewis wrote in his journal on November
11, 1803, “Set out early this morning with a canoe and eight men in company with Capt.
Clark to visit and view the ground on which Oald Fort Jefferson stood.” Clark later wrote in
a letter to his brother Jonathan, “I was at old fort Jefferson, it is entirly grown up with
Trees__”.209 Fort Jefferson was re-established in September 1861 to one of several staging
locations for General Ulysses S. Grant’s campaign into Tennessee, but the fort was deserted
by April 1862.
Fort Jefferson Hill Park is dominated by a 95-foot cross built ca. 2000. While the bluff
affords a view of the Mississippi River as well as the confluence at a distance, the park
doesn't possess high Scenic Quality nor a Sense of Place. If remnants of the original fort
were present, then it would qualify based on Presence of Historic Remnants.
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Wickliffe Mounds (KY)
While the Mississippian culture archaeological site is a historically interesting stop along
the Lewis and Clark Trail, there is no evidence that the expedition visited the site.
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Cairo
The expedition spent six days at the confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, which at
the time was located south of 2nd Street within the modern boundaries of Cairo. Cairo was
chartered in 1818, and the city grew into a shipping and financial center. In 1872 a federal
building housing the customs house, post office, and courthouse opened in Cairo. However,
repeated flooding led to the city’s decline. Although the location of the expedition campsite
is technically in Cairo, Fort Defiance State Park, today the location of the confluence,
possesses the Sense of Place. Historical markers at the Old Custom House commemorate
York and Seamon, but these do not qualify Cairo itself as an HPHS.
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Thebes Courthouse
Thebes was not established until 1835, and its courthouse overlooking the Mississippi
River was not built until 1848. This site has no historic significance to the Lewis and Clark
Expedition. However, Thebes possesses high Scenic Quality, as the courthouse is built atop
the high bluff which affords an expansive view of the river.
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Ware
There are Lewis and Clark markers at a roadside stop on Illinois Highway 3. This location is
well removed from the Mississippi River and has no Sense of Place.
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Trail of Tears State Park
This location was visited for the high Scenic Quality from the viewing platform over the
Mississippi River. However, no HPHS along the Lewis and Clark Trail have been chosen due
to only this criterion, so it is deemed unqualified.
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Horse Island
Lewis and Clark camped at the lower end of Horse Island on November 27, 1803, the night
before arriving at Kaskaskia. Horse Island was originally located near the mouth of the
Kaskaskia River. When the Mississippi River changed course through the Kaskaskia in the
late nineteenth century, the island was eventually absorbed into the Missouri shore. While
the island was explicitly mentioned by Clark in his journal, its close location to Kaskaskia, a
strong HPHS candidate which offers better Scenic Quality and Sense of Place, makes Horse
Island a less relevant choice.
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Schmidt’s Island and Establishment Creek
These two sites may be viewed from an overlook at Magnolia Hollow Conservation Area
just north of Ste. Genevieve. While the Scenic Quality is high, there is no mention of either
of these two locations in the journal. This site does not qualify as a standalone HPHS, but it
complements Ste. Genevieve as the overlook provides an interpretable location of the
American Bottom based on Scenic Quality.
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East St. Louis
While a marker commemorating York’s contribution to the expedition is located at the base
of the Eads Bridge on Front Street, the site itself has no historic significance.

Cahokia Mounds
There is no evidence that Lewis and Clark visited the mounds, once the site of a
Mississippian city. While historically interesting, the site has no known connection to the
expedition.
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Appendix D: Timeline of the Lewis and Clark Expedition from August 31
to December 12, 1803
Date

Place210

Notes211

July 15

Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania

Lewis arrived at Pittsburgh at 2:00 p.m. and
immediately sent a letter to Jefferson. Lewis
intended to depart by the end of the month, but
the boat builder constructing the specially
designed keelboat continuously missed
deadlines.212

August 31

Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania;
Brunot Island;
McKees Rocks,
Pennsylvania

The keelboat was complete, and Lewis
immediately loaded the boat. He left Pittsburgh
at 11:00 a.m. with a party of 11 men—seven
soldiers, a pilot, and three “young men on trial,”
one of whom is George Shannon. Lewis stopped
three miles downstream on Brunot Island to test
his air gun for onlookers. The expedition
portaged over riffles at McKees Rocks just above
the mouth of Chartiers Creek.

September 1

Neville Island,
Pennsylvania

Lewis portaged over riffles near Neville Island
(originally Montour Island), first of many
obstructions Lewis overcame along the Ohio
River.

September 2

Logstown,
Pennsylvania;
Ambridge,
Pennsylvania

Lewis portaged over one riffle before getting
stuck on another at Logstown. He hired a man
with an ox to dislodge the keelboat.

September 3

Beaver,
Pennsylvania

Lewis passed Atkins Riffle and the mouth of
Beaver River. He encountered Philadelphia fur
trader Guy Bryant, who came upriver with two
boats of furs likely from Kaskaskia, Illinois. They
anchored in the river near the former Fort
Macintosh where Lewis discharged a hand.

Both historical and modern locations will be named here.
Unless otherwise cited, the information from this column will be taken from the Lewis and Clark journal
entry for that date.
212 Stephen Ambrose, Undaunted Courage: Meriwether Lewis, Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening of the
American West (New York: Simon & Schuster Paperbacks, 1996), 103.
210
211
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Date

Place210

Notes211

September 4

Georgetown,
Pennsylvania

Lewis stopped in the village of Georgetown to
purchase a pirogue or canoe with paddles and
poles. The new vessel leaked, so the expedition
stopped for repairs to tend to wet equipment.
They made camp two miles below the cleared
lines through the woods that mark the borders
of Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Virginia on either
side of the river and near the mouth of Mill
Creek on the (West) Virginia side.

September 5

Weirton, West
Virginia

Lewis camped at Browns Island, near Hollidays
Cove, Virginia (today Weirton, West Virginia).

September 6

Steubenville, Ohio Lewis passed Steubenville, Ohio. The wind blew
enough to allow use of the sail. However, it
proved too strong, crosspiece holding the sail
broke when trying to pass a riffle. Lewis sent
men back to Steubenville to hire a team to
dislodge the boats.

September 7

Wellsburg, West
Virginia;
Wheeling, West
Virginia

Lewis passed over a riffle and by Charlestown,
Virginia (today Wellsburg, West Virginia) that
morning. He arrived at Wheeling at 5:00 p.m.
where he took delivery of goods sent overland
from Pittsburgh. That evening, Lewis dined with
Dr. William Patterson, who desired to
accompany the expedition.

September 8

Wheeling, West
Virginia

Lewis purchased another pirogue or canoe and
hires a man to “work her.” He dined with Colonel
Thomas Rodney, an appointed judge traveling to
Mississippi Territory.

September 9

Wheeling, West
Virginia

Lewis departed from Wheeling. He waits until
3:00 p.m. for Dr. Patterson, who does not show.

September 10

Grave Creek
Mound;
Moundsville,
West Virginia

Lewis visited Grave Creek Mound at then
Elizabethtown, Virginia.
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Place210

Notes211

September 11

Friendly, West
Virginia; New
Matamoras, Ohio

Lewis camped below Grandview Island, one of
five islands of the Long Reach of the Ohio River.
But his journal entry the following day casted
the location of this campsite in doubt.

September 12

Washington
County, Ohio

Lewis passed several riffles including Wilson’s
Riffle, which expedition has to dig through
gravel to make a channel for their vessels. He
bartered foodstuffs from a farmer nine miles
above Marietta.

September 13

Marietta, Ohio

Lewis arrived at Marietta, Ohio at the mouth of
the Muskingum River. He dismissed two hands
and hired a new one. Lewis wrote a letter to
President Jefferson and visited with Colonel
Griffin Greene, postmaster and a founder of
Marietta. The expedition stayed overnight here.

September 14

174

Nothing of note.

September 15

Parkersburg,
West Virginia;
Belleville, West
Virginia

Lewis passed the mouth of the Little Kanawha
River and likely Stokelyville, Virginia, which
preceded the settlement of Parkersburg, West
Virginia. They portaged riffles past Belpre,
Virginia (now Belleville, West Virginia) and the
mouth of the Little Hocking River.

September 16

Ravenswood,
West Virginia

Lewis passed several riffles near Buffington
Island.

September 17

Ravenswood,
West Virginia;
Racine, Ohio

Lewis stopped on a sandbar at the mouth of
Oldtown Creek to assess the condition of his
equipment and dry goods after heavy rain two
days before. They camped there to let items dry
out and to clean and oil guns and knives.

September 18

Letart Falls, Ohio;
Letart, West
Virginia

Lewis passed over rapids at Letart Falls.

Maysville,
Kentucky

Lewis stopped here, where John Colter may have
joined the expedition.213

213

Journal entries ceased until November 11.

James J. Holmberg, “Into the Wilderness from Pittsburgh,” We Proceeded On 45, no. 3 (August 2019), 11.
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Date

Place210

Notes211

September 28

Cincinnati, Ohio

Lewis arrived at Cincinnati, Ohio. He stayed here
a week to rest, tend to correspondence, and
conduct research.214

October 4

Cincinnati, Ohio;
Big Bone Lick
State Park,
Kentucky

Lewis departed Cincinnati. He visited Big Bone
Lick across the river from Cincinnati to
investigate the fossils at the site at President
Jefferson’s request.215

October 14

Falls of the Ohio;
Louisville,
Kentucky

Lewis arrived at the head of the Falls of the Ohio,
a series of rapids that dropped the Ohio River 24
feet in 2+ miles, where he met Clark.216

October 15

Falls of the Ohio;
Clarksville,
Indiana

Lewis and Clark arrived at Clarksville, Indiana,
home of General George Rogers Clark where
Clark lived. Lewis and Clark remained in
Clarksville for the following eleven days to
initiate the Corps of Discovery.
Added to the expedition were Charles Floyd and
Nathaniel Hale Pryor (they were first cousins),
brothers Joseph and Reuben Field, John Shields
(married but invaluable as a blacksmith and
gunsmith), and William Bratton. York, an
enslaved Black man who was Clark’s
manservant, was also included.217

October 17

Louisville,
Kentucky

Lewis and Clark visited Thomas Rodney on his
boat at the Louisville waterfront.218

October 26

Clarksville,
Indiana

Lewis and Clark departed Clarksville.219

Holmberg, “Into the Wilderness,” 11.
Ambrose, 117.
216 Ambrose, 117; Holmberg, “Into the Wilderness,” 13.
217 Ambrose, 117.
218 Holmberg, “Into the Wilderness,” 14.
219 Ambrose, 118.
214
215
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Date

Place210

Notes211

November 11

Fort Massac;
Metropolis,
Illinois

The expedition journal resumed.

November 12

Fort Massac;
Metropolis,
Illinois

Nothing of note.

November 13

Fort Massac;
Metropolis,
Illinois;
McCracken
County, Kentucky

Lewis and Clark departed Fort Massac around
4:00 or 5:00 p.m. They camped three miles
downriver in McCracken County, Kentucky,
where Lewis suffered from what may be
malaria.

November 14

Cairo, Illinois

Lewis and Clark passed Fort Wilkinsonville, an
outpost of Fort Massac, and arrived at the
confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers at
present-day Cairo, Illinois.

November 15

Cairo, Illinois

Lewis and Clark worked to establish the latitude
and longitude of the confluence of the two
rivers. They remained in the area for the next
week.221

November 16

Cairo, Illinois;
Bird’s Point,
Missouri

Lewis and Clark crossed to the Missouri side of
the Mississippi River at what is now Bird’s Point,
where they encountered a camp of Delaware
and Shawnee. They continued to chart their
location.

November 17

Cairo, Illinois

Lewis and Clark continued to chart their
location.

220
221

Ambrose, 118-119.
Ambrose, 119.

Lewis and Clark arrived at Fort Massac. They
hire George Drouillard, a trader of French
Canadian and Shawnee heritage, as an
interpreter. He traveled to Tennessee to locate
recruits from Fort Southwest Point, who
included John Newman and Joseph
Whitehouse.220
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Date

Place210

Notes211

November 18

Wickliffe,
Kentucky;
Mississippi
County, Missouri;
Cairo, Illinois

Lewis and Clark visited the former site of Fort
Jefferson and the west side of the Mississippi
River, where Americans established a camp for
trading with Native Americans.

November 19

Cairo, Illinois

Lewis and Clark continued to take bearings.

November 20

Alexander
County, Illinois

Lewis and Clark began rowing up the Mississippi
River. They made camp on the east side of the
river. As Ambrose noted of their journey up the
Mississippi, “They had to cross the river, east to
west, west to east, at every bend, because only in
the relatively slack water downstream from a
point of land could they make any significant
progress north.”222

November 21

Lewis and Clark continued up the Mississippi
River.

November 22

Commerce,
Missouri

Lewis and Clark stopped at Tywappity Bottom.
Nathaniel Pryor went missing.

November 23

Cape Girardeau,
Missouri; Cape
Rock Park

Lewis and Clark arrived at Cape Girardeau.
Lewis dined with Commandant Louis Lorimier,
founder of the village, while Clark set up a camp
two miles upriver at Old Cape Girardeau (today
Cape Rock Park, a city park).

November 24

November 25

Soon after departing camp, Lewis and Clark
found Pryor. They passed the mouth of Apple
Creek.
Tower Rock

Lewis and Clark camped above Tower Rock.

November 26

Lewis and Clark continued upriver.

November 27

Lewis and Clark continued upriver.

November 28

222
223

Ambrose, 121.
Ambrose, 122.

Fort Kaskaskia;
Lewis leaved the expedition to travel overland to
Kaskaskia, Illinois Fort Kaskaskia in Illinois. Clark continued
upriver where he made camp across the river
from the site of Old Ste. Genevieve.223
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Date

Place210

Notes211

November 29

Fort Kaskaskia;
Clark arrived at Fort Kaskaskia. Lewis and Clark
Kaskaskia, Illinois recruited more men here: John Collins, Patrick
Gass, John Ordway, John Robertson, John B.
Thompson, Ebenezer Tuttle, Peter Weiser,
Richard Windsor, Alexander Hamilton Willard,
and three others.224

November 30

Fort Kaskaskia;
Lewis and Clark revealed their expedition route
Kaskaskia, Illinois and learned the Spanish Governor of Upper
Louisiana intended to stop the expedition. As
Clark felt unwell, they determined 225

December 1

Fort Kaskaskia;
Nothing of note.
Kaskaskia, Illinois

December 2

Fort Kaskaskia;
Lewis made observations in the vicinity of Fort
Kaskaskia, Illinois Kaskaskia.

December 3

Fort Kaskaskia;
Kaskaskia,
Illinois; Fort de
Chartres State
Park; Ste.
Genevieve,
Missouri

Lewis and Clark made observations near Fort
Kaskaskia. Clark recorded the location of Fort de
Chartres and made camp just downriver of Ste.
Genevieve.

December 4

Magnolia Hollow
Conservation
Area

Clark left by boat while Lewis traveled overland
to Cahokia. Clark passed the mouth of Gabouri
Creek and its nearby bluffs.

December 5

Valmeyer, Illinois

Clark passed the mouths of Joachim Creek and
Fountain Creek. He intended to pick up
provisions at Bellefontaine, an American
settlement up Fountain Creek and today part of
Waterloo, Missouri, but learned nothing has
come and cancelled the trip. They camped just
upriver from Fountain Creek.

December 6

Oakville, Missouri Clark passed the mouth of the Meramec River.
They camped near a farm ¾ miles from the
Meramec River.

James J. Holmberg, ed., Dear Brother: Letters of William Clark to Jonathan Clark (New Haven, CT: Yale
University Press, 2002), 61.
225 Holmberg, Dear Brother, 61.
224
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Date

Place210

Notes211

December 7

St. Louis,
Missouri;
Cahokia, Illinois

Clark continued upriver in a storm, and a mast of
the keelboat is blown off. He passed Carondelet,
today a neighborhood in St. Louis. Clark arrived
at Cahokia, Illinois, where Lewis reached the
same day.226

December 8

Cahokia, Illinois

Clark remained at Cahokia. Lewis crossed over
to St. Louis to meet with the Spanish lieutenant
governor of Upper Louisiana.227

December 9

Cahokia, Illinois

Lewis rejoined the expedition.228

December 10

East St. Louis,
Illinois

Lewis and Clark made observations upriver.

December 11

St. Louis,
Missouri

Lewis and Clark arrived at St. Louis. Lewis
remained in town while Clark headed upriver to
make observations. He camped across the
Mississippi River from Granite City, Illinois.

December 12

Cahokia, Illinois

Clark established winter camp at Camp Dubois
in Illinois. This ended the eastern travel of the
expedition from its origin at Pittsburgh.

Ambrose, 122.
Ambrose, 122.
228 Ambrose, 123.
226
227
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Appendix E: GPS Coordinates of Proposed HPHS
Site Name

Coordinates

Forks of the Ohio (PA)

40.44189, -80.01282

Brunot Island (PA)

40.46232, -80.04235

Fort McIntosh (PA)

40.46232, -80.04235

Georgetown (PA)

40.64280, -80.49955

Browns Island (WV)

40.40706, -80.61068

Wheeling Wharf (WV)

40.06715, -80.72510

Grave Creek Mound (WV)

39.91685, -80.74470

Marietta Historic District (OH)

39.41068, -81.44979

Little Kanawha River Confluence (WV)

39.26245, -81.56948

Kanawha River Confluence (WV)

38.83933, -82.14121

Big Bone Lick (KY)

38.88402, -84.75230

Mulberry Hill (KY)

38.21478, -85.72801

George Rogers Clark Home Site at the
Falls of the Ohio River (IN)

38.27628, -85.76329

Fort Massac (IL)

37.14259, -88.71266

Confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi
Rivers (IL)

36.98401, -89.13928

The Red House (MO)

37.30087, -89.51871

Old Cape Girardeau (MO)

37.32849, -89.49602

Tower Rock (MO)

37.63172, -89.51489

Fort Kaskaskia (IL)

37.96487, -89.90671

Ste. Genevieve (MO)

37.97935, -90.04260

Fort de Chartres (IL)

38.08517, -90.15783

